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August 5, 2007
Pastor Chris Bosch

Acts 2:39“The promise is for you and your children and ftbr a
who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God hahll.”

God’s Great Promise to Believers and their Children

Reading: Genesis 17: 1-8; Ezekiel 36: 24-29a; AcZO0-41
Text: Acts 2:39

Today is a very special day for Streetlight chur@hue,
every Sunday, or every Lord’s Day (for that is &dreword for the
first day of the week) is special because JesusCathers his
church. Every Lord’s Day is a day of celebrationwWe remember
that it was on the first day of the week that Jesss from the
dead!

Today is very special, however, for it is the fliste that
we have seen a baby baptized here. That is agvesy blessing,
not only for the parents, but for Streetlight clhuas a whole. For
the church confesses thdty, baptism we are received into the
church of God..” (Belgic Confession art. 34) In this, Jesus &hri
shows his great love and favor to us all! And tkaurely reason
for rejoicing!

Now in the days of our text, the church at Jerusdiad
every reason to celebrate. For the day of Pertbeas fully
come” (Acts 2:1, King James translation). With govand
majesty, God the Holy Spirit had been poured likeighty
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waterfall on the congregation of about one hundedl twenty
believers.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, had boldly airoeld the
Gospel concerning Jesus Christ: crucified, deadoamiéd but
raised from the dead and ascended in triumph atsGiytht hand.
The hearts of his hearers, a huge crowd of GodAgdews had
been “cut to the heart.” Hearing Peter's messtgy, realized
they too were guilty of the death of Jesus becabiffieeir sins. So
they had cried out “Brothers, what shall we do?”

Then Peter had told them to repent and to be piizthe
name of Jesus, for the forgiveness of their singloing so they
would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit!

But how could they receive God’s gifts? Were they
unworthy? How can those who deserve to be condeéree
crowned with God’s rich Spirit? In our text therdaised Peter to
speak of God’s covenant of grace and mercy to \sigeand their
children - that all believers, throughout the gatiens might be
comforted, encouraged, and directed to serve Jelsust. That
the church of Christ might not only be preservetrbight grow,
and for that purpose let us hear God’s Word, wkays to us this
morning,

The promise is for you and to your children and fati

who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God witall.
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We hear of: 1. The wealth of this promise
2. The width of this promise
3. The way of this promise

1. The wealth of this promise:

“For the promise is to you’..lt is a grand and wealthy
promise indeed. Grand and wealthy because Petdl'fr
repentance and baptism “for the forgiveness of setslled the
gracious foundation or ground for that repentarBesides, it
gives the assurance of that gift of the Holy Smfitvhich Peter
spoke, that life-giving Spirit who was so activelasisible on the
day of Pentecost.

Those God-fearing men of Judea, that “house oélsra
which had been “cut to the heart,” needed to hétrad promise.
They needed to hear it on the basis of God’s Waset's not
forget where that multitude had been. | don’t mgaographically
(in Mesopotamia, Egypt and Rome), but spirituatlyelation to
Jesus Christ.

Though they were devout, God-fearing men, theyyeal
had been strangers to the Lord and his promisks. miessage
they heard of Christ crucified, raised, and ascdvdas entirely
new to them. Though they had busied themselvds miny man-
made laws, they had not lived in the hope and glssliof God’s
Word.
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Now here was a man who spoke of “the promis&.he'

promise” “to them,” i.e. for them and with therAle spoke of it as
if it was a treasure, a family heirloom. In dosmhe jogged their
memory. That he might remove their ‘spiritual ca@bs’ as it
were. That they might recall the wealth of thature.

They knew something of what Peter was talking aldout
no one said, what do you mean? Which promise, ethefve
know it too, don’t we? Forthe promisgis nothing else but that
gracious covenant word which God gave to Abrahaamd and
Jacob long ago. That sure Word we read in Gem.Wwhich God
promised that He would make Abraham the fathermtéitude
of nations. With it, the Lord said that He woulel their God -
their God who would give them priceless possessi@higeless!

You known that the wealth and worth of a gift is
inseparable from the wealth and worth of the givieeceive a
lovely gift from a neighbour and it is one thinBeceive it from a
king and it is quite another. What value would ydiach to that
gift if by it the giver-king promises to give Him&2 Now the
promise given to Abraham and to His descendantdiveagromise
of everlasting life, given by the God of life.

