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April 1, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 23:43 “Jesus answered him (the criminal), ‘I tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”

A Small Light Deepens the Darkness

Reading: Luke 23:26-43

Text: Luke 23:43

Dear friends of Streetlight Mission Church, brothand sisters,
and guests,

It is good for us to think about the suffering euds today.
The passage of scripture that we read teaches thenyg, but
verse 43 teaches us in a very beautiful way abodi<yrace. It
shows us how we need only the grace of God in dalee saved,
and nothing else.

In the Bible we have many examples of people whewe
saved by faith alone, apart from any works. In@he Testament
there is a very famous example of a person whosaaed simply
by believing in God. It was Abraham. God promibéd that he
would have children and his descendants would be memerous
than the stars of the sky. He would have morealodil than the
grains of sand on the beach. If you should visieach, you will
know how much sand you would see there! God prednis
Abraham he would have that many children! Whenabm was

100 years old and he still didn’t have any childr@od said again
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to Abraham that he would give him that many chidi@/e read in
Genesis 15:6 that Abraham believed God and thdt@D
“credited it to him as righteousness”. He wasteghs, not
because of anything he did, but he was righteocause he
believed in God. Abraham is a beautiful examptel &we can hold
on to that example in order to teach us and rem#that we are
saved by believing and not by anything we do.

Also in the New Testament there are many examgles o
people who were saved by faith. The thief on tlos<is the most
beautiful and eloquent example of a person whaved by faith
alone, apart from any works of the law. It is afi¢he most
comforting examples of the saving grace of God yoatwill find
anywhere in the Bible — an example of salvatioridityh. Faith is
all that he had, in order to teach us that faithllishat you need.

Let’s look at the story as Luke tells it in chapi28:
Beginning at verse 32, we read, “Two other menh looiminals,
were also let out with him to be executed. Whayttame to the
place called the Skull, there they crucified hinThis is a hill on a
high spot outside the city gates of Jerusalem, kvata certain
time of the day looks like a skull with sunken egesl a bit of a
cranium. That's why it's called the Skull. “Thetey crucified
him.” The Bible doesn’t give us gory details.siinply tells us the
terrible fact: they crucified him. And Luke addajong with the

other criminals — one on his right, the other anléft.” And then
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Jesus speaks those fantastic words, “Father, ®tgem, for they
do not know what they are doing.” He prays fogfeeness for
the people who are crucifying him. It's just anaamg example
of the compassion and the dignity of Jesus theosaviEven as he
is suffering unimaginable pain, even as he hasreqpeed the
most terrible rejection by the very people who stidave loved
him the most, even at that very moment he wanéxpoess mercy
and peace for these people around him. He shas/s/tmderful
dignity, even in his horrific suffering.

But for some reason — it has to do with the wiclesgnof
the human heart — when we taste blood, we want,raoewhen
we see the degradation and humiliation of anotkesgn, we want
it to be worse. When the people see the dignitycampassion of
the Lord Jesus, they want to take it away and a9 turl their
violence and brutality against him, intensely faisn Jesus. In
verse 34 we read, “And they divided up his clothgsasting
lots.” So they stripped him naked. He hangs thetle no
clothing on. Recently in a morning worship servig=observed
that when Jesus Christ was crucified, he was nak@tinot
hanging on a cross with a loincloth around himassthso often
pictured in Roman Catholic carvings. We read dpadiy in the
gospel of John that Jesus had an extensive undezgaon and
they cast lots for it because it was one piece enall the way
around. So they stripped him and they divided isiclothes, and
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there you have the beginning of the focus on tbkexce against
Jesus. They stripped him naked and they stoleldilses.

Verse 35 says, “The people stood watching, andulees
even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved otletrgim save
himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen On&hey are
trying to take away his dignity. They are tryimgdiscredit Jesus
for the things that he taught during his ministaen he had said,
“I am the Christ.” They are trying to say thatie&ot the Christ.
We read in verse 36, “Then the soldiers also caonanal mocked
him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, ‘duyare the king
of the Jews, save yourself.” So again, the peapdeabusing him.
Then in verse 38 they have a written notice hanglmye him on
the cross. The words are “THIS IS THE KING OF TBIEWNS”.
And then finally, the very people that are crudfigith him also
begin to insult Jesus. Verse 39: “One of the icrads who hung
there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the CHi?isSave yourself
and us!” In the gospel of Mark it tells us thaitb of the
criminals were making fun of Jesus. So when JE$uist in his
dignity and mercy speaks the words, “Father, fazghem,” that
becomes the reason for everybody to become molenvjdo
focus their hatred on him more than ever. Everttiteves that are
hung on crosses beside him on his left and onidin join the

people who insult him.
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But between verse 39 and verse 40 one criminahen o
side of the Lord experiences something. We cakihg born
again, regenerated. Something happens in his.h8arhething
about what Jesus has said is working in his hearha changes
his mind about Jesus. Instead of hating Jesughaotling him the
way we read that he was doing in the gospel of Maelkdecides
instead to believe in Jesus in the most unlikelgnofments
imaginable. He believes in Jesus as he hangsaiparss. He
gives his testimony of faith in verse 40. He leawsr to the other
criminal hanging on the other side of Jesus and hsk, “Don’t
you fear God, since you are under the same seriteWe are
punished justly for we are getting what our deesisedve.” There
is his testimony, a testimony that begins with asikiedging his
own sinfulness: “We are punished justly, for we getting what
our deeds deserve.” And then his testimony movgsdise for
Jesus. “But this man has done nothing wrong.”apigeals to
Jesus in verse 42: “Jesus, remember me when yoa tdo your
kingdom.” His appeal to Jesus is not a bargaig'sidot offering
something in exchange. He simply asks Jesus ega“‘Rlease, O
Lord, give me this most precious of gifts. Rememhe when
you come into your kingdom.”

