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If I was to offer you a nice shiny loonie for ikt you
own, would you take it? The loonie is nice andbtj and you can
buy some things with it. But would it be a goocld® give
everything you have for it? Not likely.

We know a little about the value of things, don&?2v
Often, however, we prove that we don'’t really hawvgood sense
of value. Think about what Adam and Eve did inqoiigse. They
wanted to eat the fruit of the tree of knowledggobdd and evil. It
was beautiful and looked very tasty.

But what would they have to give up to have itfteyl
would have to give up a great deal. They wouldehtavgive up
God’s friendship and become his enemies. But hmwldcthey
survive without having God’s friendship? Yet, timexactly what
they did. They sold God’s friendship and took fitugt instead.
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Was that a good deal? Of course not! It was g vad deal. The
very worst deal imaginable!

Jesus once saidWhat good is it for a man to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit his soul?Mark 8:35) It's like a thief
pulls out his gun, “Your money or your life.” Whall say, Well,
I've got a lot of money in my pocket, so I'll kebp money; you
can have my life..

The story of Abram tells us something about threemb
value of things. Abram knew that there was nothmuye
important than to have a good relationship with Gbié would do
anything rather than to displease God. If God %@ul’, he’'d go.
How did he know that? He knew this by faith.

Think of what we read in verse Iftfe LORD had said to
Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and yotinéa's
household and go to the land | will show yd&o (vs 4) he left
the world he knew (family and kin) for the one héntt. We read
in Hebrews 11, By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he
would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed ardt, even
though he did not know where he was gding

He travelled through Canaan, and came to ShecBenh.
stopped Abram her&his is the land I'm giving you. Your children
one day will have it all.

Now have a look at the verse where we read versé&lie

LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘“To your offspiimgll give
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this land.” So he built an altar there to the LOR/iho had
appeared to hini We read that the Lordppearedo Abram. The
word Lord is in capital letters. That’s too bdtalways makes me
think that the word Lord should be shouted wheee! i that way.
But really what we have here is a code. A few maddears
before Jesus Christ was born, the Jews decidedhtashould
never say God’s personal name ever again becawss iioo holy.
That was a man-made holiness, and man-made holisesdly
leads to trouble. Anyway, when the Jews translttedible, then
they used a code when they came to God’s persanan And
the Christian church followed that practice. Wega# a code here
for God’s personal name. In the original Biblee(thebrew Bible),
the word here is Yahweh.

Yahweh appeared to Abram. We’'ll get to the imaoce
of that name in a moment. Yahweh appeared to Abidow we
often read that God spoke to people before this.spbke to Cain,
to Noah and to Abram (verse 1), but this is th&t fime that we
read that Go@ppearedo anyone - at least, the first time since
paradise. In paradise, God came down to walk sitam and Eve
in the cool of the day. He appeared to them. Amd God appears
to Abram too. From this point forward, God woufgpaar more
often to Abram.

God was restoring what man had lost in paradideere we
had lost the intimate fellowship with God. That'®ig problem,
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because we were created to live with God. Everesive were
expelled from paradise, we have been trying tdogek in.

God appeared to Abram. For this, Abram will giye
everything. We saw before how in verse 2-3 Yahwelde very
rich promises to Abram, but promises was all he ¢t did not
actually receive any substance. In fact, Yahwetderamother
promise in our passageld your offspring | will give this landl.
Not to Abram but to his children. For Abram thare only
promises. Abram would have to be content with pses1 But
there was one thing, you might say, that Abramadltueceived:
God would be with Abram. Yahweh appeared to Abranmv and
at least three more times during his life. Yahwetuld regularly
appear to him.

And because it is Yahweh, Abram is content. FemaAme
means: | am who | am. | do what | say. | give Wharomise. |
am true and faithful. | am the one you can count Believe in
me. Nobody who puts his hope in me will be disapigal or
ashamed. And all God’s promises have found théss” in Jesus
Christ. God has done what he promised througlsJghust! If
Abram believed in God, how much more should wehabieve!
Abram was content with promises; the promises we laae
richer. Abram was content with God’s presence;'&ptesence
has become richer for us because the Holy Spisitdegn poured

out on the church.

Streetlight Ministries Page 7

So Abram made an altar and offered sacrifice wieeted
what God promised. He was content to have nothimgelf, so
long as he may have God. So he sacrificed.

