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September 7, 2008
Pastor Chris Bosch

The Law of Our Gracious God
Reading: Exodus 19:16 — 20:2; Colossians 1:15 — 20

For a number of weeks in our Sunday evening sesyive
have busied ourselves with the Twelve Articles of Christian
Faith, otherwise known as The Apostles’ Creed.t kesek the
Pastor spoke to us about the last article, “lI belien life
everlasting.”

But now the question is “how should we live?” #siis
Christ has died for sinners like you and me, hoa/ \ae to show
our thankfulness to Him?

The Lord does not leave us guessing. He has gisetheau
Ten Words of His Covenant, His holy Law. He gakattLaw
long, long ago, for more than one reason. Firgllpthat it might
discover our sins. For where there is no law, tiere knowledge
of wrongdoing. If there is no law against stealingng, or
murdering someone, you can’'t be accused of doirangvif you
were to do these things. Romans 3:20 says thhaygh God’s law
we “become conscious of sin.” Every time we headG law we
have to admit that “I, too, have sinned in many svagd | fall far

short of the love and honor and obedience God ¢xpéene.”
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But then, if we cry out to the Lord in true repemta and
seek forgiveness in Jesus Christ, we may also khsn with his
blood, he, Jesus Christ, forgives me and washesleaa from all
my sins.

But that doesn’'t mean that we can forget about & Galv.
We may not say, “Jesus Christ was perfectly obeédiand |
believe in him so now | can do whatever | wanthal would be a
horrible thing to say.

When the Bible speaks of “God’s Law,” we are terdpie
think of a whole bunch of harsh, cold rules andutaons. You
might just think, “Oh, that's about having to dastland that, and
not doing such and such.” Or, “As if we didn’t lea@nough rules
and regulations already!”

Yet that would be a completely wrong way of thirkin
about God’'s holy law. Actually, when God gave Hisn
commandments he didn't even mention the word “lawr
“commandments.” It simply saysAhd God spoke theseords”
(Exodus 20: 1)

Now you might say, “Sure, that's what it says, yétat
follows are the Ten Commandments.” That's true gat we
must not forget that when God speaks, he speakdswafr life!
When he created heaven and earth and all thintjem, he spoke
and there was light and life all over the placdsefwhere in the

Bible we read that when God speaks, his wora ikfe-giving
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word. It causes rains to come and water the earth rggkants to
bud and bloom so thatall the trees of the field will clap their
hands.” (Isa. 55: 12)

So this evening we want to consider the introductmthe
Law of God. We hear that it islaw of life, of liberty and oflove.
You hear that God’s Word is a word of life in thegerds: ‘1 am
the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, @fuhe land of
slavery.” With them, the Lord didn’t only remind his peoplet
they had been slaves in Egypt, suffering severesporent at the
hand of cruel slave drivers. That was a terriblagtand the Jews
cried out, loud and long.

What was even worse is thatEgypt, they were not free to
worship the Lord according to his wordEverywhere people
worshipped dead idols: Re or Atum, the sun-god, tihet sky
goddess, and Shu and Geb, and Nu, the gods afaath and the
waters under the earth, as well as Osiris, the afléthe world of
the dead. In time, God’s people had begun to worstose idols,
too!

But then the Lord heard their cries and he set@uescue
them. He sent Moses and Aaron his brother to s@&heraoh, the
king, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Let my people go!” d&hoh
stubbornly refused but then God sent ten horritkdgues and that
did it. Pharaoh let the people go and God set tberthe road to
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the promised land, for he is the Lord of life. At.N&inai, he wrote
down his law for them on two tablets of stone.

In doing so, he kept and maintained tivenant, his word
of promise and of obligationEven as the people stood at the foot
of the mountain, God said to then¥du have seen what | did to
the Egyptians and how | carried you on eagles’ wingd brought
you to myself. Now therefore if you obey my vaioe keep my
covenant you shall be my own possession.”

Then, forty years later, when they were finallyde#o go
in to possess the land, God repeated his wordgeof“And you
shall again obey the voice of the Lord and keep lal
commandments. The Lord will make you abundantggerous in
all the world of your hands, in the fruit of youody and in the
fruit of your cattle...”