And then we have that beautiful answer, verse&3us
answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you via# with me in

paradise.” The king's mercy continues to reach deasus, when
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he was hung and when he was crucified, expressedyme
“Father, forgive them.” Now a man asks him for ayer The man
has nothing to offer, he does not bargain. He kiragks,
“Remember me.” And Jesus, as a great king, evée asngs on
the cross, says, “Today you will be with me in pigga.” As Jesus
Christ does that, he accepts another burden oshbisiders. He
accepts the sins of also this criminal on his sthend and he will
suffer even this added burden to bring this chil&od home into
the Father’s kingdom.

That, my friends, is one of the most beautiful egkas of
the freedom of the grace of God and it is freefem@d to every
one of us. The king, Jesus Christ, who has nosnrénd is seated
in glory, can give to you that same gift. He caceive any one of
you into his grace and his kingdom, no matter hoilvy@u have
been. Jesus has suffered and paid the price toagd no matter
how little good you have accomplished in your lfesus Christ
has done enough to give it all to you. He has dofoe you. All

you need to do is believe in him, because thalt'goal need.
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April 6, 2007 (Good Friday)
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 23:45a “. . . for the sun stopped shining.”
The Sun Fails as God’s Son Suffers

Reading: Luke 23:44-49
Text: Luke 23:45a
Brothers and sisters and friends of Streetlight,

It had happened before that God had sent a judgofien
darkness upon a whole land, but it was not uportetie: of Israel.
That was the punishment or judgment of God of daskrupon the
whole land of Egypt. We read in Exodus 13, whiebatibes that
plague, that it was a darkness that was so thetkiticould beelt.
So it was a terrible, terrible darkness. Perhapsrgmember how
that happened when God felt sorry for his Hebreapfes the
Israelite people, because they had become slavhs tégyptians.
They were being treated very badly and were fonsedvery hard
labour under impossible conditions. Because Gildktssed his
people in that they had families and children,Eggptians wanted
to stop the growth of the Hebrew people and thastexd feeding
the Hebrew babies to the crocodiles in the NileeRivlhe
suffering of the Israelite people was terrible.t Buod in his pity
and compassion for his people sent Moses to ddtiggreople out

of Egypt. Through Moses God laid all kinds of plag upon the
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Egyptians. One of the last of the plagues waplhgue of
darkness. Darkness came upon the whole land gitisgy filled
the Egyptian people with terrible fear and dreachlose it was a
deep darkness, a darkness that could be felt.

Now we read in Luke 23:44, “It was now about theths
hour and darkness came over the whole land.” 8e#uong really
terrible has happened. This judgment which hachéoly come
upon Pharaoh, the one who enslaved God’s peoplbesaime an
image for the devil, this punishment which becaméaage for
hell, now becomes the wrath of God which falls uglmwhole
land. Is this the land of Egypt in our text? MKos darkness falls
not upon Egypt but this darkness falls upenael. And it is upon
thewhole land- God’s people. You might say it is against God’s
own church. Because whatever Pharaoh and the iggypople
had done to God’s own people, Israel was now dtmr@od’s own
son — his only son, Jesus Christ. And darknessudgbn the
people of God, upon the Israel of God, and it fagien the whole
land. The darkness which falls upon the landpmething which,
if we think about the message of the Bible, represthe last stage
of the anger of God before he lets go completetytanthrows all
his anger out and doesn’t restrain himself any meétis righteous
anger is about to happen. For our text says, ‘Stimestopped
shining.” It's not that the sun stopped shiningilo& other

countries of the world. The sun was still shinindMoab, and
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upon Greece and Egypt and Babylon. The sun képihghon all
the nations around Israel, but it stopped shinmdsoael. The
light was taken away. The sun stayed up therkarsky but it no
longer gave its light on this one country.

In Genesis 1 we find a description of how God @édhe
world and we read about the stages of creationl. Gaid create the
sun or did he create light on the first day? Gated light. It
wasn't until the fourth day that God created the gself. So now
God takes away the light of the sun. The sun aggewhere up
there in the galaxy, but the light of God, whichswhe first thing
that God created, is now the last thing that G&dgaway from
Jesus Christ and the people of God. It is thethasy that God
takes away before he releases his horrible wrakte light
represents all the good of God’s creation.

When he withdraws the light, it means that Godthken
away from Jesus everything good that he has cre@ee of
Jesus’ closest companions has turned out to beaybe Judas
betrayed him with a kiss. God has taken away tloeligess. God
has taken away not only the trust that Jesus edjoyth his
disciples, but God took away all his companiondl. twelve of the
disciples abandoned Jesus and fled for their liaed,Jesus’ most
trusted companion, Peter, one of the leading dssj@ven denies
that he knew Jesus. So the fellowship is beingdiro When the

disciples abandon Jesus then he is all aloneadtauerrible blow.
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God took away his companions and Jesus was ak agpanding
on trial. Then he was falsely accused. Everydaww the
accusations were false, but they did not care.y Bli# maintained
the accusations against Jesus. They brought hirornitus Pilate,
who said many times, “This man is innocent of tharges against
him,” and nevertheless Pilate said, “He will beaified.” He sat
on the judgment seat and condemned Jesus to thhle&eath.
So not only did God take away from Jesus his compannow
God also takes away from Jesus his protectiorcdriemunity. He
is no longer protected by anybody. The very pewayie are called
by God to protect him and to administer justiceton are now
saying that he is innocent but he is going executéelis stripped
naked, and the people are spitting at him, strikimg and
insulting him. Jesus loses his companions, histtguand then he
loses his dignity. Whatever dignity or honour espect he might
have had is all taken away. And his life is eblg— he is losing
his life. Jesus is being stripped, layer by layetjl he has nothing
left. That's the story of his existence now. Hasveternal God
and stripped of his glory when he came to earth man. And
when he was a man he was stripped of everythiing dsing
naked on the cross, the object of scorn by everybesobject of
contempt and horrible injustice.