That promise left no room for doubt. It was no Yyina’
like the “maybes” of mortal men who, though welieinded, often
fail to make good the least of their promises. th promise is

the promise of the Lord God Almighty, who holds theole world
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in His hand! That God established His covenanhevigh our

first parents, Adam and Eve in Paradise. In Hegrhe promised
to send a Savior to deliver His people from thesewof sin and
death (Gen. 3:15).

Those God-fearing people were surely familiar wiité
Scriptures. So they knew that the whole OT isrs&ta by the
promise of the Lord. That promise was not oneaoftdy
possessions, the prospect of a good job, a qteetdng-lasting
health, and a happy family. No, God’s people wele that this
promise was to sustain them, even when they hgd through the
valley of the shadow of death. This promise of t8bd was to be
before them when they crossed rivers, and foudbhed battled
with God’s enemies.

Yet it was an immensely rich promise, for it spoké&sod’s
covenant grace and favour. That favour in whighltbrd had set
His heart on Israel to make them His possessianlove them out
of all the families of the earth. And to give théme forgiveness of
sins and life, everlasting. To give them sure hopat the curse of
sin would be removed, that righteousness wouldbigs in Christ
who was to come.

Righteousness in Christ, the treasure of a clesr,sh right
relationship to the Lord, the comfort of close conmion, with the
Lord.
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In his Pentecost sermon, Peter had laboured to Bieow
hearers that God’s Word was fulfilled in Jesus §thrHe’d quoted
David in Psalms 16 and 110. David who spoke oistiwhen he
said, ‘The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand bhthake
your enemies a footstool for your féefPs. 110:1)

Listen closely and you will hear of that Savioueswtime
God gives his promises to those who belong to Hithink of
what God said to Abraham in Gen. 12«ill bless you, and make
your name great, and.... in you all the familiesha earth shall be
blessed.” That blessedness was the promise of the forngige of
sins, in Jesus Christ, without which there is resbing. It was the
promise of deliverance, from the curse of sin agakld. It was
God'’s sure covenant Word concerning the righteaspéChrist,
put on Abraham’s account, by grace through faith.

In that grace God loved Israaitit of all the families of the
earth.” Not at all because they were better or morelfeatay
inclined to listen to Him. On the contrary! Fobraham and Isaac
and David and Israel were not better than the nattound about.
Despite their stubbornness of heart and theirteesie to His will,
God came to them giving the promise of crown jewelgiveness
of sins, righteousness, salvation in the bloodlofisE. A promise
of an Only Comforter in life and death. A suremprse concerning
thrones and dominion, victory over all God’s enesnaven the

last enemy, death.
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God did not leave it at that. There was that psenaf the
Holy Spirit not just to a select few, but to many -all those who
would repent of their sins and receive that hobthle sign and
seal of God’s promise. In the Old Testament, shgit was the
blood sign of circumcision. It involved a physicaltting away of
a piece of flesh and it stood for the cutting awégin. A blood
sign, because it pointed to the blood that woultehta be shed for
the forgiveness of those sins.

We read something of that wealthy promise concerthe
Holy Spirit in Ezekiel 36. In it God saidl Will put my Spirit in
you and move you to follow my decrees and be dawekeep my
laws” (v.27) That prophecy called for repentance luapart of
God'’s people, and it spoke of a sprinkling withacievater on
them. What was that but a picture of holy baptisat was to
come? Baptism, which is a picture of the washiwgyaof our sins
by the blood of Christ. God’s own testimony tHaige with
whom he made that covenant would receive His Hplyit3o0 live
in them. That by grace, through faith, they migatassured that
all their sins are washed away. Assured as wellyaheard in the
Form for Baptism that one day true believers “shiadlly be
presented without blemish (i.e. pure and holy) agribve assembly
of God'’s elect in life eternal.

But now the people who heard this promise had twmkn

also this: the richest promises will do you no gootess you
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believe them! If you doubt them or worse, turniyback on them
and neglect them, God’s promises can turn arouicdrge you
instead. Peter knew that. That's why he calleg¢hGod-fearing,
believing Jews to repentance. Yes, they were @adg, but
they need to believe in Jesus Christ, for outsfd@ro no one can
be saved.