This great God who rides beyond the clouds andtimas
whole world in his hands, is a gracious God, a @Gblife. That is
especially so as we remember that in no way coud’ $Speople
obey and so fulfill God’s commandments. For ha isoly God
and requires full obedience, but all people artukinght from the
womb of our mother.

Yet God’s law is a perfect whole said the psalr(f’st 19).
It is like a beautiful vase - if that vase shouévé a crack in it the
whole thing is ruined. So if you and | break one Gbd's

commandments, we break the whole law.
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Yet, what did God do? He sent his one and Only, Son
Jesus Christ. He was completely obedient to hikeffan heaven.
And he came to give his true children life, everuradant,
everlasting life - by dying on Calvary’s cross @r sins.

In him, by faith, we have new life. Led by the H@pirit,
through the Word we can live to His praise - if mdieve in Him.
Do we sometimes, even often fail him and grieve ith our
sins? As often as we repent and ask for forgiveheskfts us up
again and says, “Now walk before me and be obedi@etnember
that | am the Lord and Giver of Life. Here are tae words of my
covenant. Treasure them. Shun all idolatry. Dbatome a slave
of sex, or of drugs and of alcohol.” Remember:tHiset you free
from the curse of sin. | liberated you. So my Wany Law is a
law of liberty. Yes of true liberty, forl ‘brought you out of the
land of Egypt, the house of bonddge.

But now | hear someone saying? “Out of Egypt? t Tinay
have been true for those Jews so long ago, busingaer there.
I've only been over the Skyway bridge once or twiicany life,
never mind Egypt!”

But yes, we've all been there. For just as God’eppe
were slaves in Egypt, we of ourselves, in our althln nature, are
slaves of sin today. That's why for example, wagsPsalm 51,

“Create in me a clean heart O God.”
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Yes, we too can be slaves in our Egypt of sin.t thisk of
how swearing, stealing, cursing, and living a gssllgfe can bring
you down. You can become a slave of alcohol andgdr You can
become addicted to pride and jealousy. Insteakonfing the one
true God you can make things, creatures, money saxdyour
idols, and in the process you grieve the Lord wimceomade
people right and holy and sincere.

But the Lord, Yahweh, the One true God says, “isuse
Christ | can set you free from all this sin and enysand suffering
and shame. Onlyhelieve in me. Learn to love me and to serve me
only. Here is my Law.It is not a horrible burden, but it is a law of
true liberty, of living a life of thankfulness in serving theid - a
law of thankfulness and of obedience to your God Saviour.
Yes, to your Saviour who died for you and who liies you
today.”

Then it is not difficult to see God’s law is alsoaav of
love. You hear it in what has been called the “samnof the law”

- “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and saad mind,
and love your neighbour as yourself.”

Yet in the first placeit is not a law of love because of this
command of God that we love him sincerely. Frorgif@ng to
end it is a law of love because it was receivednftbe hand of
God Himself. This God told Moses in Deut. 10:1attfHe had

set his heart in love upon his fathérdde had adopted Israel to be
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his people, so he gave them his Law that they nkgbtv him as
the God who loved them and cared for them, and edhtite best
for them. Had he not promised to send his Sonddatithem?

True, that obliged them to love him in return anddve
their neighbour as themselves. Yet our love foheather and for
neighbours is driven by the love of God. ElsewltteeeBible says,
“We love because h@desus Christjirst loved us’ (1 John 4:14)
The Law of God is really the broadcast of God’'selovMust we
worship no other God than him (1st commandment)2z e
called to obey those in authority over us (4th ceandment)? Are
we to speak the truth and to be faithful in maeagwe must do
so in love of Jesus Christ who, as we readefdre all things and
in Him all things hold together. And he is the thed the body, the
church... so that in everything he might have theesupcy.”

That means that in everything he is and wants toumeber
1! Then we must give Jesus Christ all the honat lame he has
coming. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son that whoever believes in him shall noighebut have
eternal lifé¢ (John 3:16).

