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July 1, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

1 Samuel 14:45-46 “But the men said to Saul, ‘Should Jonathan
die—he who has brought about this great deliveramt¢srael?
Never! As surely as the LORD lives, not a haihsf head will

fall to the ground, for he did this today with Gotelp.” So the
men rescued Jonathan, and he was not put to d€h#n Saul
stopped pursuing the Philistines, and they withdietheir own
land.”

Faith and Action

Reading: 1 Samuel 14:24-52
Text: 1 Samuel 14:45-46

Saul was the very first king in Israel. Do yowlnwho
was the very last one? Who was the most famowg®kiind what
is the name of the king who reigns now on the tarohDavid?

Yes, Jesus Christ. He is the last king and tkatgst of all.
The position which Saul once held, is now his. €Tthe is a better
king, and his glory is much greater than that afl Saut his
position is exactly the same. Like Saul, Jesus regns over
God’s people, to protect them from all harm andrige back the
enemy.

Now, in our passage, King Saul did a number of etk
things, and in the end, a curse fell upon him. dirse came on
him as it can only happen to a king. but he algzegences

something that only a king can experience. Andway that is
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both terrible and wonderful, he experiences a cuktedoes it as
only a king can; he does it as only the great Kiegus Christ
would.

We began reading at verse 24, but we need to staher
that before this (in verses 15-23) Jonathan’s dastrike at the
Philistine outpost had brought huge confusion &rthand they
were fighting themselves. Saul summoned his trooisish off
the fight, and to chase the Philistines out ofdksaterritories.

Now Saul was very excited. Though he had donkimgt
for it, his enemy was running away. It would beyeasy now to
destroy the enemy. So he gathered his men togethelly the
troops, to stir them to acts of valour and insghem to fight to
victory.

These are the great moments in history. Somieeof t
greatest speeches are delivered to troops at sneh.t But Saul’s
words are heavy and unsuited. He utters a curégsamwn
soldiers if they should eat before evening - amshthe urges them
to act only for his own glory - until*have avengethyselfon my
enemies”. I'm disappointed in Saul's words. Vesmgee belongs
to God, not man. If you want to motivate peoplat¢t set them
before the Lord, not before man. When Jesus wiggnghimself
for battle against the devil on the cross, he didpoint to himself
as Saul did, but said, “Father, your will be doreeid he sought
strength from God.
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Alas, Saul was not a good king, like Jesus is.

In verse 27 we read that Saul’'s son Jonathanati@mow
of the King’s curse. Jonathan was busy fightirvgaa while Saul
talks with his troops. That morning, Jonathan ala€lady attacked
and overthrown a whole outpost, single-handedlgu ¥an
appreciate, perhaps, that by this time, Jonathanhaagry. As he
traveled through this land of milk and honey, he sabee’s nest.
He poked his spear into the hive and brought hooéys lips. He
ate and was blessed. His eyes were brightened eamimagine
the effect of honey - how it revitalizes a tiredrmalonathan was
ready to fight again, to chase the enemy and leadharge.

But in verse 28, the blessing turns into a cufSéhen one
of the soldiers told him, “Your father bound thengrunder a strict
oath, saying, 'Cursed be any man who eats foodyto@hat is
why the men are fairit. It was like an unexpected blow to the
stomach. Jonathan was not pleased as we camrgacse 29
“‘My father has made trouble for the country. See oy eyes
brightened when | tasted a little of this horiey.

Later in verse 36, Saul was getting his troopdydar the
last leg of the fight, to chase, kill and plund&ut the priest with
them reminded Saul that he should first ask forLthrel's will. He
did. But we read in verse 37 that God did not arsw

Saul rightly concluded that someone had eaten liebore

evening had come, and that was why God did notksigelaim. So
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he called for the Urim and Thummim that God mighteal who
was had done it. The lot exposed Jonathan. Jamalkl not try to
escape the curse. He was ready to die, even tHougtinks that
the curse was foolishly uttered.

But in verse 45 the soldiers rallied around JosattBut
the men said to Saul, ‘Should Jonathan die—he valsdhought
about this great deliverance in Israel? Never! shgely as the
LORD lives, not a hair of his head will fall to tgeound, for he
did this today with God's help.” So the men redcimathan, and
he was not put to deathJonathan was rescued and the enemy got
away (verse 46). But let's read verse 43atl said, ‘May God
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if you dodmmtJonathar”

If the curse did not fall on Jonathan, then whoitfdll on? Right,
it fell on Saul.

