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August 12, 2007
Brother Richard Horlings

Proverbs1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discigline.

The Fear of the LORD isthe Beginning of Wisdom

Reading: Proverbs 1:1-19
Text: Proverbs 1:7

This evening we are dealing with a passage of &rap
that occurs four times in the Old Testament. ThHuspust be
important. That is why | have the more populaidexing of this
text as the title for this evening's sermon: Tharked the LORD is
the Beginning of Wisdom. Our text says 'knowledg&e may
like to understand all these words separatelysbaing that
Scripture uses all these words side by side, saveanWhen our
text speaks of knowledge, wisdom and understandiisy,
speaking about the same thing the whole time.

What is wisdom? If you ask the average person what
wisdom is, they would probably say that a wise pelis one who
is smart or someone who knows all the right ansizeasny
difficult questions. When God calls people to &edi in Him, He
also calls them to be wise. In other words, yoa called to be
wise. That does not mean you have to know evergthiVhen
you are wise in a Biblical way, it does not meaatt you become a

genius. Wisdom for a Christian means that you khow to live
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your life in a way that pleases God. It means yloatknow what
sin is, and why you must avoid sin with all yowesigth. If you
are wise as a Christian, you will know what a teatipt is and
that you must not fall for it.

None of us are perfectly wise because none ofais ar
perfect. Yet we still have to seek to be wise tanlive as much as
we can like wise people.

Where does this wisdom come from? In the boolobf J
in chapter 28, Job asks this question. Where disgtom come
from? You can't dig it out of the ground. You tdmuy at any
store. Where then do you get wisdom? Our tex@égivs that
important answer: the fear of the LORD is the beijig of
wisdom.

I'm sure that this isn't the answer we would haygeeted.
We would expect that a Christian becomes wise loykmg God,
or by reading the Bible, or by listening to theguking. No,
Scripture says that wisdom begins with fearing God.

When we look at this we might say, "Oh, does thaam
that | have to be scared of God?" That depenfdse live our
lives fearing God, that does not mean that we babe scared of
God at all times. We should not think of God as wo will send
down a thunderbolt from heaven to kill us if we legtle something
wrong. If that was the case, we'd all be long deafhile fearing

God doesn't mean that we always have to be sca@dd) it does
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mean that we have to have a healthy respect for Gadeans that
we have to know who God is. God is the almightylG®hat
means that He has power over everything in theausés He is
also one who judges us. He is our king who hasaaity over us.
God loves us, but He is not our equal. He is motmddy who
can only give us help and advice, no, He is oun&aand He tells
us what we must do. We must submit to Him.

If we do not submit to God, we should rightly beaad of
God. If we reject God, then the presence of Gadrigying.

That is why it says in Rev. 6:6-17 that on Judgnizay, “they
called to the mountains and the rocks, ‘Fall omng hide us from
the face of him who sits on the throne and fromvineth of the
Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come,\&ho can
stand?””

On the other hand, if you believe in our heart$ Jesus
Christ is our Saviour, and if you attend churchhfailly, pray, and
treat others with kindness, and so on, you down¢ ha be afraid of
God. You still fear God, but this fear comes froeverence. This
is positive fear instead of negative fear. Thigasd fear.

Let me explain it this way. | know that many ofuydo not
have cars, so please bear with me. If you arerdyiyour car, and
you see a policeman standing beside his car widldar, what
would you do? Would you start speeding or driveudigh a stop

