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December 2, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Mark 14:24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is pedr
out for many,” he said to them.”

Christ’s Blood of the Covenant

Reading: Mark 14:12-26
Text: Mark 14:24

It was an awesome moment for the disciples. Ty
come to Jerusalem with Jesus, hoping to celebhetePaissover
there. You remember what the Passover is? ltawadebration of
how God had sent the angel of death to Egypt tagbdieath into
every family. Only those families were spared whi gheir faith
in God by painting the blood of the Passover langioruthe
doorpost of their home.

So here they were in Jerusalem - the disciplephahared
everything and Jesus was leading the celebratitimeoPassover.
At one point, he took a loaf of bread, held it tuthem saying,
“Take it; this is my body Then he took a cup of wine, gave
thanks, and then held it out to them sayinihis is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many

When the disciples heard that expression ‘bloodthef
covenant,” they immediately would have recognizedatvthat
meant. In the Old Testament, we read once abloetstood of the

covenant.” It was at Mount Sinai. When Israel eamat of Egypt,

Streetlight Ministries Page 3

on the way to the promised land, they first cam&ltunt Sinai.

They stayed there for a whole year because Godeehiteto a new
covenant with his people there, and many ceremamses needed
for that.

After God had given to them the 10 commandmehés) t
we read about a very important ceremony. All teegpe, or at
least their elders and other leaders, gatheredyieat assembly.
Moses read the law, or ‘the book of the covenamd the people
replied, “We will do everything the Lord has saik will obey.”

That was good. Then we read Exodus 24:8leses then
took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and séidis is the
blood of the covenant that the LORD has made wih in
accordance with all these words.”

Now, what do you think that meant, when Moses &peth
blood on the people? It meant that their sins waken away.
God no longer thought of them as guilty of sin hseaof the
blood of the covenant. That way, God and his peopight live
together.

Now, who do you think needed this ceremony mowed G
or the people? It was for the people, of couGed did not really
need the blood of animals. He could forgive thepbe simply
because they believed in him. But the people netmbd
comfortable in their relationship with God. Theseded to be able

to say, “Yes, this is our God. We can count on tarhelp us
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because he loves us. He has forgiven us complietetyur sins.”
Especially the blood of the covenant would have footad them.

Now the expression “blood of the covenant” haobee
much richer. That blood is no longer animal bldmat, the blood
of Jesus Christ. It isflyblood of the covenant.” And this blood
is not sprinkled over us, but given to us, in tiimiol of grape
juice, to drink. We are thus not just sprinkledhathe blood of the
covenant, but nourished and fed by it so that wghirive. It
gives us life. Jesus Christ is our spiritual feod drink. We live
because of him.

He suffered on the cross. His blood was pouredrottie
horrible death on the cross. There he sufferecptieshment for
our sins, and he died. Because of that, our siegaken away,
‘nailed to the cross.” Sin cannot separate yomftaod any more.

Do you think God loves Jesus? Of course. If sexeive
Jesus, then God loves you just as much. Jesus baldto you
what he calls ‘my blood of the covenant’ so that yoight be sure
that you belong to God. All your sins are compietergiven.
God accepts you, loves you, will always help yoill, @0 anything
for you.

So receive the blood of the covenant: the bodydoad of
Jesus Christ in the symbols of bread and winean_tird’'s

Supper.
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December 23, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 1:76-77 “And you, my child, will be called a prophet o&th
Most High; for you will go on before the Lord togpare the way
for him, to give his people the knowledge of satwathrough the
forgiveness of their sins...”

Are you Ready for Christmas?
Reading: Luke 1:57-80
Text: Luke 1:76-77

Are you ready for Christmas? Lots of people hasked
me that question over the past two weeks. Are ngady for
Christmas? Well, that set me to thinking. | waspiite sure how
to answer that. Am | ready? Are you ready?