Abram traveled further in the land. This land v&=d's
land. Soon it would be Abram’s land. It would dogj to his
children, because God is Yahweh. He lives up sgphomises.
Abram came to the region between Bethel and Aitterccentral
place, and he pitched his tent there - this woeldhils home. But
he lived in a tent - remember, he has nothing bamnses, not
even a home! But he built an altar. Though hediivea tent, God
must be worshipped on a stone altar. This latébd’s land but
Abram is only camping on it, like a weekend camper.

Here he called on God’s nhame. He celebrated gavin
relationship with God. What matters is not havimygd, friends
and family. What matters is not being rich andlthga There are
many false teachers who pollute the gospel, buerstand this:
The only thing we need is to have a relationshigh dod through
Jesus Christ, and to hold onto him by faith. ksloot matter how
much we might suffer, how little we have, what weN. If God is
for you, who can be against you?

Many pervert the gospel and leave us deeply disgmal.
Here in our text we are encouraged. You are riébu have a full
and beautiful hope. You might not have it easy,itwill be

different in the future. You need to believe thBEemember who
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it is that is promising things to you. It is Yahwehe God who
does what he says. If you have God, you have tiagy Hold
onto that and you will receive everything, for hil mever let any

of his promises to you fail.

July 8, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 12:13 * Say you are my sister, so that | will be treated
well for your sake and my life will be spared besmof you”

Abram in Egypt

Reading: Genesis 12
Text: Genesis 12:13

Sometimes the Bible can make you very uncomfostabl
because the holiness of God is so awesome andeved ainful.
We find ourselves wondering, “Are the promiseshaf Bible
really for me? Can Jesus Christ be my Saviour tédgtat will
happen to me when | stand at the throne of judg®ient

Then we read about Abram in Genesis 12. Abraouiis
father, says Paul, the father of all who believer(lans 4:11). He
is also described in Hebrews 11 as one of the kaybthe faith.
But he is a man who is just like me, and just fjkel. He could be
sinful, selfish and fearful. Abram our father neddhot only to be
saved by the grace of God in Jesus Christ, buebkded to be
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rescued by God’'s mercy because of the troublesdweght upon
himself by his sinful choices.

God had promised Abram that he would possesatitedf
Canaan, so he delighted to live in it, to walk ad down in it and
to discover the land which his children would org gossess. He
felt great joy at the idea that his children wolbetome the
channel of blessings for all peoples. Remembeptbmise? God
told Abram in verse 2-3:1'will make you into a great nation and |
will bless you; | will make your name great, andiyuill be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, andewvér curses you
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be bdesl through yau
What an awesome position he one day would haveeinvorld!

But a famine had struck his inheritance. Probéitdy
means that it did not rain for a long, long timehe farmers
planted crops in the fields, but either the seed&nbegan to grow
at all because there was no rain, or the plantarbeggrow but
turned brown and died before they could producefarty So the
farmers would turn the soil over and try again, there would be
very little grain left to plant. When the secorldming failed, then
people were in big trouble.

Abram realized he had to go to Egypt. Egypt lnedNile
River running through, and the Nile never stopdedihg - the
farmers there always have water for their fiel8s. off to Egypt

Abram went.
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But as he went, Abram asked himself, “What if Rlo&r
sees Sarai my wife and wants her?” Pharaoh isdhee of the
king who ruled in Egypt. And Sarai, Abram’s wifeas a very
beautiful woman. The Pharaoh would often do thBhe saw a
woman whom he wanted, he would just take her. iAsde was
already married, then he might command his soldeeksl! her
husband. Things could be very brutal that way.

So Abram asks himself, “What if Pharaoh wants nife w
Sarai?” A good plan would have been: “Well, shemiswife, and
Pharaoh will have to kill me before he can have I8arai is the
wife God gave me and through my wife, | will recechildren and
become a great nation. God will take care oflusill trust in
God.”

Did Abram do the right thing? No. Instead he tShtai to
pretend to be his sister. If Pharaoh wanted reecauld just take
her and he would not have to kill Abram first. Ndwvas true that
Sarai was Abram’s sister - his half sister for tegred the same
father, but they had different mothers. But dded make it right
for Abram to say that Sarai was his sister? Ofsewmot. Abram
wanted to deceive Pharaoh by pretending that S&asinot his
wife.

And this is very sinful - and not just becauseas a lie. It
was sinful because Abram was ready to give up évieiy that
God had promised him. Abram and Sarai were toléssbd with
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rich promises. They were going to possess theda@hnaan.
They were going to have children who would becomatan.
They were going to be channels of blessing fomthele world.