sign? You shouldn't do this anyway, but you waudd break the
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law in front of a police officer, because you féan. You know
that he can give you a ticket or arrest you. Tes not mean that
we have to shake with fear every time we see a@alfficer; it
means that we don't sin in front of him. On theeothand, if you
are driving down the road and you see red liglashiing from the
car behind you, then you have to be afraid, becpogdave
probably done something wrong. That's the diffeedmetween
positive and negative fear. Positive fear makessay, “I must
not do something wrong.” Negative fear makes yay 9Jh-oh,
now | am in trouble for doing something that | knesas wrong.”
This is not to say that by fearing God and beingewive can
save ourselves. Not at all. Through wisdom wexknot to sin,
but it does not save us from the sins we do comdasus Christ
does that. We are saved by His death on the c@Bsst did not
die so that we could indulge in sin, but so thatoeeld be wise.
He is our wisdom, 1 Corinthians 1:30 says. SinkadsCdied for
us and gave us His Holy Spirit to live in us, we tave wisdom.
Obtaining wisdom, Proverbs says, will lead to igined and
prudent life (Prov. 1:3). That means that you krmw to make
decisions that give glory to God. This means yloat know how
to resist sin and that you do that. Proverbs giwesexamples.
First of all, if you have wisdom, you will know thi is wrong to
join a gang and rob people and possibly kill pe¢pi®v. 1:8-17).

Such people only end up robbed and beaten up ierttie
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Secondly, chapter 5 and 7 says that wisdom teaahesot to
follow prostitutes. If you are wise you will knalvat you must not
follow sexual temptations, be they prostitutiorpornography or
anything else. Why? Because you will fear GotlisTear exists
so that you will not sin (Ex. 20:20)

God will punish those who do not fear Him. Thodeowlo
not believe in God will be under God's curse. A#k, who says
in his heart, “there is no God.”? The fool! Tl®lfis also the
same person who despises discipline and instru¢tior). Such a
person has no use for wisdom. But even if youad@daristian and
you believe in God, you will still have to pay thenalty if you sin
and don't fear God. If you steal, you may havegaao jail or
always be afraid of the police arresting you, fearaple. People
who commit adultery are often depressed peoplegusecthey
know that they are sinning and have a guilty carsme.

Therefore, don't be a fool. Don't resist God'sslawhey are
good for you. “The fear of the LORD is pure, endgrforever.
The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogeifjieteous.”
(Ps. 19:9).

On the other hand Wisdom says, “whoever listermdawill
live in safety and be at ease, without fear of hafRrov. 1:33)
Such persons do not have to fear God's wrath. Trhgt have
trials and struggles in their lives, but they vadl content, knowing

that they belong to God and to Jesus Christ.
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Fearing God is not the opposite of love. Fearingl Geans
truly loving God. The fear of God need not driveeaway from
God, rather, a proper fear of God will bring usseloto Him. 1
John 4:18 says that perfect love drives out féathis case we are
thinking of terror, not reverent fear. True Chesas always fear
God in a positive way, but they are never afrai@Gotl in a
negative way. If you love God, you will not beaé of God, but
you will have respectful fear of God, just like yoan fear a police
officer who can give you a ticket, but at the samme like him,
because his presence prevents people - includimgglh - from
committing crimes.

Be wise! For the sake of your salvation, fear God] live
as a wise person. Then you will not have to baidfof God,
because wise people know that God loves them atd3bd saves
them from their sins through Jesus Christ, who gjithem this
wisdom in the first place.

We live in an age when people do not like to speadut
fearing God. People love to speak about how Gdéavis but they
do not want to fear God. That is because they wafgel free to
commit sin and they want God to love them regasdtdgheir
sinfulness. It doesn't work that way. If we ddear God, we will
not be wise as Christians and we will not bothdrydo live like

good Christians.
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I urge you all to take these words of Scripturéosesly. Christ
freely saves people who believe in Him from thess True
believers must be wise and live as wise peoplelikeofoolish
people who say that or act like God does not existe like a
person who does believe in God and live your lifereverent fear

of God, for that is what saved people do.

August 19, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 1:16-17 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone whodds: first for

the Jew, then for the Gentile. For in the gosp@jjlsteousness

from God is revealed, a righteousness that is ity feom first to

last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous wilé by faith.”