And even when you believe in Jesus Christ, singavel
still need to repent from the sins we do daily. $iit need to get
on our knees and ask God for forgiveness. Yewrederful,
amazing thing is that God remains true to his worbdough we
often fail him, with our pride and selfishness and unbelief, he
still says, “yesterday and today and tomorrow,reta me and |
will return to you. Believe in me, and the pronsisenade way
back then, which will surely come true in your lif€or the
promise is to you, believers, and to your children.

What a comfort and what a joy and what encouragémen
for those who live today, for those who receivddrein from
God's hand. But also for singles, for young pe@devell as for
elderly folks, and even for those who have led #fahlives. For
you and me, sinful from the wombs of our mothers.

Yet, if we believe, we are the richest people mworld.
Were you baptized, once long ago perhaps, in theeNat the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Cling to that God aad/e Him

from the heart. Believe in Jesus Christ. Beli®o&l’'s sure Word,

Streetlight Ministries Page 11

God'’s promises as so many Jews did on the dayrdéBast. On
that day, no less than 3,000 accepted the Wordhbasd and were
baptized and so were added to the church. Thresamol in one
day!

The wealth of God’s promise has not diminisheddayo
Jesus Christ is still gathering his church, rigktehas well as in
many other places in this world. He does so irctxshe same
way as he did on the day of Pentecost, by His VdoiSpirit.
Through the faithful preaching of the Word.

No then we do not boast of ourselves. We aretlike
man, a poor sinner in the Bible who said, “Lorcelieve, help my
unbelief.” We boast of our God and Saviour, whélia great
love did not limit his promises to a few, but tomgaeven to those
who were and are “far off,” as many “whom the Lord God will
call.”

2. The width of God’s promise:

To have a great treasure promised to one pers@veorto
one family is a marvelous thing. To know it exted a number
of people no one can count is knowledge beyond svoiia
believe that it is given to former aliens, (not kfans but people
who once were far removed from God and his Wordtuiy
amazing.

Now the grace of God is very deep and very wideu ¥ee

and hear of it on the day God made His covenarfit Alitraham
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and with his offspring. Time and again, God repddhat promise
concerning the families of the earth who would Es&ed “in
Abraham” and in his descendants.

Families, nations evenFor the God of the covenant is a
most rich and merciful God. Though for a long tihhe restricted
His covenant love to one nation, Israel, He waitedpromise to
be made known to the ends of the earth. So we daly hear of
individuals who were not of the nation of Israet o
nevertheless were joined to God’s people: RahalRankl and
Naaman the Syrian. But God spoke in Psalm 46:}i0ga‘Be
still and know that | am God; | will be exalted amgathe
nations..” and again in Psalm 96:A%cribe to the LORD, O
families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory aticength’.

Not only do the psalmists prophesy concerning titens
that will be heirs of the promises concerning Je3lusst, but the
prophets time and again speak of nations streamiodhe Lord’s
holy temple (or church). Just before our Lord 3eShrist
ascended into heaven, he gave his disciples tlex tw@jo and
“make disciples of all nations baptizing them iht® name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy SpiiMatthew 28:19)

To be sure, for a long time Israel alone was God’s
cherished people. God said to theivpti only have | chosen from
all the families of the earth(Amos 3:2) Yet all the while, the

Lord was making his way to the day that he wouldropis
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treasures even to Philistia and Tyre and Ethiopga 87). So, the
prophets spoke ofptace, peace to the far and the riea
(Isa.57:19), so the Lord’s dominion would Beotn the River to
the ends of the eartliZech. 9:10).

Those promises began to be fulfilled at Pentecddtese
were testimonies concerning the widening of Jacdbi#t, the
expansion of God’'s covenant promises. Surely it iather
testimony to the grace of GodFdr the promise is to you and to
your children”

They were believers by God’s grace alone. Of tiedves,
like we, undeserving people. Like Israel, peopl®wmultiplied
transgressions,” nations where “justice was tutmeszk” and
righteousness stood “far off.” Yet people who iod% grace
would also hear of his peace and of his healingtSpeople with
whom Jesus Christ is busy today, pulling them d¢the misery of
unbelief and superstition, to come to his lightt Hecause they
deserve it, but because God is so very, very gdadazing Grace,
indeed!

So Jesus Christ took down what the Bible calls “the
dividing wall” between Jew and Gentile, that people were “far
off” (not just miles away physically but those wivere far
removed from God spiritually because of their sinsuld be

drawn into close communion with God by His Word &rit.
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Let us stand in awe of the width, the breadth offi&&ve
the wide extent of his promise. Where would weehlagen if the
Lord had extended his promise to the Jews aloné&2r&vould
we be, if God’s Word had not gone out? If it had moved from
Jerusalem to Samaria to Rome and to the world, sxddrall be
lost and without hope in the world.