But to save his own life, Abram was ready to thadirthat
away. And it almost happened. Pharaoh saw Sardipbecause
she was so beautiful, he wanted her, so he sehefaaind she was
brought to Pharaoh. Because he thought that Abrasnjust her
brother and not her husband, Pharaoh sent gifibtam. In
effect, then, Abram sold his wife for a comfortalile, and he sold
God’s grace for wealth (verse 16).

Abram was being very sinful. By telling a lie, het only
spared his life, but became very rich, but he éestrything God
had promised him. It was like trading the kingdofthis world
for the kingdom of the next. The land of Canaaml@mo longer
be his because his wife had been given to anothar m

Have you ever found yourself in trouble becauskolish
choices you had made? You could have done thethgiyg, but
you didn’t dare to, so you did the wrong thing @zst - you told a
lie, you sold out a friend, you did not put yowrdt in God, you did
something dishonest to save your money or to geesoore.

It has been said before, lies are for loserss dtways true.
If you tell a lie to save yourself, you will alwajesse. But God
does not abandon us to our foolish choices. Hmafomes and

rescues us. And so now, when everything is lostd G&mes and
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rescues Abram and Sarai. Verse 17 s&ys the LORD inflicted
serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household beazfu
Abram's wife Sardi

Abram must have felt utterly humiliated. His sindecret
was out and everyone knew it. He had sold his teifgave his
skin. God brought Sarai back to Abram, and semtlback to
Canaan, to the Promised Land. If Abram and Sadaitcknow it
already, then they knew for sure now: They diddesgerve God’s
grace. They had sold God’s grace but God brougdj#dk for
them.

Often we are like Abram. We won't risk anythirgg esus
Christ. We fail to be witnesses for him becausteaf - fear of
ridicule, fear of getting hurt. We might even doReter did: Tell a
lie to get out of trouble: “I do not know Jesus.”

But God is not like that. God loves us even wiverare
sinning against him. God loved Abram even whesiheed
against him. God will take care of you. What $amas to Abram,
that is what we are to Jesus - we are his bridewH not sell us
out - he will not be afraid to stand by our sideiimes of danger.
He will not leave you for anything, even when yauagainst him,
if you repent. He loves you, will take care of yand bring you in
to the Promised Land.
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July 15, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 13:9 “Is not the whole land before you? Let's part
company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the rigif you go to the
right, I'll go to the left.”

Abram and Lot Separate

Reading: Genesis 13
Text: Genesis 13:9

Abraham is our father - the father of many natiotthe
father of us all” says Paul in Romans 4:16, becatesbelieve in
the same thing as Abraham. But now, that is thesion: Do you
believe the same thing as he did? The faith obAbm is one that
runs deep. These chapters of Genesis teach uslabdaith.

God is challenging you just as he challenged Abratasay,
“Yes, it is enough for me that God promises meblessings. | do
not need to have what he promises yet. God’sdgkip through
Jesus Christ is all I need now in this world.”tHat enough for
you?

In chapter 13, our faith is challenged in a uniquas. Let
us pay listen to that message. In this chapteramtand Sarai
experience a deepening sense of loneliness, of) ladigns in the
world. In chapter 15 God will say to him,&m your very great

reward” Already, that is being pressed on him: Is gm®ugh?
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Think of the situation. A happy company left Urtioe
Caldeans: father Terah left with his son Abram dadghter-in-
law Sarai, along with grandson Lot, intending tatg&@anaan.
They got as far as Haran and there they stayei, Tenah died.
The company of four was reduced to three.

One day God told Abram to leave Haran and to gbéda
west to Canaan. So they went to Canaan. It didaketlong
before the land they came to, failed. “There wésngine in the
land” (12:10), so the company of three travelle&gypt, but
things did not turn out well for them there. Thmuld not stay
because of trouble with Pharaoh. So they retuto€thnaan.

You can imagine that Abram and Sarai must have bee
quite discouraged by now. But things were not aboget better.
Abram and Lot both became wealthy in Canaan. Thdoogy had
first experienced Canaan as a land of faminerritettl out to be
quite blessed. But the land could not support Bditam and Lot.
Their herdsmen began to quarrel as they competegtdaing
lands and watering holes, and so they separatadanfbaid to
Lot, “Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll gothe right;
if you go to the right, I'll go to the I€ftGen. 13:9). Lot went to
the East and Abram stayed in the western part nd@a

Now they are two. Abram and Sarai are alone.