Not Ashamed of the Gospel
Reading: Romans 1:1-17
Text: Romans 1:16-17

Our text this evening is a very famous passageomas -
it describes the very heart of the letter. Yes,text is very
impressive. But have you ever wondered why Paginisewith the
words ‘1 am not ashamé@ In fact, Paul literally says “BUT | am
not ashamed.” Why does he talk here about beingnasd of the

gospel?
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Well, what IS the gospel? Paul describes it \dirgctly
and clearly in verses 1-4P4aul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to
be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of Gihe gospel he
promised beforehand through his prophets in theyFRdriptures
regarding his Son, who as to his human nature wadssezendant
of David, and who through the Spirit of holinesswaclared with
power to be the Son of God by his resurrection ftleendead:
Jesus Christ our Lord

The gospel of God here is described as being dbs8on,
son of David and Son of God, our Lord. The gosipenh is about
Jesus Christ - who he is and what he has dond.oRan
describes the gospel in similar ways. For instaheesaid to the
Corinthians, f decided to know nothing among you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified.[1 Cor. 2:2) To preach Christis all he
needed to do. He was not ashamed to say so.

So Paul is saying: I'm not ashamed of the gospelia
Jesus Christ. | will stand up for the Lord Jesaswhat he has
done for me. | will confess that he was born ®Wirgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dmatiburied, he
descended into hell, on the third day he rose agaith ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God titadt almighty,
and he will come again to judge the living anddiead. About

this gospel, Paul says, | am not ashamed.
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Do you remember what Jesus once said would happen
you if you were ashamed of him? Mark 8:38 sdf/arfiyone is
ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous anfdl s
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of hirarmhe comes
in his Father's glory with the holy angels.”

Why might a person be ashamed of Jesus? Jesusduasn
that we must not be ashamed of himthis adulterous and sinful
generation” In other words, the fact that we live in a titat
could be called sinful and adulterous could easifke us
ashamed to confess Jesus before others.

What do you think? Is adultery - that is, sexaial- a
significant problem in our time? Yes, | think skb.is hard to
imagine a time of worse sexual sin (pre-marital gexnography,
marital unfaithfulness, divorce, homosexuality)ndAif people
give themselves over to one sinful choice, thentwhiastop them
from all other sorts of sinful choices? An aduites and sinful
generation cannot tolerate people like Jesus dohamvers. Jesus
taught us what it means to live by faith. We mutignore God
or his holy law. We must not seek the pleasurdhisfsinful and
adulterous generation. We must fear God, obelahisworship
his divine majesty and live out of his grace.

Now you might sayBut I've never seen God. Why should
| live for something that I've never seen. Whyusthd let

something that might not even exist, control mylevhi@? If | do
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that, I'll miss all the pleasures that | could hawéh this
generation It would be sad if a person did that, for whiat #esus
say would happen to him? Jesus would be ashamadcdiefore
the angels in heaven, when he stands before tbedlaf judgment
in the last day. Then that person will realize idnéoolish choice
he had made.

That is why Paul says he is not ashamed of thpajodie
is not ashamed because it is the power of Godv® $s. But you
have to believe, and show that you believe by Qatin, by
fighting against it, and by repenting from the hegnen you do
sin. If you believe, then you know that God’s powd| save you.
Whatever pleasures you must deny yourself in tlmddywhatever
suffering you must endure for Jesus now, will be@ihing when
God brings you into paradise in the last day.

Now Paul adds that in this gospel of Jesus, God’s
righteousness is revealed. God’s righteousnessmething that
makes right what is wrong, that makes straight vidhvatooked,
that brings peace where there is war, comfort wttexee is fear,
love and friendship where there is hatred. The@goeveals
God'’s way to heal us, restore us to himself, qougtfearful hearts
and strengthen us for the tough work of living dsi€ians in a
sinful and adulterous world.

God wants to tell us through this letter abous tiospel.

He wants each of you to believe and to live bypower, to
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experience the wonder of his righteousness. Gaghtie unseen,
but he shows himself wonderfully to his childraie will walk
through the letter of Paul to the Romans togethideast through
the first 8 chapters.

Let’'s commit ourselves to listening to it each Gay
evening for the next four months. This is the gbsout which
Paul says, “I am not ashamed.” Let each one t¢ars to say
with Paul,“l am not ashamed of the gospel because it is thvegp

of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”

August 26, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 1:18 “The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of rhersuppress
the truth by their wickedness...”