And now at last, at the sixth hour, God also tak&ay the

light. The first creation is the last one to d@ecause everything
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that God every created for our enjoyment, to bectirgext of life,
God is taking it away from Jesus Christ. In thekdass are the
things that you fear, the things you cannot seed i the
darkness Jesus Christ experiences the horriblénwfabsod from
the sixth hour until the ninth hour. Then cameuath of God.
And when the ninth hour at last came, then JesuistGlied out,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Whg gou
abandon me? Why did you throw all your wrath and all of
your anger against mankind, why did you do thah&® Jesus
Christ in that period experienced horror beyondimagination or
knowledge.

It is very important for us to understand thaudeShrist
was completely stripped. He didn’'t have any heliaisoever in
his suffering because he suffered for us all aldde.had no
outside help. He didn’t experience any favour. hdd no friends.
He didn’t have the law to support him. He didrver have the
God above, his father in heaven, supporting hirengthening
him, or encouraging him. He had no support whatsgdecause
when he suffered for our sins, he suffered onlyabse he loved
us. It was not because he had to, not becausesatieee helping
him endure, and not because he had any propsmohslpport.
He suffered supported only by the power of his loke stayed on
the cross because he wanted to give the saciifatemould be

enough for our sins.
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Because the darkness fell and the wrath of Gddihel
Jesus endured it all alone, his suffering is endogiover the sins
of adulterers like David, who took another man’éavand to
prevent her husband from finding out he murdered hurder.
Adultery. God'’s love in Jesus Christ is enoughaeeseven a man
like that. God’s love in Jesus Christ is enoughawe a man like
Paul, who put all of his energy into persecuting ¢hurch, into
eradicating the name of Jesus from the earth. &fg fwom house
to house, arresting the Christians and draggin thig to jail, and
stood by when they were condemned to death. Heghdedl in the

destruction of the church and the suppressioneh#me of Jesus.

And yet God’s grace is enough to cover such simneds God’s
grace is enough to cover the sin of a slave tridkedohn Newton,
the man who created that famous song, “Amazing &rakle was
a man who devoted his life to capturing Negro pe@pid bringing
them in ships to America and he was changed bygridee of God
and even his sins were forgiven. Jesus Christfersing was so
much that it was enough to cover the sins als@of@ne of us,
sinners like me and sinners like you.

Tomorrow morning, when the sun rises, then it \ddaé
good for you to remember that the sun stopped rsfpion Jesus
Christ on Good Friday. The sun rises on us bectugssun
stopped shining on Jesus. Jesus Christ sufferefl @bd’s wrath

so that there is no wrath left for us. We may Inezause Christ
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died for us and suffered for us. Itis by graca the live. Itis by
grace that the sun rises. lit is by grace thatahd is warmed and
the soil produces crops and we have food and cgakn. It is by
grace in Jesus Christ that we may live such ligew@do. Let us
then show our love for God and our thankfulnesSad by using

every new day to serve him and to show our loveafGod who

has been so rich in his love for us.

April 8, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke24:5b “The men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the
living among the dead?”

Heralds of Christ’s Victory: Belief and Unbelief

Reading: Luke 24:1-12

Text: Luke 24:5b

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christydiseof the
Streetlight Church,

To believe in Jesus Christ is not easy. It's ivarenatural
for us. As a matter of fact, one thing that theststory of the
resurrection of Jesus teaches us is that we araciioted to
believe in the resurrection. That is something ikhalearly taught
in the events of the first day after the resurcectf the Lord Jesus
Christ.
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In verse 9 we read the names of the women who there
first ones to come to the tomb on the Sunday mgrnibwas after
that terrible Friday we now call Good Friday be@ug know that
Christ died for our salvation. The whole of Saaydhad passed
and now it was Sunday morning and these women ¢t@we to
the tomb. They are listed in verse 10: Mary Magwla, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the others with th&here were
at least five women, and maybe several more. &ash in the
gospel of Luke we read that Mary Magdalene andriiaarere
women who were healed by Jesus’ power. Jesus codedavil
spirits to depart, he commanded diseases to bedeald these
women had already experienced the power of God®s &md grace
in their own bodies. We also read in Luke 8 thatrj)vMagdalene
and Joanna were women who, along with several fithemt with
Jesus during his ministry as he traveled throughahd, and they
served Jesus and the disciples. These women wbh&dre had to
worry about where they would live or who would étd for
dinner or other things like that. They were wealttomen who
were happy to provide from their wealth and to Ridpus and the
disciples in their ministry, so that they could @@l of their
attention to teaching the people and proclaimirggbspel. So
these were women who had already experienced Hve gf God,

and were committed to Jesus.
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Nevertheless, when it came to the day of Jesus’
resurrection, they were not ready to hear the gmyas. They
came to the tomb, not expecting to meet a raiseas)Jéut a dead
one. That is very sad, because Jesus had toldhe&rehand
many times that he was going to suffer, die, asd aigain. But
they didn’t believe because they and we are ndiniexd to believe
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Even afterghing God has
done for our salvation, sending his son to diehendross and then
giving him the victory and raising him from the de&od still
showsmorelove and grace to us. He also has to open up our
hearts, in order that we may receive the messadjbelieve in
Jesus. May God perform such miracles and such evend the
hearts of us all, that he may open our heartsaibyrbelieve that
Jesus is risen from the dead. May we be blesstbdswch faith.