But listen, The promise is to you and to your children and
to those who are far off To be sure, those promises must be
believed. Our lives must be faith-lives and we talisdo faith
works. Not because we could ever pay God for W&t done for
us or because we can earn our salvation, but ayreat
thankfulness. Because we realize that when Goesialcovenant
with believers and their seed, there are also cveobligations
that we owe to God simply out of love for and thaihkess to him
for his great gifts.

We are to rejoice in the wealth of his promisedat@
them on our lips and to confess the faith with thélro “declare
the praises of him who called you out of darknats his
wonderful light (1 Peter 2: 9), and to love Christ and his church
and to really live as children of promise. In dpso, we honor the
way of the Lord and trust and obey his call.

3. The way of that promise:

| think we have already seen quite a bit of thag.wh is

nothing else but the way of God’s Word. That Watdch reveals
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the Christ, who is the Way and the Truth and ttie.LWhen the
Word of that Christ and the Christ of that Word cidien that call
is most effective. Then lives are changed. Thepfe are cut to
the heart and cry out for direction on the pathfef Then God’s
call to repent and believe is honored and liveschesnged. Then
the word creates its own territory, then the Hobyri§ makes
fertile ground. By His grace! Then children ofmezre
transformed into children of God. Then heavenicepand hearts
are made glad.

That is the way of God’s call, always and only tigb the
Word. Not through some warm fuzzy feeling, nootigh some
magical experience, but through the Word, whictnéspower of
God unto salvation for all who believe (Romans 1:16

No then, it is not the worthy who are called, foe Lord
himself said he did not come to call the rightedus,sinners, to
repentance (Matt. 9:13). God's call is not a haphdtossing
around of the name of Jesus. It is a call thatlisf God’s
effective purpose, to save and redeem, from sirshate.

The amazing thing is that when God the Holy Sgioiés to
work with his Word lives are truly changed as tingre on that
day of Pentecost so long ago. That same HolytSpitt the very
same Word still does wonders today. God stillscadlhimself

those whom he’s set apart for himself in his vasaglove.
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Now the question is, when we hear His voice, wal Ngten
and humble ourselves and obey? Will we join theke on the
day of Pentecost were “cut to the heart” in reatizheir sins?
May it be that we will trust the Lord of promisencatruly believe.

Then we may rejoice. For the call of God has gmuteto
the ends of the earth. He did not pass us by, ahdal write us
off. Also here, in downtown Hamilton, Christ Jessigstablishing
his church. Praise God, for also here many aliegadteps to
better know God’s Word, and so one day profess fagh in
Jesus Christ. Also here, the Holy Spirit has gikiengift of holy
baptism for the strengthening of our faith. Letpuay that before
long also here that other sacrament, the Lord’p8umay be
celebrated.

All praise and thanks to God, who keeps his wordrofmise
today, tomorrow and forever. Blessed be the Lfindhe so
glorious, he alone does wondrous things. O Godllahe earth

our chorus, with Amen, Amen rings!
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August 12, 2007
Written by Rev. Tony Zekveld
Read by Richard Bultje

Matthew 5:5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth.”

Blessed Are The Meek

Reading: Psalm 37:1-11
Text: Matthew 5:5

What does it mean to be meek? Does it not meha to
humble, gentle, considerate of others, and notstgrup for ones
wants? Do you think a person is born meek? | kfrom my
children they are not. They will fight for theots very easily.
How does a person become meek? Usually from masstor
being humbled. Who are some people you considee tneek?

The meek inheriting the earth - how is this pogstbWe
would expect the opposite; the proud and the stsamgn to inherit
the earth! Don’t the powerful, the prosperous,entihe earth? Or
so it seems - they have the earth now. They gat thiley want
and they often get it through their evil schemé&key are the
loudest and the strongest, so they get ahead.oDe@wer notice
that they flex their own muscles, push their owaratpas? They

are in control of the earth! They get their way!
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But it won’t always be that way. Our Lord Jesugssa
Matthew 5:5, Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth” The followers of Jesus are the meek. They laave
difference in attitude and destiny from those whuaéthe earth
now. Keep in mind that Jesus followers have:

1. A difference in attitude (vs. 5a) that is a elifnt way of looking
at others and things.

2. A difference in destiny (vs. 5b) that is a diéfiet future than
those who do no follow Jesus.

1. The Difference in Attitude

Picture this scenario: you are in the grocery shore the
line up is long at the cash-counter. Suddenlgédtor four people
push themselves into the front of the line. Thaythey are in a
hurry and they step right in front of an elderlypte.