It would seem that some people are ready, andotre
not. Who are the ready ones? Well, it dependsv Ho you get
ready? And what do you need to be ready for? inkthhe
guestion usually means: Have you bought enougleptgsthat is,
one for every person on your list. And have youdbd just the
right one. It's a stressful business, and lotpedple are bent out
of shape over this for months.

But for a Christian, is that right? | think thatir text puts
before us quite a different idea. Let's listenZiechariah’s song,
because the question, “Are you ready for Christiriasg very old
one. It was first asked 2000 years ago. In his may, Zechariah

is asking exactly that.
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Zechariah is holding his newborn son, and is \ewited.
First, he praises God for remembering his people@ sending
salvation to them. And then he turns to his sa lam talks about
the important things John will do for God’s peoplde says, “you
will go on before the Lord to prepare the way fonhi

There you have the word “prepare.” You see, thepfe
were not yet ready for Christmas, and John woukbare the
people. God would get them ready through his séndahn,

because God was coming to his people. That is &hahariah

says in verse 68Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because

he has come and he has redeemed his péoglechariah talks as
though it had already happened, but prophets ¢éiked that way:
Something was about to happen and he talked asghhdu
happened already. God was coming. The people todeel ready
to receive their God. And that is what John wil d get them
ready to receive God.

Is that not what Christmas is? Is it not aboutil@oming
to us? The little baby Jesus is not just the obiltMary; he is also
the child of God. He is God and man. Do we né¢lmate that
God has come? Our focus, then, should not be ®eprigsents we
will give to others, but the gift God has givenus. The angel
said, “To you is born this day in the city of David, ai®avwho is
Christ the Lord”
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He will grow up and then the people of God wilvbao
deal with Jesus. John will help get the peopldyea

And how will he do that? Read verse 77: he wiled'his
people the knowledge of salvation through the fangess of their
sins” That will be a big job because the people did seem to
realize how terrible their sins were. They did seem to realize
that disaster loomed over them, and if they did cwitfess their
sins and have them forgiven, they would be desttoye

| cannot help but to think about something thaidemed
two or three years ago on the day after Christmdsdonesia. An
earthquake had happened in the ocean. Few peapiecch
Nobody realized the danger. They got up, wenhéolteach, slept
in their beds, ate their breakfast, unaware thatige wave was
rolling in from the ocean, 40 feet high, which wakill thousands
and thousands of people. If they knew their dantiezy could
easily have saved themselves. They could haveedatk higher
ground and been safe. But they did not know. Mgtold them.
Nobody warned them. Nobody prepared them for tbenent of
disaster.

God did not want that to happen to his peopleat THwhy
he sent John and his father realized that. Johrdwarepare the
people by preaching first to help them realize thatr sins against
God were very wicked, so that they might repenit.ofThen he

would tell them about God’s love and mercy: He waligive them
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if they repent. He would baptize them in the JarBaver so that
they might be assured that their sins really wemshed away.

Are you ready for Christmas? Are you ready to tinied?

Gordon Black, for one, says, “Yes, | am ready. s,Yk
believe in Jesus.” He said so to Richard and | rnwhee
interviewed him: He said “My life depends entirely him. | need
the Lord’s Supper to be a Christian.” Beautifulrd® of faith: In
myself | cannot survive, but my life depends onude€hrist. |
need to receive him at the Lord’s Supper to bepéeson God
wants me to be.

Gordon will say it publicly today. My dear friesdbe
encouraged by what God has given to Gordon. Gedohepared
him through the work of the church, to meet his Ggigding him
the knowledge of salvation through the forgiven&fdsis sins.

God’s gift is what it is all about. Not your gifto friends
and family, but God’s gift to you.

Are you ready for Christmas? Hold out your haads
ask, “God may | be ready to receive your Son J&usst, so that
through his birth, 1 may receive new birth in yaalvation, and
that through his death and resurrection, | mighteiree the

forgiveness of all my sins.”
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December 25, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke2:19 “But Mary treasured up all these things and poede
them in her heart.”