Lot has not just left their company, but Abram &adai

are left with the terrible sense that Lot has $b&n out,
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abandoned the faith. We read in Genesis 13:12 &@am lived
in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among theesiof the plain
and pitched his tents near Soddnh.ot left for the city. Abram
must live landless, alone, but Lot lives in the pamy of his
fellow man and participates in their culture, etleough it was a
godless culture. Verse 13 saythe'men of Sodom were wicked
and were sinning greatly against the LORL%0 Lot’s departure
to the east was a bitter pill for Abram and Savawallow.

God had promised in 12:2 that Abram would growaf the
would receive the land, that he would be the soafd#essing and
that he would be blessed. So far, however, itgdrout that he
was smaller. His family was gone. He was landlé&hat
blessing he received seemed only to create furgimsion, division
and a deeper sense of loneliness. And there wakeaoway in
which he was being a blessing to others.

But did Abram give up? No, he did not. God hadun
the work of faith in Abram, and God will perfectttfaith. He
came to Abram to encourage him in Genesis 13:14ttiVthese
words: ‘The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from,hi
‘Lift up your eyes from where you are and look hand south,
east and west. All the land that you see | witkgio you and your
offspring forever. | will make your offspring likiee dust of the
earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, §mur offspring
could be counted. Go, walk through the length larghdth of the
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land, for | am giving it to yoU' God did not give him land;
instead he gave him promises. He encouraged Atwamalk
through the land, discover its geography, claibwyitvalking its
plains, valleys and mountaintops. It will all beuys, God tells
Abram.

How often had they not thought about the land thesy
come from, the relatives left behind. In the quknhight, Sarai
must have wept in her bed because of her lonelibassenness,
landlessness, and insecurity. “Oh Abram, let'$gok to Haran.”
These things weigh on a woman heavier than on a r8arely, it
weighed heavily on Abram too.

Often we will find ourselves alone, isolated. Ml
wonder, “Am | making the right choices? Is thisshGod would
want me to live?” You feel isolated even more whkear loved
ones leave. You wonder, “Have they given up orptioenises of
God?”

Is God’s love in Jesus Christ enough for you? | Wil
remain faithful to him for Jesus’ sake? It takesrage to begin to
follow the path God calls you to take; it sometinteses
tremendous faith to keep on walking that paths #o hard to
remain faithful to God.

The powerful and self-seeking carve up the eatlit
Jesus said, “The meek shall inherit the earth.& ieek shall

inherit. Those who take the earth now for them=elvever really
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possess it at all. Whether you pay money for landjmply steal
it by force of power, you never really possessTiie only way to
possess the land is for God to come and say, “Higree this to
you.”

Jesus Christ has paid the price not only to owhpasses
us but to own and possess the whole earth. Hend abheaven
and earth. He waits for now while the rich and pdwl buy up
the land and use it for their own purposes, oftguastly. He will
take it back and give it to those whom he lovesséhwho have
loved him, who have put their hope in him, who bowpirit
before his throne and have given their lives toisgrhim.

If we feel like aliens and strangers now, do rexyhir.

Our father Abram has been there. It may becomseviar you.
You are challenged to be faithful. And when yoel the pressure
most, God will encourage you just as he did Abrdm €alls you
to the place where he speaks to you, here whemadissage of the
gospel is proclaimed for our encouragement. By'§&grhce, we
will remain faithful. It is enough that we have @®friendship
and love through Jesus Christ. Look to the ¢ashe west, to the
north and to the south: It is all yours. You wékteive it. Do not
doubt it. For this dwelling place for man will beeansed and it

shall become the dwelling place for God and forpgaeple.
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July 29, 2007
Brother Richard Bultje
Written by Rev. Tony Zekveld

Members of God’s Kingdom are Born Again
Reading & Text: John 3:1-15

We know from going to school that there are twodkiof
teachers. Good teachers and bad teachers. Titeet@a@teachers
here in John 3. Who are they?

One is a Teacher come from God (v.2), that is Jesub
the other is a teacher of Israel, from Jerusalbat,is Nicodemus
(v.10). So the two teachers in the passage ars desh
Nicodemus. You can say one is a good teachertendther is
bad teacher, but let us call one thee teacheand the othethe
falseteacher. In this passage we read together thenme very
important question. Each of these teachers caméthgwo very
different answers: one right and one wrong!