Let us then learn to say and pray, “O how | loveryoaw,
it is my meditation night and day. Teach it to rtegt | might
learn more of your love and grace and justice. yiéorare the one

who brought me out of my land of Egypt, my houséafidage.”
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The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy ke theart.
The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving lightthe eyes.

The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.

September 14, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:7 “You shall have no other gods before me.”
1% Word: No Other gods

Reading: Jeremiah 2:1-19

The worst thing that could ever happen to you & tfou
should be found to be worthless by God. John thptiBt warns
that the worthless chaff will be thrown in the fire

The people of Israel, Jeremiah complains in vérshad
followed worthless idols, and had themselves becworoghless.
God says it again in verse 1Imy people have exchanged their
Glory for worthless idol$ It was appalling! What horror!

God continues in verse 13Vl people have committed two
sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of liviedew and have
dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that carirwt water’

Jeremiah compares a spring to a cistern. A smfiiging,
that is, running water, is the image of purity,reshment and
beauty — a spring is nearly always pure and clganusually cool,
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even cold, coming as it does from deep under grcaumdl it is

usually beautiful because trees, grass and flowerse around

springs. But a cistern is yucky. In Jerusalerarghwere great, big
cisterns carved out of the rock under the city, #rewater was
collected there from off the streets. So the omsteould have
some garbage, sewage and dead things in it. Ib'tvesry nice

water at all. The cistern itself was always cragkand leaky.

Which would you rather drink from, and rely on? A
running spring or a leaky, yucky cistern?

Israel chose a leaky, yucky cistern. For they bladsen
fowl, polluted, false gods that cannot be trustedow is that
possible? Now listen, because you said that youldvoather
drink from a running spring instead of a yucky eist - yet you
often drink from yucky cisterns! Why would you lml after false
gods?! Each one of us here does that often! rLigtel | think you
will understand.

In verse 5 God says that his people strayed s gods.
They didn’t make a beeline for them. They werildiby little, so
that they hardly realized what they were doing.

In verse 6 God complainedtiey did not ask, ‘Where is the
Lord?” When might a person ask “Where is the Lord"? Whe
you are in trouble. So what do you do when yousark, when a
date you fear draws closer, when you feel the pressf poverty,

or are afraid of some event or person?
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For Israel, it used to be obvious. God says isee that
Israel used to be like a loving, devoted bride whasts her
bridegroom. But now, they never trusted in Godot Rven the
priests, that is, not even the teachers and pasfotse people,
trusted in God when they needed help. In versee8ead, The
priests did not ask, ‘Where is the Lortl?’

So where did they turn, if not to the Lord? Théwaged
away from God and began slowly but surely to peirtkrust in
false gods. When Jeremiah tried to warn the peoptais, they
just didn’t believe him. “We’re not worshippinghatr gods! We
worship only the Lord, the God of our fathers Alaah Isaac and
Jacob.” But they weren't, and they refused to essfwhat they
knew to be true.

Let me ask you this: When you face some sort isiscr
perhaps you feel stressed out over something, maylee afraid
of something, you cannot cope on your own - whatydo do?
Where do you turn?

Some turn to alcohol. Others buy a lottery tiakego to a
bingo hall or maybe a big trip to the casino. “Mayady luck will
smile on me and save me from my debts, and makieapgy with
a big win.” Or perhaps you try to bury yourself Something -
drugs, mindless music turned too loud in your earpartying.

When you do that, do you know what you have doie®

have forgotten the Lord - you know, the Father esu$ Christ.
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The God who cared so much for you that he senSabisinto the
World to save you, and his Spirit into the worldr@ake us his
sons and daughters. You've forgotten him and tirtee false
gods. You stopped trusting in him to solve youbtems, and
you've turned to something else to help you. Yeuturned from
the beautiful, cool, clean living spring to drirmoin a cistern.
Don't do that. Turn to the Lord every day, andkuaith

him all day long. He loves you and he is verymsgroHe will take
care of you, because he can and wants to. Blessd person

who puts his trust in the Lord. May you be blessed

September 21, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:8-10 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in
the form of anything in heaven above or on thehedaeheath or in
the waters below. You shall not bow down to therworship
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous Gaghiphing the
children for the sin of the fathers to the thirdidaurth generation
of those who hate me, but showing love to a thodigmmerations
of those who love me and keep my commandments.”