Mary Ponders
Reading: Luke 2:1-20
Text: Luke 2:19

In the space of 9 months, ever since Gabriel tlyelamad
spoken to her, Mary’s life had been completely avweed. She
used to live a quiet life, expecting to live a duliée with her
fiancé, Joseph, the humble town carpenter. But lomk at her!
Some call her “Notre Dame” everywhere in the world.

The facts of the recent past were glorious, unebepke
world-shaking, and many. Mary might be excuseshé began to
confuse some things, but she must not. What hagem&d to her
is for all ages and all places. Nothing must bigdtten.

So Mary treasures the facts up in the storerooninesf
memory. She turned them over in her mind with weynd
amazement and excitement. How will these things owit?!

But she did not just stack up the facts in her ommshe
also pondered on them. The word Luke uses mearibroov
things together, and when it applies to an actieitthe mind, it
means to bring facts together. And well she mighg had a lot of

facts to bring together.
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For Mary must have been very confused and bewvatter
When the angel told her she would have a baby,tlaenl Joseph
was told to take Mary to be his wife, then natyral certain
nesting instinct would have struck them. They Ipetgaget their
home ready in the village of Nazareth. Joseph evdnalve been
busy building a crib for the baby, and Mary wouldvl been
knitting an afghan.

But then another unexpected thing happened: Cadsar
roles demanded that Joseph and Mary must traviel agyay far
south to Bethlehem (120 km as the crow flies). Maas alarmed,
but Joseph tried to calm her down: “We'll try totdhere well
before the baby comes. Don't worry Mary, I'll ghtngs right for
you, if | have to build a house for you in Bethlgheyself!”

But things did not work out as expected. Eithe trip
took longer than they expected, or Mary was grippgdhe pains
of labour sooner than she expected. What was wBesthlehem
was crawling with visitors. There was no room ligit them, and
Mary must have been beside herself with fear. dilg friendly
gesture came from a farmer: “You can stay the nighty barn.”

And that's where Jesus was born - in the barnwas a
rude, lonely and frightening day for Mary and JdseBut in the
end, it was okay. The baby was born. It was a hwt like the
angel said. He was healthy, and don't believestireg which says

“no sound did he make.” He was a healthy baby, lasalthy
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babies cry and wail to let mom know he is hungnijlesl, cold,
uncomfortable, unhappy, etc.

Mary was able to enjoy that precious moment otpeand
tranquillity a woman enjoys after giving birth aatl is well. But
then gruff voices were heard shouting outside, befbre they
knew it, rough shepherds come stamping into the.banhat new
terror rises against us? What do they want, J&seflend them
away!”

But no, they won't be turned. They push their wayp the
barn telling stories of angels. “Oh Mary,” Josegdys, “more
angels have appeared!” The angel told the sheplbaed Mary’'s
son was not just hers. This child belongs to thgebs; this child
belongs to the shepherds. This child belongsl thalpeople!

And all heaven’s angels turned out in full foroectlebrate
the child’s birth. Mary’s life has been turned iggsdown. Why,
everything was changing!

But once the story was told out, the shepherdggbe
permitted to see their child, were persuaded attdakeave, and as
their voices faded away to “Hey, you out there,wgeseen angels
tonight!,” Mary stacked up all the facts in her ohiand began to
try to put them in order, trying to make some sesfdbem.

What a blessing that God sent to Joseph and Maey t
shepherds to help them to see the glory in the shénmat there

was purpose in the chaos, agony and terror.
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Mary pondered all this in her heart. And she woiirdl
herself pondering often about her son, for biggeuliles will

come. Simeon said to Mary a few days latérsWword will pierce

your own soul, to8 He spoke of the agony Mary would suffer

when she learns of her son’s arrest, trial, seetanc execution on
the cross. She would see it and wonder, “Whertlaasglory in
this? What possible purpose lies in such horror?”

God’s glory shines more brilliantly in darknedsis love is
more glorious against the hatred of man.

On this Christmas day, take courage, my friendche
gloom of confusion, trouble, suffering and lonetse you
experience is only the better backdrop against kvhiay shine the
glory of God’s love in your life. Don’t despair the midst of your
trouble, but ponder the facts. Think of God’s graad love. As it
did for Mary and Joseph, so it will be for you, five child born

that day was born unto you.