Now what'’s the question in John 3:1-15? The goess
this: How can a man enter into God’s kingdom, thditow can a
person enter into relationship with God the gréagland be part
of God’s Kingdom? That's the question. Does apehave the

ability to enter into God’s Kingdom?
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The I nability To Enter (vv.1-3)

In verse 1, we see three things about this tedober
Jerusalem. He was an important religious lead®héisee). He
was a ruler of the Jews. And his name was Nicodemhich
means “victor over the people.” He was a good,ataipright
man.

And from verse 2 we read that Nicodemus meets the
Teacher come from God, Jesus. Nicodemus comasitdesus at
night. Nicodemus goes to Jesus secretly becaudedsenot want
his community and friends to know about this visite wanted to
discuss an important question with Jesus, butdrese

Nicodemus starts the conversation with these wddbbi
(which means teachene know that You are a Teacher come from
God; for no one can do these signs that You dossrBod is with
him.”

Nicodemus starts off with saying nice things ahiagus
but he is not really sure who Jesus is. Jesusmmtesay thank you
or discuss what Nicodemus says, but Jesus seeNigudemus’
heart and mind. What does Jesus see? He seestiquhat has
been troubling Nicodemus: Does man have the aldinter the
kingdom of God? That's why verse 3 saykesus repliear
answered and said to him.” Jesus answered because He saw the

guestion in Nicodemus’ heart.
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Jesus gives a simple answer to Nicodemus’ questiam:
you cannot enter.” This is a simple statement afinability.
Man'’s inability is so bad Jesus says thdhless one is born
again, he cannot even see the kingdom of G@d3) You see,
Nicodemus, the teacher of Israel, had always tatigititman has
the ability to enter. Nicodemus taught that manl@@limb the
ladder to God by doing the right things. Nicodertawgyht that
you must try to become a new man for God and iftygtnard
enough you can do it, and he thought he did.

Jesus sees this and He says, no! no! no! You tamber
the Kingdom unless you are born again. Unless you are born
again, you will not even “SEE” the kingdom, saysuk Jesus is
telling Nicodemus, You think you are seeing propdsut you are
not. You are born blind. You are born dead in ygins. Was this
just the condition of Nicodemus?

No! It is the condition of all mankind howeverdid.

You can dress a corpse with warm clothes, use eticsrto
keep it looking nice,
fragrance and spices to keep it smelling nice.iBustill a corpse.
All that you do won’t make it new, won't give ifdi. In the same
way, man is born dead, dead spiritually! That lg/weach person
must be born again to be alive and enter the KingdbGod.
That's the picture Jesus, our Teacher from Godisvasito see

about ourselves. Man is totally unable to do amgtto enter
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because he is spiritually DEAD. Do you see ththtabout
yourself here? Do you admit that Jesus is the fezamome from

God, and His teaching is good also about you?

Now what Must Happen In Order To Enter the Kingdom
(vv.4-8)?

In other words, what's the remedy to the fact gatul
people cannot enter the Kingdom of God? Wellugeays that
“you” must become a “new you.” You must be boraiagOnly
then is the door to life with God open to you. Tisisvhat must
happen to you!

But the question is: “How?” Do we need to be
reincarnated? Take on a new body? Is that whasJlssaying?

That is what Nicodemus thought Jesus was sayidgw
can a man be born when he is old? Can he entecarsl time

into his mother's womb and be bor@2 4) “No, no”, says Jesus,

“Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one is bomatér and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of heaverdére Jesus
explains what it means to be “born again.” It nebha born “from
above.” It must come from heaven. It must corenfiGod.
That's what He means by being “born of water aredSpirit.” It

is God'’s work of making us spiritually alive so thee can believe

in JesusThe Holy Spirit must first plant the seed in udisat it

can sprout into faith. Unless this happens, yownoaenter the
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kingdom of heaven. And the water points to thehwggaway of
our sins through the blood of Jesus.

To come to or believe in Jesus, you need newrdfGod
first. That's why Jesus says to Nicodemus in vérs¢hat which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which isnbof the Spirit is
spirit.” It doesn’t do to be born again in another boay wour
good deeds can never be good enough to allow ymeath God.
You won't enter the Kingdom these ways. John 1:3Zonfirms
this. It's“not of blood, nor of the will of the flesmd@ matter how
hard one tries!)nor of the will of man, but of God!”