In a strange way, Saul became very Christ-likerwthe
curse that should have fallen on Jonathan, feHiominstead. And
in the end, the curse destroyed Saul. These venyies who on
that day got away, would come back and fight agssasil. Saul
would see his army overwhelmed, his own sons kilefdre his
eyes, and, in despair, he would fall on his sward @mmit
suicide. Saul took the curse that was on Jonathsmhimself
and he was not able to bear it.

Just as there was a curse Jonathan, there waseaaruus.

We had broken God’s law, and we continue to deergday of
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our lives. Jonathan did it unwittingly, but we itlavith our eyes
open. We sin and know it. We cannot plead ignogarThere
was a curse on us too.

But Jesus said, “May God deal with me, be it eseer
severely, if you do not die, my brothers and sssteHe knew we
would perish everlastingly under the curse of Gud,that he
could bear it. So he put himself forward: “Deatlwine, ever so
severely, O Father in heaven; do not let my bratlaed sisters die.
Let the curse that is upon them be on me. | vadrit to the cross,
and endure the horrors of hell. | take away theise to bring
them life.”

You see, in the Old Testament stories of Saul asdd)
we read about weak and sinful kings. They do sdttighgs. But
the beauty of God’s love in Jesus Christ shines Ué¢ see God’s
grace in ways that we otherwise would never haee ge

Let each of us be moved to wonder and awe abtreedf
God in Jesus Christ. | urge every one of you et your trust

in Jesus Christ, who gave himself for you.
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July 8, 2007
Rev. George van Popta

Hebrews 12:2 “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set befbmem endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the hghd of the
throne of God.”

Fix your eyes on Jesus

Reading: Hebrews 12:1-13
Text: Hebrews 12:2

The people that first received this letter werel ttd keep
their eyes fixed on Jesus. They were in dangeookihg away
from the Lord Jesus. They lived in a difficult tinf@lmost 2000
years ago). They were being attacked by unbelideertheir faith.
They were getting tired and so were ready to givemn the whole
church thing and Christianity thing.

And so the writer wrote a letter to encourage thento
give up but to keep their eyes fixed upon Jesus.

That's the message that comes to us today too. tBoase
we get discouraged by things that are happeninguin lives.
Perhaps people make fun of you because you wdalidav Jesus.
Because you go to church every Sunday. Or maybdroiubles
come from another direction: maybe life is hard you because
you are ill; or because you have trouble where Ix@) or in your

family. And it just doesn't get any better. Eveough you love
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Jesus and trust him, nothing changes: you aresgtk| that guy in
your lodging home still bugs you; your family stilon't talk to
you. And you think: what's the use? You are temptethrow in
the towel on this church and Christianity thing.

| want to say to you this evening: Keep your eyiegsd
upon Jesus.

This text of scripture gives three reasons forauketep our
eyes fixed on Jesus. The first reason is becdusbmJesus is.

a. He is eternal God (the Son of God, God the S8dr
became a man. He is eternal God. Together with tBed-ather
and God the Holy Spirit, Jesus, too, is God. Wenoamnderstand
that, but it is what the Bible teaches us. Becdiesés God, he is
called: the author and perfecter of our faith. sléhie author of our
faith. What does that mean? What is the authorbufak?

That he is the author of your faith means that tfaeted
faith happening in you. Do you believe in the Ldesus? Do you
love him? Do you want to serve him? Jesus put fdi#t in your
heart. He made it begin to grow. He started thi#ét fa your heart
by letting you hear the Word of God. By bringinguytm church to
hear the preaching of the gospel. When you hearses about the
Lord Jesus and go to Bible studies and catechisen,.drd Jesus is
working in your heart with his Holy Spirit.

But not only is he the author of your faith. Healso the

perfecter of your faith. What does that mean? \uoats it mean
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to perfect something? To make that thing perfiectinish it. The
Lord Jesus can do that because of who he is: Beds When will
he perfect your faith? On the day he comes adtenwill make
you perfect in every way. If you believe in Jesiien on the day
that he comes again, he will make your faith perféoday you
struggle. You have your doubts. But on that day ltbed Jesus
will remove all doubt. We will see him with our eyeOur faith
will be perfected.