2" Word: No Images

Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4

There once was a king who went to war. The lasigthe
did before marching off was to bring his god inte throne room
and to talk to his god, asking that the god giva kictory. The
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king made it clear that he wanted the god to give & victory,
and that a defeat was not to be considered. He &iexl some
bribery and threats (if you give me victory, | wbméplace you,
but if you don't...)

So he went to battle.

But he was beaten, and many of his soldiers wiledk
The king himself suffered minor injuries, but hedaat back to
his palace. When he got there, he told the pteesring the god
into the throne room again - he wanted to have adwath him.
While the priest was gone to get the god, the kirdered that a
whip be brought for him. When the god was standiiefpre him,
he took out the whip and whipped his god for nahdavhat he
asked, and for humiliating him before his enemy.

Is that the right way to treat a god?

What's wrong with that? A person should not ted god
what to do. If the god really exists, then the gelts those who
worship him what to do, and he himself does whatgleases
him. But a god should not obey his worshipper. Woeshipper
should obey his god. When it gets turned aroumeh) that means
that the god really is no god. He is only somejhe imagined
himself.

God said to Israel: You are never to treat mewst You
may never command me, or tell me what to do. Ymeurever to

think that | am equal to or less than you.
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If you make an image of God, then it's much eatdreat
God as an idol. You can carry him around, and gau put him
wherever you want him to be. You can even foraa kb do
certain things because you want him to.

That once happened. Israel was afraid at onethateGod
was not going to help them win a fight against Ftelistines, so
they brought the ark of the covenant onto the édidld. That
way, God would have to fight against the enemyaeshimself!
Israel tried to force God to do what they wanted to do.

But God is wiser than man. He gave the Philistivietory
over the Israelites and at the same time brougiry gb his name.
But that is another story. The point here is thatl hates it when
we make an image of him. That is why he said topaeple in
Deut. 4:15-19*You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD
spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefoetcl yourselves
very carefully, so that you do not become corruptd anake for
yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whetrened like a
man or a woman, or like any animal on earth or &irg that flies
in the air, or like any creature that moves alohg ground or any
fish in the waters below. And when you look ugh&sky and see
the sun, the moon and the stars—all the heavemayardo not be
enticed into bowing down to them and worshipinghghi the
LORD your God has apportioned to all the nationdemheaven.”

God wanted his people to worship him on the bafsisazhing and
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preaching alone - nothing else. No images, naumst no play-
acting. Only preaching, only words.

But now, here is the amazing thing. God was lésdfiwith
pity and compassion for the world, because it wiauls and
destined to perish, that he sent his Son into tbddwto save it.
His Son teaches us about God’s love not just indgjobut in his
very life. He is the exact representation of Gol&ng, and
whatever God is, Jesus is. He is the image ofrwigible God,
and where he is, God is.

But what became of God in Jesus? What did we, the
human race, do to God when at last we could seevhtm our
eyes?

We did lay our hands on him. First we tried tocéohim to
be our king, but when he refused, we laid handkionagain and
arrested him, tried him, sentenced him to die ugffono one could
say what wrong he had done. And when he was astiytah our
power, we spat on him, struck him in face, madedtihim, and
killed him in a gruesome manner: we crucified him.

God used this most horrible thing to accomplish riest
blessed thing: through Jesus’ suffering and deatit, saved us all
from the punishment of our sins.

But you see, we cannot have an image of God amdire
holy in our thinking about God. We are too sinfulle must obey

the 29 commandment, we must worship God in spirit anthtrult
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might seem like more fun to watch movies in churgh,to do
ceremonial dances and bring messages through sktg. God
wants us to be taught by words.

But these are not just words. The preaching ofjtispel is
the power of God. God created the picture of whkoishin our
hearts through the preaching. So listen, and lapesh by the
preaching. You will not only see Jesus, but Gadseif, for he
shows himself to his own people through the presghof the
gospel.

