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Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 7:16 “The animals going in were male and female of
every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. TherlORD
shut him in.”

Then the Lord Shut Him In

Reading: Genesis 7:11-24
Message: Genesis 7:16

In the book of Revelation, we read, “He holds tky &f
David. What he opens no one can shut, and whsglis no one
can open.”(3:7) The Apostle John wrote this aldesus Christ.
In Genesis 7, God opens and God closes, and naadyndo
what God has done. When God says, “You shall ass!) shall
nobody pass.

Let us think about that first statement: What Gpdres, no
one shall close. We read in verse 11 that ontécptar day in the
life of Noah, all the springs of the great deepsbtorth, and the
floodgates of heavens were opened. This was sbajuiolent
storm, the kind that we experience from time tcetinT his was
different. Every heart was gripped by fear whaa storm began.
It was like no other. It did not fit the patterhamything that had
ever happened before.

First, the springs of the great deep burst fofithe earth
itself groaned and shuttered. It began with fda@uthquakes.
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There is a theory that at the time of the floodydeea was torn
apart to form the five great continents that weehmday, and that
the waters that now fill the oceans was at thag timthe
atmosphere and stored in massive polar ice fidlds.a theory
that may well be true. It certainly would helpsie what
happened in our chapter.

The earthquakes themselves would have done indeedib
damage everywhere - many of the forests would baea
flattened, probably few houses would have remastadding.
Many people were already dead, killed in the rulableollapsed
buildings. But none thought to tend to the woundiew terrors
sprung all around for the springs of the great deeg bursting
forth. It seems that global conditions were défar- a great
reservoir of water deep under the earth’s crusthhgreater than
any we have experienced, had come under enormessyge.
Perhaps ice caps hundreds of miles thick were zingpthe rest of
the globe with their weight until the earth’s crasuld contain the
pressure no longer. Suddenly, with explosive fdikeethat of
nuclear bombs, the springs of the great deep bkt Water
shot up from the ground.

And then the heavens were no longer the beautifudese
of blue. Instead it became menacing, dark, roNiniy thick
clouds that blocked the sun’s light. It were asutjh dams

holding back a gigantic lake in the sky, broke ggenwe read the
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floodgates of heaven were opened. It rained wittatural force.
This was not rain to renew the face of the groulavas rain that
beat down the ground with pounding force - yeswhter would
overcome the soil.

Even before the flood began to rise, there are nidaag,;
ruin and destruction is everywhere. There is t@mnd forces
pounding from above and pulsing from below. Godratw burst
forth against those who thought they could ignasenArarnings and
defy his glory. What God opens, shall none sliig.had opened
the floodgates of heaven and the springs of thp.deke had
begun to show his wrath. It will stop only whes fustice has
been satisfied, when sinners have been punishéd et
judgement they deserve.

For 120 years, Noah has been like John the Baptist,
preaching a message of repentance. Noah wase®oys about
his message. He spent the whole time buildinggh@mous ship,
an ark. God is angry with the world. Believe Repent from it.
Turn and seek the Lord while he may be found. Wwaerstand
that God will not be mocked. His patience will ertde is long
suffering but will not suffer our sins forever.

If my enemy strikes me in the cheek, | must tueather.
I will try to do that. If he spits me in the eyayill wipe the spittle
away but not spit back. But if he speaks ill of father, that is a

different matter. | will defend him. If he speaksf my God, |
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will cry out to God for vengeance. None may moddG They
may humiliate you and me, but not our God!

For if God can be insulted, ignored and despised, a
nobody pays, human life is meaningless. If Godsdur is taken
away, then there can be no honour, and our higjoest is thrown
down, and our most glorious hopes are dashed.

God’s glory shall stand. God will not be mockekhose
who dare speak ill of him, those who look with ampt on the
message we bring, shall pay for their sin.

In Genesis 7, God’s glory is defended, HallelujdNdne
shall shut the gates of judgment when God throwsthpen. His
judgement shall be unleashed. Do not think thatmaoch time has
passed. It will come.

But, and this is the second part of our messagat ®bd
shuts, none shall open. This is good news. Thaudk to the days
before the flood began: Everything was calm, thosmynething
was afoot. The animal world was moving to a steatuge. Every
species of animal, a couple at a time, passedthedaown where
Noah lived: Elephants, giraffes, buffalo, tigerpgdos, and rhinos.
What's going on? But mothers stilled their litlees as they tuck
them in bedShush, it's okay. The moon has risen. Fatheris i
the kitchen. Bread is in the cupboard. Everythsfine. Sleep my
little one. Words of motherly tenderness, but words of dean

against God nonetheless.
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So everyone sleeps peacefully in their sinful redoel
against God. But the next day, no more animal&weving.
What a relief that was to everyone! Noah and &silfy quietly
walk up the ramp into the ark for the last time anthout anyone
present, the Lord himself shuts the door. Nobbddyight anything
of it. Little did they realize that when God shutsbody can open.