Is this a picture of meekness? No, it's the exagiosite!
The word “meek” means, gentle, humble, consideaatenot
promoting yourself and pushing for your wants. rigemeek is
having a fruit which the Lord Jesus gives by HigiS those
who trust in Him as we read in Galatians 5:22-ZBe meek are
those who endure suffering, injustice in the propay; that is,
with gentleness, and not trying to control thingdeekness
doesn’t mean that they are weak and timid. Jesissmeek, but
he was not weak or timid. The meek don’t maket afimoise

when injustice is done against them. They dort't‘igent out of
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shape” over it. They trust in the Lord. They h&a@d’s promises.
But the wicked don’t, and that's why they make tiogse they do.
They only have this earth - that's all! But theakédollowers of
Jesus do have something to look forward to.

The difference of attitude between the meek anavibked
is seen in Psalm 37. This Psalm was written bylderenan
(probably King David) who also had to learn to wallkhe way of
meekness. He had learned this from experiencat i$thow all
followers of Jesus learn to be meek - by turninGtal and not to
themselves in times of stress.

The Psalmist exhorts u)b not fret because of evildoers,
nor be envious of the workers of iniquitfy’s. 1). The wicked get
ahead by pushing others around. They get a gookl amal get all
the awards. They get what they want by force réngjth. You
have tried your best and yet they got what theytachand you
didn’t. Don’t be envious. Some bribe and cheaggbwhere they
want to be in the world and get ahead. They prospeause of
their own wicked schemes (37:7b). In doing soy tbféen push
the meek down and therefore the meek often suffaestice. The
meek often ask : God am | not one of yours? Did iyot promise
to help me? Why do the unrighteous get ahead White
struggling?

God answers all these questions by saying, “doettdr

get bent out of shape when men succeed in theisw8top being
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angry, and turn from your wrath. Do not fret ot gpset with
wicked people getting what they want while you suff You
might be asking yourself “how is that possible?wHman | remain
meek when wicked people get what they want andfesi

God also tells us why we should not get upset: $SEho
wicked schemers will be cut down like the grassevildoers shall

be cut off.” The injustices you receive in thiglare only

temporary. Deliverance will come for the meekdulérs of Jesus.

In a short while, you will look carefully for wickeman’s place
but it will be no more. They trust in themselvesi o do not put
their trust in God. They trust in their own cleveethods to get
ahead. They use the courts to get ahead and tesedience.
They yell and scream and try to push others otheaf way. They
demand their rights.

I hope you are not like this. If you are sometimdsope
you realize that is not good to be like that. pégou fight that
attitude. Look at verses 3-7: Trust in the LoBb good. While
living on the earth, trust that God is faithful elight yourself in
the Lord. Commit your way to Him, your life, yowork, your
family. Trustin Him. Trust that God will makeitigs right and
justice will come in time. Patiently wait for Gadtime to make
things right. In doing this, you will become mesmtd so receive a
great blessing.
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Do you know that there is no need for God’s chitdie
worry? Why? Becaus&he meek shall inherit the earth and shall
delight themselves in the abundance of peate.Matthew 5,
picture our Lord Jesus, raising His hands and proaing His
blessing on the meekBfessed are the meek, for they will inherit
the earth’

The meek see that they do not deserve anythingibe
their own sins. They are amazed when people tiinkem as
well as they do. And this makes them humble, gemtid sensitive
towards others. To use our earlier illustratitveyt won't step in
front of others in the grocery line. They will i older couple
step in front of them. They will let others geeald. Those who
trust in God, show their meekness in all of lifelccumstances.

The meek followers of Jesus not only have a differe
attitude than the wicked, they also have a diffefeture.

2. The Difference in Destiny

The wicked, who trust in themselves and their own
schemes, will be cut off forever. In a short whileey will be no
more. But the meek, theshall inherit the earth, yes, this earth!