We need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus becausésuel.

b. But he is God, the Son of God, who became artrae.
He took our humanity, our humanness, upon hims&df.entered
our human existence to deliver us from sin and misghe author
underlined that by calling him by his very humamea "Jesus."
By simply calling him "Jesus", he wants to telltbat, though he is
God, at the same time, he is a true man. He canse ¢b us. Near
to us.

We cannot understand that—how Jesus can be bagh tru
God and true man at the same time. But it is what Bible
teaches, and so we believe it. One of his namésimanuel. That
means: God with us. That is who he is: God who ctori®e with
us. God who also became a man to save us fromrair s

We need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus becawgeodfie

is: God who came near to us. That's the first reaso
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The second reason we need to keep our eyes fixddsus
is because of what he has done for us.

a. He endured the cross. He died on the crossoéledur
sins upon himself and carried them to the crossth@ncross he
died under the anger of God against human sin. &tk t
responsibility for our sin and set us free from drger of God
against our sin.

The verse we are looking at says: Jesus acceptd th
suffering of the cross because of the joy that @adme from it.
What joy? The salvation of many people, the sabvatf all those
who would believe in him. If you asked Jesus waetthe
suffering on the cross was worth it, he would $&h yes." It was
worth it because through the cross he would savéhase who
believe in him.

Jesus died for you. He gave himself as a sacrificesin.
Why would you look away from him? Salvation is foum him
only.

b. Also, on the cross, the Lord Jesus gave an eeaaip
how to suffer. He showed us what it is to suffetheut getting
angry or giving up. He gives us an example to felldA\s you
faithfully follow Christ, you will suffer becausef @. Our society
has little patience for someone who says that Cisishe only
way. That he alone is the way, the life and théhtr¥our love for

Jesus and faith in Jesus might make things hardidar But in
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Jesus we have a great example of what it meansffer svithout
giving up. We too can put up with hard times andfialilt
situations if we follow the example of our Lord ds<hrist. Keep
your eye fixed on him!

3. The third reason to keep our eyes fixed on Jésus
because of where he, today, is: seated at the mayid of God the
Father. After his death and burial, he arose froendead and went
up into heaven. There, at the right hand of Godptags for us.
From there he sends us the Holy Spirit to comf&rengthen and
encourage us.

When he was on earth, he died on the cross foNag/
that he is in heaven, he blesses us with his HplyitSHe prays
for us and blesses us. He knows you. He knows wbat
struggles are. What you are happy about and sadt.aBwen
though he is in heaven, he still is a true man lam#nows what it
is like to be you—a human being with joys and sadnélnesses,
human struggles. He knows all about it. He wilestithen you in
your struggles. He will bless you through his H8lyrit.

And from heaven he will come again. He is not gdiog
stay there forever. He is coming again. He will eoagain to
judge the living and the dead.

And so my friends, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus.
Remember who he is: Almighty God who came to ususieone of

us. You need to remember what he did: He died enctbss for
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you to set you free from all your sins and to bed arample of
how to persevere in the face of suffering. You needemember
where he is: In heaven, at the right hand of G&lessing you
from heaven. Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, angghwill be

well for you.

July 15, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

1 Samudl 15:22 “But Samuel replied: ‘Does the LORD delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in olgeilie voice of
the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, ankdeed is better
than the fat of rams.”

To obey is better than sacrifice

Reading: 1 Samuel 15:1-26
Text: 1 Samuel 15:22

The book of Samuel might easily be described adtok
of rejection. It is not a nice thing to be rejettdt hurts most
when the people closest to you reject you. Itpsiaful thing to
be rejected by brothers or sisters, by parents@m by children.