June 10, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 9:12-17 “And God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant |
am making between me and you and every living areatith
you, a covenant for all generations to come: | retany rainbow
in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the cosenbetween me
and the earth. Whenever | bring clouds over tmtheand the
rainbow appears in the clouds, | will remember rmyanant
between me and you and all living creatures ofyekerd. Never
again will the waters become a flood to destroyif@ll Whenever
the rainbow appears in the clouds, | will see ¢ eemember the
everlasting covenant between God and all livingtnes of every
kind on the earth.” So God said to Noah, ‘Thithis sign of the
covenant | have established between me and abrifdhe earth.”
The Rainbow

Reading: Genesis 8:15-9:17
Text: Genesis 9:12-17

My mother was diagnosed with colon cancer 10 yages
Surgeons bravely tried to remove the cancer withidg) and then
medicine doctors tried to destroy it with harshgirwvia

chemotherapy - a drug that is like acid that bamd kills many
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things in the body. Three years later, the Loaktioer home.

Many of you have gone through (or are going thrguiga
same thing. Now | ask you, when a surgeon cuty @aes of the
body, or when doctors administer toxic drugs thahlihe flesh,
are they trying to torture us? Or are they tryimd¢peal us?

The flood was terribly destructive. It brought rhueath.
Was it the angry act of a hate-filled God? Waguisetrying to
inflict pain and suffering? Or was it an act o&heg?

The Apostle Peter says that God saved Noah thrthegh
flood, and that is what the flood was. It waswey for God to
save the world from a people bent on destroyingtgation.
Don't be afraid of global warming or nuclear holosa It won't
happen. Be afraid, rather, to be found to be ag&iod.

In Genesis 9, the deed has been done. Like acumygs
away cancerous tissue, God had cut away sinfukligving
humanity. Only the believers were left, and a rantrof the
animals. They were saved in the ark. Thus did & the earth.
God saved the earth because he loved the humgrasareleed he
loved all his creatures, but humanity above albose they were
created to be his image, created with special @addove, with
special hope. When Adam and Eve had sinned irdgaahen
God immediately promised that he would send a meeée¢o crush

the serpent and to save us from our sins. Goccasasnitted to
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that plan. He could not allow the human race to tive earth. If
he did, there would be nothing left to save whenShviour came!

So he sent the flood. It had come. Floodwatese hagher
and higher. It covered the streets, it coveredidiés, it covered
the houses, the trees, hills and even the mountétingse 20 feet
over the highest mountain and every living thinat ttirew breath
into its lungs, died. But as the waters rose,tardstorms tossed
the now vast sea, God never took his eye from ttkd\Ndah had
built. God watched over it as a mother watchesohér child, for
the ark is the womb of life for all the earth. &rda will come
forth all living things that now populate the earth

By stages, the floodwaters receded. It took a e/lyehr
for the flood to subside. Then we read in Gengdi8-17 ‘By the
first day of the first month of Noah's six hundeed first year, the
water had dried up from the earth. Noah then rezdahe
covering from the ark and saw that the surfacénefground was
dry. By the twenty-seventh day of the second ntbhatbarth was
completely dry. Then God said to Noah, ‘Come 6th®ark, you
and your wife and your sons and their wives. Bongevery kind
of living creature that is with you—the birds, #i@mals, and all
the creatures that move along the ground—so theyaatiply on
the earth and be fruitful and increase in numbeomufi.”” The
first thing Noah wanted to do was to offer sacdfto God. It was

like saying,O God, life is from you and life must be livedyou.
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May this new humanity, born out of the ark, tureitinearts to
you and love, worship and obey you. Give us ytessing God,
that we may live in your love.

But cancer is a difficult thing to get rid of. déems to just
keep coming back. Sin is also very difficult td gd of. The
flood had destroyed sinners, but sin survived. Giagself says in
8:21 “every inclination of his heart is evil from childi®” In
other words, Noah, his sons and their wives werkisioo. Not
just a little but very sinful.

Whoa! Now what? How long will it take before God
unleashes his fury again to save the world fronsthef mankind
with the next flood? Every time that rain cloudsmh on the
horizon, instead of being glad that soon the eailitbe refreshed
with pleasant rains, they will be afraid that Godisth would be
unleashed again. In fact, on this very day, wihexy teft the ark
and the sacrifice was being offered, clouds begayather on the
horizon - they were rain clouds. Was this God&pomse to their
sacrifice? Would life with God be a life of constéear and
uncertainty?