It is so important that we understand this thatiSeswys it
again a third time:Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘you must
born agairi (verse 7). This is not a command: Jesus is not saying,
“now you make sure and get yourself born againB. NYou don't
make that decision. Just like you had nothingaavith your
physical birth you cannot bring about your spiritoi@th. You
can’'t make yourself alive so that you believe. Tdasision comes
from above, from God. Jesus is saying you mushgmigh a
rebirth, if you are going to enter the Kingdom ajds

See verse 8. The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it cerfrem and where
it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spide’sus is saying,
“it's not up to you, but up to God.” Just like warmot control the

wind, we cannot control the work of the Holy Spirit
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God plants new life into a spiritually dead perséiow
can you tell if you or someone else is spirituale®? We can only
observe it by its effects in our lives. Just ash@ar the sound of
the wind, so too the work of the Holy Spirit wih@w in the lives
of those in whom God gives this new life! A spiat rebirth will
show in a new, changed life. How will it show? will show
itself in repenting of our sins and believing isug.

Nicodemus then respond${dw can these things be?”
(verse 9)And Jesus says to hiffAre you a teacher of Israel, and
do not know these things?Me should have known! Was he not a
teacher of Israel? He should have known what Gatite His
people about the new birth in Ezekiel 36:24-27.

So, if this remedy is from above, where can | léakthis

remedy? How can | get this new life?

WhereTo Look For This Remedy (vv.8-15)

Nicodemus should have known what Jesus was talking
about since Ezekiel 36 and Jeremiah 31:31 speakt #tis. Jesus
says to him, Most assuredly, we speak what we know and testify
what we have seen and you do not receive our vgi{fuesse 11).
Jesus was telling Nicodemus what had already lmerim in the
Bible, so why didn’t he just accept it? Becauseligenot think he

was that bad by nature.
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Many today, even teachers and preachers do navedte
witness of Jesus, the Teacher from heaven eitlhey don’t
receive the witness of His Word, in the Bible.

Why because they want to hold to the lie that ey be good
enough to get to the Kingdom of God.

Many deny that man is totally unable to make hifnsel
acceptable to God. The new birth is 100% an aGauf's
sovereign grace to whom He wills! Jesus tells Nerous, if you
don’t believe this miracle that takes place onkearthe hearts of
men and women, you do not understand true Christjaand so
you will not understand the deeper things or helaings.
That's why Jesus says in verse ‘i2| have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how will you beligveell you
heavenly things”?

Jesus tells Nicodemus, if you want this new lifey ynust
look to the Son of Man. You must look to Jesusities heaven-
sent remedy! You must look to the Teacher fromvaeaNo other
teacher or guru came from heaven. Only the Sd@doaof who has
descended from heaven (verse 13)!

Jesus Goes on in verse "‘hd as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Sklanfoe lifted up,
that whoever believes on Him should not perishhawe eternal
life” (vv.14-15). Jesus is saying, “Nicodemus, you krloag

bronze serpent that Moses raised in the wilder(igsbers 21:4-
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9)? People were dying with no ability to savetikelves from the
deadly snake poison.” The total inability of maasamade plain
there. They were dying. The only remedy lay outsititnem
because only death lay in the people.

So too if you want to have a new life, you muskiop to
Jesus! To Jesus lifted up on the cross! This e, new life, is
rooted in Christ’s perfect sacrifice on the cramsybour sins. This
is where you must look! But in order to do thisuymust see that
you have nothing in you that will give you spiritdiée.

Everything in you is filled with spiritual deathlléd with hatred,
jealousy, and disobedience to God. You are deddam have no
ability. You must believe on Him and trust in herfect sacrifice
in your place!

But you say, “How can | look if | am dead? How dan
believe if | am dead?”

True, God commands us to believe. But He is soigug; He also
gives what He commands. Ask Him and He will givel yehat
you need for this new life. Jesus once asked ayrad man to
get up and walk. He couldn’t get up. Yet the ealk there: Get
up! And God gave what He commanded. He gave henalility
to walk again. This only happened because Jesuarthhas the
authority to make man do what they cannot do thermase

God does not command us to get up out of our witests

but he does command us to believe in Jesus CRrtbiezonly one
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who can get us into the Kingdom of God. Do youdwd Jesus
has authority in your life?

The call is not to be born again, but God'’s callisas to
believe in His only begotten Son (John 3:16)! ba pelieve? If
you say, “yes, | believe Jesus Christ died for amginner,” then
you have evidence that you have been born agamil s& you also
have entered into a relationship with God the lang are part of
His Kingdom.

Streetlight Ministries Page 27 Streetlight Ministries Page 28