Let us follow the account as Luke describes itun o
reading in chapter 24. In verse 1 we read, “Orfitseday of the
week, very early in the morning, the women tookgspees they
had prepared and they went to the tomb.” Theydnadared
spices. It seems that this was something theyalvaddy done on
Friday night after Jesus was dead. They had wdtakdoseph of
Arimathea and Nicodemus (and perhaps some othergebtinink
it was just those two) had taken the body of thedLlesus off the
cross and carried it to the tomb and wrappedatoths. But they

had run out of time. The sun had set and the $halbtaal come.
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The Jewish Sabbath is the Saturday, so on Fridgt they would
have had to stop working. They could not preplaecbiody.

The women have prepared spices because this was@om
practice in those days. When a person was deal ytbu wrapped
the body and with spices you tried to preservebtiiy or reduce
the odour of decaying flesh. It was an act of dievo a pitiful
deed that the women would do for a defeated savidturey had
decided long ago already that they would prefeteal with a
defeated saviour that they could hold, and wragoths, and re-
wrap in cloths, and put the embalming spices od,rant a
victorious saviour, glorious in his might even odeath. On the
Sunday morning, they prepared spices instead afdvanthey
went to the tomb to embalm his body, rather thaeigthe
victorious Lord with banners reading, “Welcome ter@ous
Lord!” They were expecting somebody they couly,piather
than somebody to bow before. Well, we read inev@rand 3 that
these women “found the stone rolled away from timelt, but
when they entered, they did not find the body efltbrd Jesus.”
When they saw that the stone had been rolled aivag,of course
all kinds of things must have gone through themasi Maybe
some animal had gone in there and violated the bbtheir
saviour. Or perhaps even worse than a wild anisnalwicked
human being who would have done terrible thingd, that is

especially what they feared. In the gospel of Jebnead that
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Mary Magdalene met someone she thought was a gardait
actually it was Jesus. She said, “They have takghord away,
and | don’t know where they have put him. Siygati have carried
him away, tell me where you have put him, and | gait him.”
(John 19:14, 15) They were afraid that thesepaaolple who had
done the terrible things to Jesus on the Fridagrediad now
taken the dead body and violated it further. tersible, terrible
indeed. They must have wondered, “Is nothing si&re

As they were wondering about this, suddenly two men
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood besiaarth They had
clothes that gleamed like lightning. You know ttaday is a
special commemoration of Vimy Ridge, a very impottaoment
in Canadian history. | read this week that a svldescribed Vimy
Ridge this way. Imagine the crashing of thunded multiply that
sound times two. Then consider that crash of thutwlice as
loud as when you stand very near to a thunderstamding
continuously. That is what it was like in the ety barrage
before the assault upon Vimy Ridge when the Canasb&diers
went up the slopes to take the ridge. Here irrélsarrection story
we read about two men whose clothes were gleamitigtiae
brightness of lightning that continued to shindliantly and never
diminished at all. This surely was the glory oaten shining
upon the earth. Without a doubt, these were andalke

describes them as men, but other gospel narratalethem
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angels. So these are angels speaking to the watiethe glory
of heaven. Whenever you have heaven shiningoty gipon the
earth people are filled with fear and terror, admese women were
as well. The angels are pure and holy and weiahd ®eings. In
all kinds of ways we deny our sins until we arefoomted by the
purity of heaven. Then we are filled with fear &ese of our
sinfulness. That happened here in verse 5: ‘&ir fight, the
women bowed down with their faces to the groungut then the
angels spoke those well-known words, the specaldf this
morning, “Why do you look for the living among tbdead?”

You know, the older you get, the more you discdkat
we always do that. We look for the best of thimgthe worst of
places. “Why do you look for the living among tiead?” As a
father, | have to listen to music that sometimésd in my home.
If I look at the lyrics and try to analyze popusamgs, | wonder
how it is possible that people are listening tg thiusic which
keeps on focusing on death. It is just fixatedoitide, on the
letting of blood, on asphyxiation and all kindsdefath images.
Why do people seek pleasure in death, or meaningunder? We
look for the best of things in the worst of places.

So many people are looking for companionship today.
Where do they go to look for companionship? Maege are
looking in the bars. Many people are looking foektionship

and for intimacy, and they look for it in sexuahtfication, in a
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one night stand. So many people are looking fppheess and
they look for it in a bottle of alcohol. So mangqgple are looking
for the solutions to the things that frustrate treemd they seek the
solution in anger. We look for the best of thimg$he worst of
places.

The women look for the living among the dead. “Wioy
you seek the living among the dead?” We know itiiént We
know where happiness lies. We know where the isolib our
frustration lies. We know where companionship loariound.
We know where life and happiness and meaningfuloasse
found. But we don’t want to listen to God. Je@lmsist has told
them clearly not to look for him among the deadduse after he
dies he will rise again. They are to look for Famong the living.
The angels tell the women that in verse 6: “Heoshere, he has
risen! Remember how he told you, while he wa$wtth you in
Galilee: The son of man must be delivered intohweds of sinful
men, be crucified and on the third day be raisedray And then
Luke says, “Then they remembered his words.” Tuwese forced
to, because Jesus had indeed spoken such wordg.atbuke
9:22. These are the words of Jesus to his discipfehe son of
man must suffer many things and be rejected bylders, chief
priests and teachers of the law, and he must legllaihd on the
third day be raised to life.” This was in the bedng or mid-point

of his pastoral ministry, just before Jesus aska@?“Who do
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you say that | am?” Already then, he had tolddiégiples very
clearly that he would be crucified, he would suied die, but he
would rise again. Then towards the end of hisgrakministry (so
in very recent memory compared to the time of #sairrection) he
had said it again. Luke 18:31-33: “We are goipgaiJerusalem,
and everything that is written by the prophets albloe Son of
Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over the Gentiles.
They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flogrh and kill him.
On the third day he will rise again.” So Jesusi€lliras spoken
about this at least twice. We read in the gospMaithew that it
was three times that he had told them that he wdielénd rise
again. Three times! They should have come tadimd with
banners greeting the living, and not with spicegreet the dead.