No. God says to Noah that never again will herdgsill
living creatures as he hadAs long as the earth endures, seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,aaynight will
never ceaseé (8:22) In Genesis 9:9-11 God said the samagthi

even more emphaticallyl iow establish my covenant with you
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and with your descendants after you and with elreiryg creature
that was with you—the birds, the livestock andredl wild
animals, all those that came out of the ark with-y@very living
creature on earth. | establish my covenant with:\ever again
will all life be cut off by the waters of a floodever again will
there be a flood to destroy the eaftlGod will not destroy the
earth even though we sin against him and don’trdedas love.
He will keep providing for mankind. Season willlfav season.
The sun will rise and warm the earth. Oceansstaly within their
shores. God will not curse the earth again.

And as God spoke these words, the clouds dropped th
rain, but there was something spectacular in #iis rThe sky
glowed with a heavenly light, beautiful displayaafiours, arching
across the sky. A rainbow. And God said, whenguersee the
rainbow, remember that | have promised not to ctireesarth
again. That is God’s covenant with us. The eaithnot be
cursed, even though it deserves to be cursed bechosir sins. It
will not be cursed because the curse would be Ivtodigwn upon
Jesus Christ. The punishment we deserved wasphitoand he
suffered the judgment of God. Jesus Christ endaltetie wrath
and destruction of the flood as he hung on thesauosler the curse
of God.

Praise God for his mercy in Jesus Christ. We niagth

the air, enjoy the sunshine, wonder at the statelgtd night sky,
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and do our work from day to day because of Godvenant, the
covenant that is brought to us through the graddare of Jesus
Christ. We have received our lives from God. Wweuse our lives
to worship, obey and love him.

After the doors of destruction are opened and ealize
that these are doors that will never shut, soreel to save
themselves: climbing high trees, fleeing to nedritlg, some
could even flee to a mountain, and still othersayotafts and
larger boats. But some did not waste time doirgi shings; they
ran instead to the Ark and banged on the sideg)yggnd
screaming to be let in. For the ark was the onlyehior salvation.
Outside the ark was death, the judgment of Goddénsas life
and hope for the future, especially the friendgtfiod.

But the Lord had shut Noah in. What God shutsersirall
open. And God had shut the door because he is afGodrcy
and love. He does not take pleasure in the dddtteavicked but
that they should turn from their evil ways and livBut he will not
allow life to become meaningless. Those who slaadd
blaspheme God must repent.

An ancient interpretation of the ark is that iaipicture for
the church of Jesus Christ. Those who belongddturch
during this life, God will keep safe through thegment and bring

them to his glorious future. God will keep us saféough he
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opens the gates of judgment, he will shut his oeapte in the
safety of his love.

To Jesus Christ is given the key to open and teecldde
does not just love you and me he also loves hisdratTo those
who refuse to repent of their sins against his ératie will open
the gates of wrath and none shall shut. But tidseseek refuge
in him now, he will receive into his church to ered for, built up
in and nurtured; and when the day of judgment commesvill first
shut them into the safety of his love.

Believe in him now and he will shut you in and yamlll be safe.

June 17, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 11:6 “The LORD said, ‘If as one people speaking the
same language they have begun to do this, themigatiey plan
to do will be impossible for them.”

The Tower of Babel

Reading: Genesis 11:1-9
Text: Genesis 11:6

Have you heard of the game called “King of the
Mountain™? If you're pretty strong, it's not diffult to stay on top.
Some people say that God acted like that in verddeswanted to
stay on top, so he pushed man back. God was iempoot

because he was stronger, but he had the betteéioposNow these
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same people say that we are on top of the hill. h&Xe pushed
God down in the past 200 years through our sciande
technology. We don’t need God anymore. We've hexstrong;
we’ve taken control of our destiny.

If you take verse 6 all by itself, you could irgest it that
way, if you hated God. It proves the saying: “Atteut of context
is a pretext for your own prejudice.” You can malkething you
want out of verse 6, but we need to see the coatexind the
verse in order to interpret it correctly, and tarfewhat God has to
say to the church today.