The meek do not lash back; take revenge againseé twbo
commit injustices. They do not easily takes thittggsourt. They
trust the Lord will take care of all them. “Vermece is mine, |
will repay,’ says the Lord.” (Rom. 12:19). The rkexee, by faith,

something so much greater than the present wotlditgi
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injustices. They see their place in the new eafite meek have a
quiet confidence that God will keep His promiség meek
believe they will inherit the earth, and they alesbed already now
with this confidence and expectation!

And how will the meek inherit this earth? By meahs
revolution! Will it be by an earthly revolutiondghthe meek will
gain control of this earth? No, no, no. Thishis way of the
wicked. We have seen lots of examples of revatuitiathe world,
but this is not the way of the Lord.

Notice, ‘for they shall inherit the earth.”If you receive an
inheritance from your parents, you are the legakhs what they
give you. It belongs to you. You did not earbut you are its
true, rightful owner. In the same way, the meeilshherit the
earth because God is their Father and Jesus isSia@or. Not by
revolution, but by divine intervention, God givéls The meek do
not earn it, it is a gift given to the meek. Thed®o trust in the
Lord Jesus alone for their salvation will shar¢hi@ things Jesus
has. Jesus is the owner of earth. Believing sugdenean’s Jesus
will share the earth with you. True, itis in th@nds of others for
now. But the meek are the legal heirs of thisreand life eternal!
Why?

The Lord Jesus gained this inheritance for His meek
followers. The Lord Jesus won the battle over iSatkesus won

this world from Satan. Jesus did this by offeriig own life in
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perfect obedience to gain this earth and life etidior His meek
followers.

You may remember that Jesus did not enter intcsaé¥m
on a horse, a symbol of might. No, he is our nmfeakor, lowly
and sitting on a donkey (Matt. 21:5). When heexeffl injustice,
he did ‘hot quarrel nor cry out(Matt. 12:19). The path that Jesus
took was the path of humiliation and suffering, edeath - death
on the cross. Jesus bought this inheritance favitisHis own
blood. Jesus’ resurrection shows that He is gfistful owner. He
won the battle. Heaven and earth belong to Hitne meek, those
who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus havelaritance
waiting for them. They will inherit this earth \witlesus.

When will this fully happen? When Jesus returnhat

end of the world. Revelation 21 describes this pavih. Only
then will there be no more injustice and the wickelibe no
more. Trust what God tells you. God, who creahedearth and
continues to be one in control, promises his mebdavers the
great blessing of owning the earth. Do you beli&woel has the
power and desire to give this to you? Throughsdé&Xist, God
has secured the earth for his meek followers.
Do not fret over the wicked who seem to have sohmaw. The
meek who trust in Jesus will be given the worldbt Because the
meek are so good, but because they humbly loo&siesJas their
Lord and Savoir and see that Jesus has won tHe hbsib for
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them. Believe Jesus has won the battle, and gouwtill be one August 19, 2007
of the meek follow of Jesus, who will inherit thart. Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 15:17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a
smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared aasspd between
the pieces.”

God’s Covenant with Abram

Reading: Genesis 15
Text: Genesis 15:17

This coming Tuesday, Ed and Ruth will be celebtheir
38th wedding anniversary! They were married inyibar 1969.
That is a long time ago. Congratulations! That rare thing
these days for people stay married for so long.y Wiit that so
many marriages break up? It is because peoplecarfaithful to
their marriage vows. They make promises, but wheagins to
get difficult to keep those promises, people gipeand get
divorced. That is not a good thing. So all theenave are happy
with Ed and Ruth’s anniversary and we celebraté wiem.

But now | ask you, who decides to get marriede- th
husband or the wife? Of course, they decide t@getAnd who
really needs to keep the promise of marriage htlsband or the
wife? Of course they must both keep their promisHsey are
partners in the covenant of marriage. They deitdether, and
they have the same duties toward each other - iedlyeo love

each other no matter what they feel like doing.
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Now, all those who belong to the church of Jeslusst
have a relationship to the triune God. Who decidesnter into
this relationship - you or God? Not you or me.dG@oes. Jesus
said, “You did not choose me, but | chose™ydohn 15:16). And
Luke writes about the Christians in Antioch thall those who
were appointed for eternal life believe@Acts 13:48)

In the story of Abram, God is at the front of gdhe
whole covenant relationship. God came to Abramtendaid
(vs.1)“Do not be afraid, Abram. | am your shield, yowery great
reward.” Abram responds with complaints and doubts irRvsO
Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since | rewialdless
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezebamascus?”
Abram even has made a decision that showed how kisdéith
was (vs.3): You have given me no children; so a servant in my
household will be my hefr