In verse 8 it says, “Then they remembered his wbrds
They came to faith in Jesus Christ. They beliendus
resurrection immediately at this moment. And theey went to
tell the good news. Verse 9 tells us, “When theye back from
the tomb they told all these things to the elevadhta all the
others.” They became heralds of the good newshiers, lest
others also begin to look for the living among tlead, the best of
things in the worst of places.

“But they did not believe the women,” Luke 24:1ysa
That would seem to mean that none of the elevemnpiies or all

the others who were with them would believe whatwlomen
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said, because “their words seemed to them likeerses” They
thought that the women were telling crazy storidad so, just as
God has worked powerfully in the hearts of the worteopen
them up to receive the news of Christ’s victoryatsm God had to
work powerfully in the hearts of the disciples f@ea up their
hearts, so that they too could accept and believenessage of
Christ’s victory and resurrection. On the Fridggt three days
earlier, God had accomplished a great victory.otigh his son,
God had accomplished the forgiveness of all ows, dircause
Jesus died, suffering the punishment we deser@aal must
continue to work with his grace. God'’s love musttinue to
reach out to us because he has to also win ayiot@r our sinful
hearts, because we don’t want to believe in Jesus.

Our passage of scripture teaches in a very foreefdla
very memorable way that faith in God is a gift tieatd gives to
us. The last important victory is the victory ower own
resistance and our own unbelief. The apostle §lzdks of faith
as God’s gift. In his letter to the Ephesians, P.8&ul says, “Itis
by grace you have been saved through faith — @adstihot from
yourselves, it is the gift of God.”

| ask you, brothers, sisters, and friends of thedit do
you believe in the resurrection? Do you beliea tlesus is not
just a pitiful saviour that we may be sorry aboti@ is the great

and powerful saviour, who is in glory and who regm heaven! If
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you believe that, then you are blessed. God isgito you the
miracle which he has done 2000 years ago. Givegtai God for
your faith and do what the women did: share thisdgnews with
others. Some will not believe, but some will. g glory of God
he will work through you to grant faith in the reection of Jesus
Christ to many others. May God be glorified, bessaall glory

belongs to him.

April 15, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 24:27 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained to them what was said in all the Scrggwroncerning
himself.”

The Risen Lord Reveals the Truth in the Old Testarhe

Reading: Luke 24:13-35
Text: Luke 24:27
Good evening,

There was an Englishman named Francis Bacon, wto sa
that hope is a good breakfast, but a bad suppérat @6 you think
that might mean? We rise in the morning and wdiked with
hope. We have ambition, we want to do certainghin the day,
and throughout the day we see the things that ywed#or unfold.
God blesses us with the energy that we give talflye But hope
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is not for the evening. The evening is a time wivermay look
back and see the blessings God has given us. is@pgood
breakfast but a bad supper.

| apply that to the life of Jesus Christ. Many jpechave
come to know the great things that God is promisimgugh the
preaching of Jesus Christ. Jesus has taught pabplé the love
of God and the triumph that God will give to evergly who
suffers and who is afraid, if they believe in Jeshany people
have had their hearts filled with hope and theyl@o&ing forward
to the fulfillment of their hope.

In our passage, these people are traveling onwasirto
Emmaus, and they say that they are completely paaged in the
hope that Jesus gave them. They believed that eicthe things
that Jesus promised them could come true, becasss was
crucified, he died and was put in the grave. Alttadir hopes have
come to nothing. That’s what | mean — hope iscasugpper. You
can’'t go to bed with hope; you rise in the morniodnope. But if
in the end you still don’t have what you're hopiieg, and all you
have left is hope, then you are empty. That'sihg these people
felt. They felt completely empty. They had hopedso much,
and they had gotten nothing.

But why do they have nothing? Why don’t they get af
the things that they have been hoping for? Laditl is a big

problem here. The reason why they don’t have dnlyeothings
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that they’re hoping for is because, even though iS@iving it to
them and offering it to them, they don’t reach alitand to accept
it from God. | hope that you are able to underdtdat this
evening, and that you too may be a person who $ayaye no
reason to complain. God gives me so much, arichekd to do is
to see the grace that God has given me and rqgodgive thanks
to him.” None of us has hope for supper. We hakat God
offers — the forgiveness of sins and much else.

It's amazing how, on the resurrection Sunday, #&qof
Christ’s resurrection was met with unbelief. Thewpeople who
should have believed in the resurrection did néiebe. Peter and
John and the apostles “did not believe the womecalse their
words seemed to them like nonsense.” And now ttraselers on
the way to Emmaus, who were also people who had hopesus,
who knew about him personally and were familiatwiis
ministry, are wondering about the stories the woimave told, and
they are determined to hold on to their unbel\fe need to pay
careful attention to that because if there is shimgtthat we are
inclined to do, it is this: We want to hold on tohelief. We are
not inclined to believe in the victory of God’s for us.

When the passage opens in verse 13, it beginsibiescr
these people traveling down the road to Emmaus®same day
that Jesus rose from the dead. Emmaus was abdilbffetres

from Jerusalem. While they are talking about thegs that have
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been happening — the arrest of Jesus, his triatbdie Sanhedrin,
his conviction by Pontius Pilate and his crucifixi@eath and
burial — Jesus joins them, a third traveler. Areread in verse
16, “they were kept from recognizing him.” What ytau think
kept them from recognizing that this man was Jedukthk it was
unbelief. There are some people that say thapgpsarance was
changed. That may be somewhat true as well. ddban raised
in glory, immortal, and yet he still had the woumfshis hands
and his side and his feet. But his appearancenaiaso different
that they could not recognize that this man wassleSo it was
unbelief that prevented them from recognizing JeSueey were
determined to hold on to the idea that Jesus id.d&aey did not
want to believe in the resurrection. That's a fantale to us,
isn't it? People don’t want to believe in the mesation.