So what is the context? Well, the flood had hegppened.
Noah and his family where the only humans lefteyfeared God
and wanted to worship him. We read that when Nszathe out of
the Ark, then he immediately offered a burnt offigron an alter to
God. We read,The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said
in his heart: ‘Never again will | curse the groubdcause of man,
even though every inclination of his heart is &aim childhood.
And never again will | destroy all living creaturess | have
done.”(Gen 8:21)

It was Noah'’s descendants who built this toweneylfwere
not completely good people. Even about Noah, Gadlthat
every inclination of his heart was evil. All hikildren and
grandchildren were the same. The people who thaltower of

Babel were not good people.
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Now let us look at the text itself. We read ttegty had
one language and a common speech — that is, tlo&g $ipe same
language, and talked the same way. They wantsthyotogether
because unity was their strength and hope. Thesedeastward
and settled in the plains of Shinar, that is timel laf Babylon
(today, it is called Irag). They developed nevwhtemdogy. People
already knew that if they mixed clay with strawapld them into
square blocks and lay them in the sun to dry, theyld get pretty
hard. This was the way that many built their homBat now they
discovered that if they baked the bricks in ovéingy became
extremely hard - almost indestructible. That wasizing
technology. They did not need stones. They condde their
own! They could shape them any way they wanted. Th
architectural possibilities became endless!

They were excited about that, so they wanted écthusir
indestructible bricks to make an indestructiblety @nd tower.
“Let us build for ourselves a city with a tower theaches to the
heavens”. Ah, that desire still stirs in the hurbasast. We want
churches with spires the reach to the sky, donssatie higher
than ever imagined before. Also our downtown effiowers are
an expression of religious and spiritual aspirdtion

But why? They wanted to build a tower for twoseas:
To make a name for themselves and to preventhegtghould be

scattered. To make a name for themselves. Wl e heard
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that before? Is that not what people were sayeigre the flood?

Genesis 6:4 saydte Nephilim were on the earth in those days—

and also afterward—when the sons of God went to&lughters

of men and had children by them. They were thedsenbold, men
of renown” Each person was anxious to establish the reiputaf
his own name. And they became great not by dodrogl ghings,
but by doing evil things. They crushed the helplesbecome

rich. They terrorized the weak to gain power arfthence. The
violence which they committed against their felloman became so
great that God could bear it no longer. He wipetitbat whole
world with the flood.

Now we come to chapter 11. The flood had come and
gone. The world was growing again from the chitdoé Noah.
Had the world learned their lesson? Well, theyndbseek their
own name at the cost of their neighbour. They wamtstablish
the greatness of their own name together as a coitynthe city-
state. But it was just as wicked because peopigasiaheir own
glory apart from God.

But what is worse, they were being deliberately
disobedient. God had given to Adam the mandaitectease in
number, and to fill the earth, having dominion oakithe earth.
God did not create the world to be uninhabited! cHeated the

world good. He wanted us to discover its richesienits wealth,

Streetlight Ministries Page 17

climb its mountains, explore its lands, tame itsreats, farm its
soil and find an amazing variety in what God hadiena

But they turned their backs on God’s commandItohie
earth. They did not trust the exciting life Godea them to.
They trusted their own wisdom. Their wisdom wagityl They
looked for strength in themselves and in the wheytdid, even
though it was in revolt against God. If these wgwed people,
they would be doing better things. But they weseupt people,
doing worse things. If their unity of languagedsahem to find
strength that is so independent of God, no amolexiband open
revolt against God will be impossible.

So God came down and confused their language.
Suddenly, they could not understand each othed dBoaded them
so that they might spread out on the earth, disdogecreation
and the Creator’s glory, and live in a trustingtiginship with
him. He wants us to be strong, not in ourselvédblueaching out
a hand to him and by walking with him. He wantigabple
everywhere to celebrate him, and more, to knowgtase and
love.

When we discover his grace and learn to walk $n hi
fellowship, we will not be afraid of the world. Wll fill the
earth; we will seek his glory in everything. Wdlgay, like the

angels in heaven, “The whole earth is full of Hzrg”
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But that will only happen when people discover God
through Jesus Christ. “No one comes to the Fduthieby me”,
Jesus said. We can only walk with God when wenlahiout his
love through Christ. But through Christ, we nolydimd God, but
in God, we find one another. Jesus brings abautftity of
mankind that we falsely sought in Genesis 11. sl€duist heals
the division of the nations. For in the end, gegdebefore his
throne will be people of every nation, tribe, toag@nd people.
God is especially proud of this work - he will h#a¢ nations.
When we are united in Christ, there will be no &mthe amount
of good that we can do. Let us go forward in Gaiace and in
his fellowship, for his glory.

June 24, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 12: 2-3 “| will make you into a great nation and | will
bless you; I will make your name great, and yod kel a blessing.
| will bless those who bless you, and whoever ciysei | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessealityin you.”