December 30, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 32:26b “But Jacob replied, ‘1 will not let you go unless
you bless me.”

Jacob Returns to Canaan

Reading: Genesis 32:22-32
Text: Genesis 32:26b
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Fear. Jacob is gripped with fear. Many years agohad
run away from home because Esau his brother wasggoi kill
him. Now he was coming back, and he learned tlsatuBEvas
coming to meet him, with 400 men at his side. Kaly, Jacob is
afraid: “Save me, | pray, from the hand of my brother Esawl
am afraid he will come and attack me, and alsorttahers with
their children” (Gen. 32:11)

Jacob has been fighting all his life, but whenewer
overcame one thing, something worse would rise ggnat him.
He had fought for and won the blessing from hibdatsaac. He
had fought for and won his rightful share and mafréis labours
for father-in-law Laban. Now it looked like he wgsing to fight
for his life.

So, we read in the early part of this chapter fzabb set
apart from his wealth, nine small herds, each anbket a gift for
Esau, to satisfy him and turn away his hatred.eAthat would go
his own herds, behind that his wives, children sexants.

After sending all of these groups over the Jordmtob
stayed behind for one more night. Probably he & spend
the night wrestling with God in prayer. But duritfie night, a
man showed up and attacked Jacob. Jacob defemuedlhand
the two of them fought for a long time. Neithertoém could gain
the upper hand. Morning was approaching and theger wanted

to be away, so he did something that showed henaasrdinary

Streetlight Ministries Page 14



man. He touched Jacob’s hip and instantly, Jacabonppled. He
dislocated Jacob’s hip by merely touching him.

This man had powers that Jacob was helpless ist.rei$
he could cripple him with a mere touch, surely,cbeald kill him
as easily. As the pain of his injury shot through body, he
realized that the man he fought with was eitheamael of God, or
God himself! This is the very one whom he had basking to
help him against Esau. So what does Jacob do?riddeto lock
onto the man with all his might. He prayed eailyesind
desperately, like Jesus Christ himself who prayethtently in the
garden of Gethsemane, that sweat fell from hishiead like great
drops of blood. That's how Jacob had been prayinghe could
pray more directly to God. With all his might, held onto his
God and would not let him goi Will not let you go unless you
bless m& he said.

This is what deserves our attention. People ofieem
afraid to struggle with God in prayer. Often peoplill say, “I
don’t really believe that God will forgive my sinddow can | be
sure that | am saved? How does a person becortancef his
own salvation? Am | really one of the elect foromm Christ died?
I've sinned so much in my life. Is it possible ttlgaod can bless
even me?”

If you find yourself asking those kinds of quessipthen

our passage is very important for you. Jacob ehghs you to be
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more bold with God, and to stop doubting his loseyou. Doubt
is for people who do not want God’s love badly ayou
Sometimes you need to fight for God’s love. If yihink God is
reluctant to give you anything, than take hold o dutstretched
hand, and don't let it go until you are blessedingto him with

all your might, as Jacob did.

You might just find that what you are strugglingaast is
not God, but your own doubts and your own wealhfait

Next week, we plan to celebrate the Lord’s Supp@ne
thing that the church has done from ancient tirse® iurge God’s
people to prepare themselves for the Lord’s Supperasking,
“Am | worthy to receive the body and blood of therd Jesus
Christ for the forgivingness of my sins?”

Don't be afraid. Be like Jacob who fought agassything
that might stand between him and his God. He weuwieh fight
with God to keep hold of his love. You can do se@re more
confidently because Jesus Christ has shown how Ged's love
is. Ask God for anything at all, in Jesus’ nam&] &od will do it
for you, for Jesus’ sake.

Through boldness and by struggling with God inyprawe
can overcome whatever might cause us fear. Mayp#aee of

Jesus Christ, which transcends all understandunay,ogyour soul.
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