Jesus joins them and he asks them, in verse 17at"arfe
you discussing together as you walk along?” Anelophs
answers, “Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem aachdt know the
things that have happened there in these daystis &sks, “What
things?” And then they explain it to him, startiwgh the hope
that they had. Jesus had given them hope. Hespw@den of great
things. He had unfolded for them things about @@y had never
dared to imagine: God’s love, God’'s mercy, Godibseness,
God’s triumph. They said, “He was a prophet, pdwen word
and deed before God and all the people.” Jesusdvadled to
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them things about God they would otherwise nevee lkaown.

He was a powerful prophet, not only in the thirfgst the said, but
in the things that he did. He healed people, barded people, he
raised the dead.

In verse 21 they say, “But we had hoped that hethas
one who was going to redeem Israel.” There yoielhat word
“hope”. We had hoped he was going to be the Massidehad
hoped. But now he’s dead, and we know that thatavialse
hope. That is what they believed, what they wetdihg on to.

“And what is more, it is the third day since alisttook
place.” (Luke 24:21) Here they were referringtte prediction of
Jesus, when he said, “On the third day | will again.” They
wondered why the third day had come and he hadset. Then
we read in verses 22-24, “In addition, some ofwamen amazed
us. They went to the tomb early this morning bdhd find his
body. They came and told us that they had seésia\of angles,
who said he was alive. Then some of our companiemg to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, batthey did not
see.” And so, even though an angel from heavendféshe
people that Jesus is risen, they are holding ¢hetio unbelief.
Unbelief is a powerful thing, and it wants to l&y terrible grip on
your heart as well, and not let you go.

Then Jesus said to them, verse 25, “How foolishagreu

and how slow of heart to believe all that the petpthave
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spoken!” He calls them fools and unbelieversthimBible, a fool
is a person who does not fear God. Psalm 14 $Hys,fool says
in his heart there is no God.” They are beingiffobecause they
do not fear God, they fear man. An unbelieveoima&one who
does not accept what God reveals in the Bible. #eg do not
accept what God revealed through his son. Thayodaccept
what Jesus taught and they do not fear God. Treefpals and
unbelievers. And God does not want us to remawisfand
unbelievers. He wants us to have wisdom and faiflesus Christ.
And therefore Jesus changed them from what theg teewhat he
wanted them to be. He opened the scriptures. “fohsh you
are, and how slow of heart to believe all thatghephets have
spoken! Did not the Christ have to suffer thesegs and then
enter his glory?” This is the most beautiful thinEhe thing that
they are bemoaning, that they are grieving thaisldged, is the
best of all things, it’s the fulfillment of scriptes! He had to suffer
these things, but he also had to rise from the dedcenter his
glory, and he did that.

Then Jesus opens up the scriptures and, “Beginmiiig
Moses and all the prophets, he explained to theat whs said in
all the scriptures concerning himself.” (Luke 24:2He changed
them from fools and unbelievers by opening the &tblthem,
because the Bible is what makes us wise. It isg¢hding of God’s

word that makes us fear God — to fear God withkthd of fear
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that a child has for a father. It is reverentjhgvear that God
wants to create in us so that we may be wise. &lesthem wise
and he creates faith in them by showing that theeBs all about
Jesus, with the central event being the resurmeétam the dead.
Jesus showed them that the Bible is the story wfGod rescues
us from our sins. It's all about how God lovesansl how he did
whatever needed to be done in order to save us.

Understand now that when Jesus opened the scsgtere
made them wise and made them into believers. ohepof God
overcame their unbelief so that they believed. \Blt is it that
made them believe? They believed, not becausesthgylesus.
They believed because they discovered Jesus Bilthe They
saw Jesus in the same way that you can see Jegueading the
Bible, by having somebody explain the Bible. loidy later,
when Jesus Christ celebrated the Lord’s Suppertivéim, that
“their eyes were opened and they recognized hifauke 24:31)
Now they know for a fact that they have seen wittirteyes that
Jesus has risen from the dead, but they have gltedidved it
because Jesus preached it to them.

We need to put all our energy into fighting againsbelief,
but we are not able to do it on our own. By natueeare fools and
unbelievers. We need to be near God’s word. Vée heread the
Bible and discover God'’s grace in Jesus Christu Need to have

somebody explain God’s word to you, just as Jegpkmed it to
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these people traveling to Emmaus. Because whapes
scripture and when people explain it to us, wealisc the thing
which no human being could ever imagine on thein:aive love
of God who gave his own son in order that we masetsalvation.
Stay near to God’s word. Stay near to God’s chuf&tay
near to the place where you hear God’s word pnoadiand
taught. And Jesus will stay near to you, and Hekeep you on
the path of wisdom, the path of faith and life. \M# make sure
that you never go to bed hungry. Your hope in &gl never
disappoint you. He gives us everything that wdatever want,

through his word.

April 22, 2007
Mr. Jim Witteveen

1 Samud 8:7 “And the LORD told him (Samuel): ‘Listen to all
that the people are saying to you; it is not yaythave rejected,
but they have rejected me as their king.”

Israel Rejects God as Their King

Reading: 1 Samuel 8:1-9
Text: 1 Samuel 8:7

Last Sunday evening, Pastor Paul preached fromgdsgel
of Luke, the passage where Jesus is speaking toemoon the
Road to Emmaus. The verse that he spoke about wkaes24:27 -
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And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, xpagned to
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerhingself.

Tonight we're starting a new series of Sunday exgeni
messages, and last week's Sunday evening messagegnaat
way to bring us back to the Old Testament, wherdinee
ourselves tonight. Because Moses and all the ptspimeother
words, the whole Old Testament, tell us about @higen
tonight's passage, where we don't see any progifechrist, or
mention of him at all, points us to Christ. Andtthavhat I'd like to
speak about tonight.