In this chapter, God rejected Saul as king owerels That
is the title in the NIV over chapter 15. Why dd@&sd reject Saul?
God himself explains it in verse 238&cause you have rejected

the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as.king
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Saul had rejected God. And it wasn't just Sahlke-whole
people had rejected God. That is what God comgtaearlier to
his servant Samuel when they demanded that herap&ing
over them. God said to Samudljsten to all that the people are
saying to you; it is not you they have rejected,thay have
rejected me as their kidg(1 Sam 8:7)

And that grieved God to the heart. The peoplewhe
loved had rejected him. God had chosen them imidom, God
had nurtured them in Egypt; the Lord delivered tHeym slavery
via Moses, and led them gently through the wildssrte the
Promised Land. He gave them a land flowing wittkrand
honey. God dreamed with his people about a glerfature that
he would give them, and God quietly planned tovgelthem
through a supreme act of love in his Son JesusChri

God invested so much, but they had rejected him by
wanting a king to rule over them, and now that Ja@ng who
ruled over them was rejecting God. Let’s see how.

God had given Saul a job to do. God was, aftdfial of
kings and Lord of lords. Of all people, Saul shibkmow that.
God commanded Saul to attack and destroy the pebpimalek.
It sounds terrible, doesn’t it? But Amalek was fingt nation to
attack Israel when they came out of Egypt - thegdtto destroy
Israel when they were weakest. The nations mast ldhat there

is only one God; none may despise Israel’'s GodisHiee King of
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kings. Let them fear Israel's God - for that is theginning of
wisdom.

So Saul gathered Israel’'s army together, he atthekd he
destroyed. But he did not destroy everything. kejet some of the
animals and Agag their king. Is that what God tald to do?

No. God told him to destroy everything.

So why didn’t Saul destroy everything? Because/ag
making himself first, not God. In verse 12 we réadvent to a
place called Carmel to set up a monument in honbbimself.

He has just won a great battle against Amalek,renvd he was
taking the glory for himself. Is that right? N@he victory
belongs to God. He blesses his people and hebis tbanked for
every good thing.

What's the problem here? Is it just a little ralsg? No, it
is clear that the problem is deeper than that. pfbblem lied in
his heart. He did not love God nor did he warlidav down
before God. He wanted his own glory, not God's whnted
people to praise him for his victories in battlet &od.

Obviously, then, the problem would soon come dte.
would disobey God. And he did. Samuel says inev&6sthat Saul
had pounced on the plunder, though God had cléantydden
that. As Samuel pressed on Saul his sin againgdt k&ofinally

admitted it, though he made excusddidve sinned. | violated the
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LORD's command and your instructions. | was afi@ithe people
and so | gave in to thefn(vs 24)

Now perhaps you can understand why God says what he
does in verse 22. God delights in obedience becgus need to
love God to obey him. Oh, you can obey him somesimyou
don’t love him, but eventually you will stop obegihim. If you
don’t love God, it will come out.

But if you do love him, it will show. You will alays try to
obey him. You will always want to praise him. Thawhy God
says he delights in obedience. Saul had disob@&geldsaying he
wanted to offer the animals he had spared for af&acto God.

He acted as though he were disobeying God to haBodr But
God hates that. We must not try to invent our eovays of
worship. When we worship, we must do what God .says

Saul had rejected God. Now God was rejecting.Saul

But did God reject his people? Did he abandorpéaple?
No, we read, The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you
today and has given it to one of your neighbd(vrs. 28). God
had chosen another to be king, someone who waey et
someone whose heart would be devoted to God.

Who is that person? David.

But did David honour God perfectly all the timé, also

disobeyed God at times. But the difference witiDavas that he

Streetlight Ministries Page 17

loved God with all his heart, and he wanted to hwramd serve
God. David was just like us, a sinful man.

But who was David’s great son, who would becomeagKi
over God’s people? Jesus Christ. He would not lavie God
with all his heart, but he would obey God all his.| He would
never reject God in thought or deed. And the angathing is that
he kept on obeying God even after all the peopézted him and
crucified him. And then he kept on obeying God wkiee Father
rejected him on the cross. And as a reward Gollezkhim to the
highest honour. He ascended into heaven and sat doGod’s
right hand. He is the one whom the Father lovesdatights in.

You may suffer rejection in all kinds of ways g world -
even by the people who you depend on, who are ttogeu. But
don’t worry. Your closest friend is still besidewy God will
never reject you if you are in Jesus Christ. Hggist there beside
you, supporting you, strengthening you, until h@dg you into his
eternal glory.

So obey God. Honour him in all your ways. Louenh

with all your heart.

Streetlight Ministries Page 18



Streetlight Ministries Page 19 Streetlight Ministries Page 20