Abram’s relationship with God was not growing stggen
but weaker, so God encourages Abram in vs. 4Fbefi the word
of the LORD came to him: ‘This man will not be ybaeir, but a
son coming from your own body will be your heiré took him
outside and said, ‘Look up at the heavens and cthenstars - if
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to to,shall your
offspring be.”
in vs. 6 ‘Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to &8m
righteousness
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At last Abram responds the way he should to God

Abram believed God, even though he didn’t have ntach
go on. He and Sarah were very old, but he beli¢vatdGod
would give him many children. How in the world Gadl do it
Abram could not possibly know, but God was assuhimg now.
So Abram believed. That is all God wanted from.hifinat is all
that God wants from you too. If you look arounduydon’t have
much to go on. Will Jesus really come back and takto
himself? Will Hamilton harbour really become fresid clean,
will the air pollution really be gone? Will hatreiighting,
poverty, diseases, sin and grief all be removeGbg? It hardly
seems possible. But Abram believed God. So must yor God,
that is enough. You have sinned much but if ydiele in God’s
love, he will wash away all your sins through JeGusist, and he
will right every wrong, cleanse every filthy thing.

But then God did something that is just so amazing
Absolutely amazing. After settling the child-busss, God started
talking about the land in vs. 7t &m the LORD, who brought you
out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this landkice possession
of it.” That was too much for Abram. He really fouhatt
difficult to believe (vs. 8): O Sovereign LORD, how can | know
that | will gain possession of it?This was an important thing.
Again, it seemed impossible, but it was importanGbd, and if
God wants something, he gets it. The land wasitapb This
land. So to drive the point home, God did sometheally
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amazing (vs. 9): So the LORD said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer, a

goat and a ram, each three years old, along witloee and a

young pigeort” What did God want to do with them? Verse 10:

“Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two an@nged the
halves opposite each other; the birds, howeveditenot cut in
half.”

Then God revealed that sure, there would be trouble
Abram would not receive the land right away, bugrgually his
descendants would. And then who walked the patldsn the
pieces of the animals chopped in half? Verse Whén the sun
had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepitt a blazing
torch appeared and passed between the piedathat do you
think that means? That is rather difficult. Yaeed to turn to
another place in the Bible to find out: Jeremiali8420 “The men
who have violated my covenant and have not fudfille terms of
the covenant they made before me, | will treattiiteecalf they cut
in two and then walked between its pieces. Thielsaof Judah
and Jerusalem, the court officials, the priests alhdhe people of
the land who walked between the pieces of theloalfl hand
over to their enemies who seek their lives. Theaddbodies will
become food for the birds of the air and the beafkthe eartl’

Do you see what happened here? God walked alone
between the pieces. God says he will destroy Hinigee ever

proves false to the covenant. What is more impottean
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anything else is that we understand and believeGbd is faithful
to his promises. Abram is not a righteous maninmsklf.
Remember what he did with Sarah while in Egypt?yVWbram
cannot even hold onto his faith without waveritde cannot be
the anchor of the covenant.

God is. His commitment to us is what matterss,¥ee
have to commit ourselves to God, but how weak aer8lé that is.
Let no person here rely on his own promise. Welrtegely on
God’s promise: He will destroy himself before heefails to keep
his word.

And you know what? Because we were so incredibly
unfaithful, God even sent his own Son into the @aool become a
man so that we might do the work that was neededve us. He
even allowed his Son to be destroyed, under theeauirhell! God
thus saved us so that we might be the great nafiohildren from
Abraham.

Let us put our faith in God. You will not be digeinted.
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August 26, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 17:7° will establish my covenant as an everlasting
covenant between me and you and your descendaats/afl for
the generations to come, to be your God and theddgdur
descendants after you.”