The first thing we need to do when we look at ffassage
is to think about what was going on in Israel &t time that Israel
asked for a king. Samuel was one of the great @tspdf the Old
Testament, but he was also the last of the juddesjudges were
rulers of the people who were appointed by Go@#al the people
after they arrived in Canaan, the promised land céreread about
them in the book of Judges, which comes right leefloe books of
Samuel in the Old Testament.

In Israel's history at the time of the judges, ¢heas a
pattern, a way things happened. The people wolldhfa sin.
They would forget about God, and they would stantshipping
idols instead. Instead of serving the God who teht into the
promised land, they served the false gods of tloplpearound

them. And what happened then? God would deliventbeer to
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their enemies. They would be defeated, and oppilease beaten
up, and finally, when they were at their lowesgythvould cry out
to God. And God would send them someone. Gideams8a,
many others, and finally, Samuel. And the samegthiappened
during the time of Samuel. The people fell intoayain, and God
sent the Philistines to attack them. Samuel lethtback to the
true God, and God delivered them from the PhilegtifNo matter
how stubborn and wicked and foolish the people wéoa had
mercy on them when they turned away from their aimg cried
out to him. God continued to be merciful to his jpled

The judges were weak, sinful people, just likeBig. God
had placed them into their position, and had givem special
power in special ways so that they could do theirkwvand lead his
people. This was the important thing — not thay tvere such
special people of themselves, but that God haderhttem to do a
job. He had made them leaders.

But now, the people said, Samuel was getting oig.sdns
were not righteous like he was, and the people edhatking. But
the fact that they wanted a king was not, in itselbad thing. In
the laws of Deuteronomy, God had given rules fking, when
Israel would receive one. Having a king was notgiablem. The
problem was the reasavhy the people wanted a king, their

motivation. What made them want a king? Was itlyda¢cause
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Samuel was old and because his sons were no gaod@¥here
another reason behind it?

Well, if we look at Chapter 8 a little more closelye can
see what it was that was making the people wairig Kn verse
5, the elders of Israel say to Samuel, “You are ahdl your sons
do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king todess, such as
all the other nations have.” So they have theiusgc- you are old,
your sons do not walk in your ways... but then cetheir real
reason for wanting a king: “such as all the otregrans have!”
They want a king because they want to be like @teons around
them!

Israel was a special people. They were called by Gde
his special people. He chose them to be diffeteriie separate,
from the people around them. And now they wantduakttike the
other people! This was problem #1 — they wanteohg kecause
they wanted to be like everyone else. They didahtto be
different.

But then there's problem #2, which comes up lateno
this chapter. After Samuel tells the people abduha bad things
a king will do to them, they still refuse to listemhim. Verse 19:
“But the people refused to listen to Samuel. Noéybaid. We
want a king over us. Then we will be like all thber nations, with

a king to lead us and to go out before us and fightoattles.”
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So again — we want to be like the other nations.iByets
even worse — we not only want to be like the ottaions, but we
want this king to fight our battles for us! Now rember where
Israel had come from. They had come out of Egym, @od had
led them. They didn't need a great king and a gneay to defeat
the Egyptians, because God was their great kindhdddead
them, he had defeated their enemies on the wagfdtgypt, and
he had defeated their enemies when they enterqutéhgsed
land. Remember the city of Jericho — all the pebjple to do was
march around the city and blow their trumpets, @od destroyed
it for them, without them having to fight at alluBnow it seemed
like the people were forgetting about all of thittiey didn't have
enough faith that Godiould lead them and fight their battles for
them, so they wanted a human king.

And this is why God said to Samuel, “It is not yitbey
have rejected, but they have rejected me as thvgr’kt was God
they were rejecting, not Samuel. It wasn't bec&@aauel was old,
or because his sons were wicked — it's becausentésynot
faithful.

But the Lord gives the people what they want. His te
Samuel, Listen to what the people are saying. @ige a king.
But warn them. Make sure they don't go into thrggkihing with
any false ideas or hopes about what a king willSmeSamuel tells
them. What will a king do for them? Well, he'll éirgour sons into
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the army. He'll take your other sons away from god make them
work in his fields. He'll take others from you t@ake weapons.
He'll take your daughters away to work for him.|Heke your
best land, your best fields and vineyards and dfises. He'll tax
you. And at the end of this long list, Samuel s&y#hen that day
comes, you will cry out for relief from the king ydave chosen,
and the Lord will not answer you.” Because you migxgechoice.
You were warned, but you made the choice.

And again the people say, we don't care abouhall Ve
want a king. And God says, Listen to them. Givenrtleeking.

Remember at the beginning of the message | saictea
this verse in the Old Testament points us to Chtetis our king!
Jesus is Lord — Jesus is king! He has claim ovef ais, over all
of our lives, over all of his world. He is the gré&éng, and we are
all called to serve him, and to have him as ougkas our Lord.
Every Sunday here at Streetlight we are callednaigeserve Jesus
as our King — to believe in him, to worship himgttast in him, to
serve him. Sunday after Sunday we hear the mes3eges is Lord
— worship him.

This is a call from God himself. When someone h#daes
gospel message, the good news that Jesus is kidgegects that
message, he is not rejecting the messenger. légeiing God as
king. When | started to put together this eveningessage, | was

reminded of a passage in the gospel of John, wdpehks about

Streetlight Ministries Page 37

our great king. In John chapter 19, Pontius Pildie Roman
leader, has spoken to Jesus after his arrest,ehddfound no
guilt in him. This man is innocent, and Pilate kisotv So in
19:12, we read, “Pilate tried to set Jesus freethmiJews kept
shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no fdesf Caesar.
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."rVHilate
heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat downegjudige’'s seat at
a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Araima
Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of Pasdteek, about
the sixth hour. "Here is your king," Pilate saidhe Jews. But
they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Cyubim!"
"Shall | crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We hawe king but
Caesar," the chief priests answered. Finally Phateded him over
to them to be crucified.”