Abraham’s Time and Calling

Reading: Genesis 11:27 - 12:3
Message: Genesis 12: 2-3

What happens when you say to someone you meet, “We

should get together some time,” but don’t set & edien to meet?
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Or perhaps you say to someone with whom you doat&sisiness,
“I'll pick it up and pay you later,” only to forgéater to pay for it.

Little things, you might think. But our attitudeward little
things has a lot to do with our attitude aboutthiggs. Those
who tell little lies are on the way to telling Higs; those who
deliberately neglect small duties can easily mavéooneglecting
big duties. A rather new expression to me oftaggitrue: God is
in the details. It is the reason why the church dlavays said that
we must flee all immorality, that we must neverthet Devil get a
foothold.

What is the most important thing that we shoulgata
never neglect? One Catechism says: “The chiebénthn is to
glorify God and to enjoy him forever.” And thattsie: we should
glorify God. If we neglect that, we have faileddo our duty as
human beings.

Now, before Genesis 12, nobody in partictiadto
worship God. God called everyone in general toshigr him.
Before the flood, there had been those who carbe talled “the
sons of God” and “the daughters of men” - perhpy tvere
known as “the children of Seth” and “the childrdrCain.” Some
people worshipped and served God, and others did no

Before the flood, the family of believers becamgsland
less faithful. They knew that they should worsBipd, yet over
the generations they drifted away and neglectdidedor God.
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In that time, there were no churches. There wereffice-
bearers who were called by God to encourage, wastiuct and
generally lead the people the way a shepherd leiadsheep.

Because the human race was no longer worshippig G
God sent the flood to destroy the earth. When egtatt our duty,
we don’t do nothing - we do evil. Mankind becasoeevil that
God could endure it no longer. It grieved him sachnto see man
abuse his good creation. He destroyed all liviniggs on the
earth, and began anew with Noah and his family.

But still there was no church, no office-bearersspecial
people called out from the earth to belong to Gwkryone
belonged to God. He gave the human race a setamte to do
the right thing - for everyone. But it didn’t helpVhat did they
do? In only a few generations, they had builtttveer of Babel to
spearhead a great revolt against God. So Godesedtthem by
confusing their language.

The time had come for God to treat people diffdyen
General plans do not work. God had promised AdadnEave that
a child would be born who would grow up to save lisvas a
general promise to mankind. But twice, mankindvaab
themselves to be unworthy. So now in our passagkeb@came
specific: the Saviour would be born, not to mankimdeneral, but

to the covenant people.
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So in Genesis 12 God began a whole new venture - a
venture that he is still busy with to this day. ¢h®se Abram.
God did not forget everyone else; rather, he chmseake Abram
his special friend and partner in a covenant sosbiae day in the
future he might reach out to the rest of the wanldugh Abram’s
children. But he would begin with Abram. God wathta very
special relationship of love with this one person.

Why did he choose Abram? God called Abram just
because he wanted to. It pleased God to do smguspleases
God to call you today to Christ. You don’t deseityéut God
wants to do it. God set Abram apart by calling lanway from his
country. Verse 1 tells udthe LORD had said to Abram, ‘Leave
your country, your people and your father's housglamd go to
the land | will show you:” God could not build a special
relationship with Abram if he lived where he hadwn up. God
wanted him to be alone, without relatives or frigneb that he
might learn to depend on God alone and to cheri#iss
friendship above all.

In this way, God would lay the foundation for aszepnant
people, his very own possession on earth, so thatight pour out
the riches of his love on them: Will bless you is what he says to
his people in verse 2. He will surround them wité power of his
love: “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever cuyse |

will curse’ (verse 3).
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Believe that! The people of the covenant, thathis
church, is very special to God. If you bless tharch, you will be
blessed. If you curse the church, God will curse.yThe church
belongs to God because the people in her are henaat people.
And to show how zealous God is for this peoplebllessed them
with the richest of blessings imaginable: He bldgbem with his
own Son. He sent Jesus into the world to be ovio8a Those
bought by Christ’s blood belong for Jesus’ sak&tal, and to
them belongs all the promises.

God does not make empty promises. He does nptlsay
should visit you sometime,” and then fail to dolite calls you to
be a member of his church so that you might beesial people,
his own possession, so that he might visit you witlnis grace
and pour out the gifts of his love. Be the Churdhin the church.
Believe in Jesus Christ, and God will take comptetes of you -
indeed such fantastic care, that you will becomeestburce of
blessing to our city, to our country, to our homela “All peoples

on earth will be blessed through ybu
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