May you be blessed as you worship here from Sunday

Sunday. God will show himself to you.

October 19, 2008
Pastor Doug Vandeburgt

Deuteronomy 5:11 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD
your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guikkewho
misuses his name.”

39 Word: The Lord’s Name

Reading: Exodus 34:1-7

Have you ever heard the names of Romeo and Julies?
Juliet who at one point wonders aloud, “What’s inaane?” She
then says, “That which we call a rose by any otiemne would
smell as sweet.” In other words a name means mgthi
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Yet, is that really true? Is there something maane? My
name is Douglas. It is a Scottish name. But |rayh Scottish.
However, when my father was a young man his béstdrwas
Scottish and went by the name of Douglas, anda@msequence |
was named Douglas. But that is only part of whet'sny name -
the other part of what’'s in my name is its meanitigneangrom
the dark river. But you see my parents didn’'t consider the
meaning of my name when they picked it for me.ohder if they
still would have picked that name if they knew disrk meaning.
Yes, the question ‘what’'s in a name?’ includes asw the
guestion — what does a name mean?

Maybe you have tried to figure out what's in yownre.
But have you tried to figure out what's in the Larchame?
What's in the Lord’s name? This evening we reaanfrExodus
34. In verse 5 it says;Then the LORD came down in the cloud and
stood there with Moses and proclaimed his nameL@RBD.” In
this part of Scripture the Lord proclaims his nantée proclaims
to Moses what his name means. And what does heapr®
Verses 6&7, The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love &mthfulness,
maintaining love to thousands and forgiving wickesh) rebellion
and sin.” The Lord is compassionate - that means he respiand
people who are hurting. The Lord is gracious 4 timeans he

responds to people who don’t deserve it. The li®slow to anger
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- that means he doesn’t get angry quickly on accobiisin. He
abounds in love and faithfulness - that means kddia of love to
give and that he is totally faithful to his prongse The Lord
forgives sin.

But that is not all the Lord says about his nankée also
says, ‘Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; hespes the
children and their children for the sin of the fath to the third
and fourth generation.” The Lord is also just. Sin committed
against him cannot be ignored - it must be punished

Now when you turn to the New Testament, the Lord’s
name is proclaimed in the person of Jesus Christl with Jesus
Christ you see that the Lord’s name hasn’t chamg@&deaning. In
Jesus, the Lord responds to people who are hurtinglesus, the
Lord responds to people who don’t deserve it. elsu3, we see the
Lord is slow to anger. In Jesus, we see the Lbalads in love
and faithfulness. In Jesus, we see that the Lorgivies sin. In
Jesus, we see that the Lord is also just. ForsJsas punished on
account of sin — not his, but yours and mine. Aadn Jesus, the
Lord proclaims his name again as one of mercy asticg.

So you see that the Lord’s name is full of meanidgqd
what the Lord forbids in the third commandmenthattanyone
empties his name of its meaning. Do some of youeraber the
old way this commandment was worded¥Yoti shall not take the

name of the LORD your God in vainXVhat does the wonrdain
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mean? It means empty, nothing. When you speakltind’s
name in a way that empties his name of its truenmgawhen you
speak the Lord’s name in a way that turns his nameenothing,
then you are misusing his name.

So let us talk about misusing the Lord’s name. nialy
we refer to this misuse ablasphemy. Have you heard of
blasphemy? Often when we speak about blasphemythink
about people who use the Lord’'s name to express ¢n@tions
like anger or excitement. Or we think about peapl® use the
Lord’s name to damn people to hell. When you uee ltord’s
name to express your emotions like anger or exeitgnor when
you use the Lord’s name to damn people to helln theu are
taking his name in vain. You are emptying it andking it
nothing.

But misusing the Lord’s name is not just a matfewords
used wrongly, it is also a matter of a life livedowgly. When
people claim to be Christians but do not live I®bristians, then
what does this do to the Lord’s name? It blasplsem@name. To
have the name “Christian” is to carry the namehaf Lord with
you wherever you go, but if you don't live like di@stian then the
guestion returns,What’s in a name?’ And the answer is —
apparently nothing.