The Covenant of God

Reading: Genesis 17:1-14
Text: Genesis 17:7

What are the two things that God promised to Abmaiva
the covenant? God promised children and land. Ataam
happy about these promises God made to him? Q$ede was.
What happened that made him sad? Well, a lohw# ppassed and
it became difficult for Abram to keep on believiGgd’s promises
to him. So what did God do to help Abram to keelpeving and
being happy in the things God promised? God reddwse
promises - sometimes by just appearing to him apdating his
promise, once he acted in a ceremony in which séaaimals
were cut in half and God walked alone between tbegs. We
saw last Sunday that this meant God was callingd@eurse on
himself if he should fail to do what he had prondigdraham - as
though God were saying, “Let me be treated liks¢heacked

apart animals if | do not do what | promise you.”
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Here we are in chapter 17. Abram now was almo8t 1
years old. Sarai his wife was a little younger {oyyears - see vs
17). How do you think they were feeling about pinemise to
have lots of children? Not very good! How couiéy still have
children? Sarai was too old to have children n®&®aul wrote in
Romans 4:19 that Sarah’s womb was dead. It waessiple for
her to have children.

So Abram and Sarai are beginning to wonder: Is @atly
Yahweh? You remember, | hope, what Yahweh me&usl
himself explained what it meand:&m what | arfy that is, ‘1 will
do what | promise; | am what | reveal myself td’b8o Abram
was wondering: Will Yahweh really do what he proesig Or is
Yahweh just one more god or power that makes mamyiges
but does not live up to them? Have you ever hatllibfore?
Someone promised you things that were very impbttayou, but
you waited in vain to get it?

What does that do to your relationship with thextspn?
You don’t trust him. Friendships have been brotkert way.
Partnerships have been lost. Abram had given apything to
have a relationship with God - because God had rhexeich
promises. But now Abram’s relationship with Godswary
strained. Yahweh had not lived up to his promisgs How can

Abram continue to walk with Yahweh now?
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We all ask ourselves that question from timernweti Why
hasn’'t God fixed this problem in my life yet? Wty | feel alone
all the time? Why has Jesus not returned yet?vEeéen waiting
2000 years already! God wants to have a goodaakdtip with
you, but it can only rest on God’s promises tonad,ours to God.
We are not in control here, God is. When we ammtrol, we
always do what Adam and Eve did, we abandon Gaatl V@l
not let that happen. Our relationship with Godedefs on his
promises, from first to last.

As Abram’s relationship with God is getting stredh) God
came to him and said (vs. 2),Will confirm my covenant between
me and you and will greatly increase your numbBessnd how
did God confirm that covenant with Abram? By ciraising
every male in his family right away, and ever afteat, when a
boy was born, he had to be circumcised when heBveis/s old.

But what did God require of Abram? Simply do theal.
That is all. God will do the rest. God reneweel pinomise about
children in verse 5-6:No longer will you be called Abram; your
name will be Abraham, for | have made you a fatifenany
nations. | will make you very fruitful; | will maknations of you,

and kings will come from ydu He renewed the promise about

land in verse 8:The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an

alien, | will give as an everlasting possessiogda and your

descendants after you; and | will be their God
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But the heart of the covenant comes in versé il
establish my covenant as an everlasting covendntdam me and
you and your descendants after you for the germratio come, to
be your God and the God of your descendants aftei yThe
only real requirement is placed on God. God prenhi® give
something to Abraham. What do you think it is tGaid gave to
Abraham here? God gave himsdliwill be your God. | place
myself at your service.

God wanted to emphasize that he will be thereigphe is
there to help us; he is my God and your God. Aathds great
plans for you. He wants to do great things for.y#lis greatest
plan is not to recreate the world, but to recrgate heart - to
make you good, to train you to live as a child @dG You should
always be able to see the father in the child. Asitie recreates
us, we become his - his people. But first he ghiesself to us;
only later does he say, “And now, you are mine, actlike my
people should”.

Now the church no longer circumcises her sons déas
God still make promises to his people? Does Hiecstne to them
and says, “l am your God”? Yes, he does so abaptism.
Baptism is not first our promise to God but God'srpise to us.
Has God promised you that he will be your God? Iagiven

himself to you? Every believer should seek theassaent of
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baptism so that his life might be built on God'sbakeable
promise.

Baptism has replaced circumcision. Paul calldibapthe
circumcision of Christ (Colossians 2:10). God certwebelievers
who come to Christ as adults, and he says: Bafitera so that |
can confirm my promise to them. As surely as tweybaptized,
so surely does God the Father promise to be yoherfaand God
the Son to save you from your sins, and God theg Splrit to
train you to be a child of God.

There are some promises that never are fulfildt
God'’s promises always are. Trust his promises,jfayal have
not received the circumcision of Christ, then siésk that you

might live out of them.
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