And that was it. The people of Israel were agajeateng
God as their king. We have no king but Caesarlgaders of the
people say. The real king was standing right tirefeont of him,
but they refused to see it. They wanted Caesagertiperor of the
Romans, to be their king instead. Again they ditvmant to have
God as king. In their sin, and in their blindnebkgy rejected God
in the flesh. And finally Pilate handed him ovet® crucified.

And now, Christ has been crucified. He has risemfthe
dead. And he has ascended into heaven, whereshet #ite right

hand of God. He was the king. He is the king. Aedalways will
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be the king. Because the people of Israel rejduiadas their king
and had him crucified, he died. But he did notfdrenothing. He
died for the sins of those who believe in him. hedso that his
people could live. And now he lives so that hisgleaan rule as
kings alongside him.

This is our king. The only question is: Will yourge this
king? Or do you want a king of your own choosingzause if
you want to choose your own king, God will give ytbe king you
choose. But choosing any other king to rule ydierbesides Jesus
is a dangerous path indeed. Because there is aBlyroe King,

and that King is Jesus Christ, our Lord.

April 29, 2007
Rev. Doug Vandeburgt

Job 23:10 “But he knows the way that | take; when he hatet
me, | will come forth as gold.”

I Will Come Forth as Gold

Reading: Job 23
Text: Job 23:10

There is a story behind the verse | have chosenetach on
tonight. Some years ago when | was a pastor in &eiBolorado |
regularly would visit some senior members in anriapant

complex calledrhe Christian Living Centrédzrom time to time |
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would also lead worship services in this retirentere.
Whenever | visited | would have to buzz up to teegle in their
apartment and if they had their hearing aids iy thieuld answer
the phone and open the front door. Once insideuldvgo to a
little desk across from the elevators and theresutite watchful
eye of one of the residents | would sign in thetars book. Well,
one time as | was signing in there were two wontehexdesk
paging through the Bible. When they recognized wvas they
told me they were looking for a Bible verse. Nowcase you did
not know every minister has memorized every vardae Bible.
Just ask us and we’ll tell you where to find yoarse. | am
kidding! Anyways, these two women told me that ssmere in
the book of Job were the word$will come forth as gold.1 had
to tell them | had no clue where to begin lookinghe book of
Job. But then | had an idea. | turned to the bdchkybible where
there was a concordance. | looked up the vgoid and sure
enough there was the verse they were looking flot-23:10.
Those ladies were happy with me but | must admitvealked
away | was happier with them. It was they who retirhe to a
most wonderful verse of Scripture. To this daylldw that if had
not been for that five minutes of my life | wouldwer have known
about this remarkable verse of Scripture. And $®fitting to tell

you the story behind this verse to honour thesdygedmen who |
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found diligently searching the Scriptures. | woalitourage you to
be like them and search the Scriptures.

Now as we prepare to look at this verse let meyask- do
you know the story of Job? In this chapter Jolaigrgy how he
wishes he could go to heaven and find God so tbadtcsuld
declare that all the bad things that had happemddl were not
because of his sin. Job’s friends were telling had things had
happened to him because he was guilty of greaBsinhJob
declared his innocence and in this chapter expsdssealesire for
God to declare him innocent in the heavenly cdarthe middle of
this speech he says in verse 1But'he knows the way that | take;
when he has tested me, | will come forth as gold.”

Gold is precious and valuable. It is a metal foimthe
earth. But when gold is found in the earth it ixead in with other
things. It is not pure gold. So how do you sepattagegold from
the other things it is mixed in with so that it aesrforth as pure
gold? How do you remove the impurities? With realby fire. A
really hot fire will remove the impurities so thahat comes forth
is pure gold.

Does anyone know what we call that process which
involves the impure gold being placed into a rehby fire? It is
calledrefining or testing.That is why Job says in verse 2@hen
he has tested me, | will come forth as golébb is saying that God

is testing him. That means God is refining him Igcdd is refined
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in a fire. This is why Job also say8ut he knows the way that |
take...” Job is saying that God is directing his life. batieves the
Lord has brought trials and suffering into his lifeorder to test
him and refine him. And most importantly Job bedisthat when
the Lord is done refining him through his trialslasuffering he
will come forth as gold. He believes he is beingfmd by the
Refiner’s fire.

If you are someone who believes in the Lord JesustO
want to ask you, have you ever looked at your tiesilm life the
way Job does here? Have you ever looked at yotersud and
said the Lord knows what is happening? He does khewvay
that you are taking. He knows the way because teetdithe path
of your life. He also knows that you and | are petfect. We are
full of imperfections. We are all filled with impities. And the
Lord won't leave us in that state of impurity. Heés us too
much. We are too precious and valuable in his dgtthat. So
what does he do? He tests us. He refines us wathefiner’s fire. |
once heard someone say it like thispot will take us where we
don’t want to go in order to produce in us whatea@not on our
own.” Do you think Job wanted to lose his family, hisaltle and
his health? Do any of us want to walk down the mdtsuffering?
But the Lord takes us down those paths doesn’'Heetakes us
places we don’t want to go. Why? In order to remoue

impurities. He does it to make us more valuable@nedious in his
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sight. He has us suffer grief in all kinds of tsiah order to change
us into the image of Jesus Christ who though pedied without
sin gave up his life in order that you might beifoed.

Do you believe this? Do you believe Christ gaveéhigife
so that you might be purified? And do you beligvat tyour
present struggles and sorrows are God'’s refiniagiri your life so
that you will be purified? Then in faith you cangithat song we
call Refiner’s Firewith the words, Purify my heart, let me be as
gold, pure gold.1f you believe then with Job you too can sdy, “
will come forth as gold.”
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