To do Good, you must Know God

Reading: Romans 1:18-32
Text: Romans 1:18

Can a person with cancer get healing from the des2a
How? Is it painful? What about a person who dieted to
cocaine? Can he stop using that drug, or any olttugy for that
matter? How? Is it easy?

If you have a disease, you might not like it, boti need to

talk about it. It does not help to deny it. Yoeed to name it,
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confront it, overcome it, or you will die of it.ocSor us human
beings, it will never help to avoid talking aboutr greatest
problem: sin. We need to talk about it. We needame it,
confront it and overcome it, or we will all die laesse of it.

But naming it, confronting it and overcoming #&,not easy.
It is painful. You must feel the pain. You must gourself down
to the foot of the cross and look up at Jesus,feedc for that is
what should have happened to you because you raneds But
the punishment for our sins was put on Jesus. piéecher of the
gospel is called to do nothing else than to preasus Christ,
crucified. Paul says that is all he did: He cleadrtrayed Jesus
Christ as crucified (Gal 3:1)

But you will not seek the cure, if you do not natine
disease. The disease is sin - your sins agairgt @ou need to
name them, identify them before God and confess.theaul talks
about sin here in Romans 1. We must pay attentione don't,
we will not find any pleasure in Jesus, the hefaleour soul.

Our passage is about God’s wrath (verse 18). \ghaod
angry about? Well, he is angry because people donfess him.
To confess the truth about God is a great blessihgh very few
people are willing to do. You must be willing to that. You
learn about God here in church. What you leaonoidirmed by

everything that God shows about himself in creafsme verse
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20). Itis simple enough for every person to kréad. God is
great and awesome, and he should be worshipped.

But because of sin, we don’t want to worship Géeéople
would rather make their own gods and worship thesr2@). They
prefer their own gods because they let people dat tey want.
They are, after all, gods created in the image aii.min the OT the
prophets often complained about the pagan godsawbouraged
people to commit sexual sins with the cult progisu Today too,
we hear about the god who is within us. If weelisto that god,
we can do whatever we want.

False doctrine is everywhere. Why do we alwaysary
believe something about God that is not true? Bszave don’t
want to listen to God. We want to do the thingsweat, not what
God wants. So, says Paul, people reject whatkhew about
God to worship false gods, so that they can linéusiives.
Eventually, however, God punishes them by givirelover to
their sinful choices - he lets them do the sin tivayt - until the
people become sick of it, entrapped by them, eedidy them.
That sin entraps people is clearly taught by Pawuhé says over
and over that when people give themselves oveantol patterns,
then God gives them over to those sinful pattesese (erse 24, 26,
28) and they become helpless to resist them.

You know what happens to a person who drinks taolm

alcohol? Or uses tobacco? He becomes an adslicaddict is a
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slave. He has lost his freedom. But that is ast frue of alcohol,
tobacco or drugs. Itis true of any sin. When gommit sin, you
become a slave to that sin. It becomes a pattesrhabit that
curses your life.

We need to listen to God. We need to stop doihgtwe
want and do what God wants. We need to get seabast the
Lord’s Prayer when we ask, “Your will be done” tnehat | want,
but what you want in my life. Otherwise, we wigtgstuck in
some sin and lose our freedom. But to do thathees to know
God, and confess him. What a blessing that thecbhieaches
about who God is and how we can live with him. &exe when
we know God and confess him with joy, then God giWe you
freedom. He will set you free from sin and the powf the deuvil.

Let us learn to be honest before God. Let us Inestdirst
about ourselves - confess your sins. Don't bedfaname them
before God. He is a gracious and forgiving GodJ&sus sake, so
be honest with God. Don’t hide anything from hi@onfess your
sins to him. He will forgive you for Jesus sake.

And then, be honest about God - acknowledge Wigat t
whole world shows you: That God is glorious, magegiowerful
and deserving of all praise. Discover the wondér®love as
revealed in the Bible, and then, love him, and wigraind praise
him. You will discover how good it is to be honesthe presence
of God.

Streetlight Ministries Page 16