But there is something in a name. There is somgtinitthe

Lord’s name and there is something in the namesGan. And so
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| also want to talk about the right use of the Lemdame. For in
forbidding us to misuse his name the Lord also camus us to
use it rightly.

But how? First of all we use the Lord’s name righty
living as the Lord commands us to live. For thenrtame will be
honoured and glorified among all people. Seconalloke use the
Lord’s name rightly when we use his name to pralito and sing
to him. Again when this is done, like you do hewery Sunday,
his name is honoured and glorified. Finally, wee Uds name
rightly when we tell other people about the LorAs Christians,
we must tell other people that the only hope fes life and the life
to come is found in the name of the Lord Jesuserdls no other
name given under heaven by which people can bealsaltes the
name of Jesus that we must tell others about.

Jesus is the one who took the punishment of thel thi
commandment in our place. The third commandmeds &ith a
warning for those who misuse the Lord’s name —Litvel will not
hold himguiltless. The Lord will not look at the one who breaks
his law and say of that person — not guilty. Hened do this and
still be faithful to his own name.

So what does the Lord do? He sends his one agdSoml into this
world in order that he might punish him for our siagainst his
commandments. He looked at his Son and declaradyhilty of

our sins in order that he might look at whoeverdwels in his Son
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and declare therguiltless. Jesus was condemned by God so that

you might be acquitted. So let your use of thediloname show
that you know that his name means salvation fosgheho believe
in him. Yes, let your use of the Lord’'s name shgaur

thankfulness for the salvation he has given yailesus Christ.

October 26, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it
holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you.d8ys you
shall labor and do all your work, but the severdh i$ a Sabbath
to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do anyrky neither
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your mansergant
maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any ofryanimals, nor
the alien within your gates, so that your manseread
maidservant may rest, as you do. Remember thatvgoe slaves
in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you aiuthere
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Tloeeghe LORD
your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbgth d

4™ Word: Observe the Sabbath Day

Reading: Genesis 1:26-2:3

Slavery is a terrible thing. Herbert had given aneopy of
Reader’s Digest last week and told me to read ¢cgan “My life
as a Slave.” 1t is a terrible story of how a yolay with great
love for his father and family, was captured ong idathe market

at a neighbouring town. It was terrible. The éwmlurahaliin’
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swept into the town, savagely murdered all the iosh then took
the boys and girls north to sell them to Muslim figes to serve as
slaves. Awful.

God hates slavery. There are few things that Gates
more than that. Perhaps he hates death morejran@st slavery
ranks way up there among the things that God hates.

So God clearly wants to show to us that he isanglave to
anyone or to anything. He does so right in the Viest passage of
the Bible: Genesis 2. Especially, God is not aeslevwork. He
does not work because he has to, and he is natrdily some
power above him to do anything. When God finishisdwork, he
stopped and he rested. He worked hard for 6 dayshe worked
for a purpose - he worked so that in the end hehtregjoy what
he worked for. He rested so that he might enj&ydreation he
had made. God lives for a purpose and is a skavebody. He
works when he wants, and he does not work whenamtsw

And God wants it to be that way for you too. Hams you
to have purpose in your life, and he wants youddrbe - to be
slave to nothing and no one. God is free, and usecgou are

God’s image, he wants you to be free too. Andeaire that you

stay free, we read in Gen. 2:3rf{d God blessed the seventh day

and made it holy, because on it he rested fromtredl work of

creating that he had dotie God blessed this day and made it holy.
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The Sabbath is holy; it was blessed by God. Os day, we are
supposed to rest, just like God did, because GeskbH it.

Sunday is supposed to be a day for rest and hefrest. |t
is a day when we are supposed to step back fronddhye grind
and say, “I'm God’s child. God is taking care oerand God
always will take care of me. | don’t have to woatyout anything.
Today, | will be reminded that | live not to wordg to provide for
myself, not to pay my rent, not for anything elsdive for God; he
is my creator, and my Saviour. He gives me lifel am Jesus
Christ, he gives me a bright future.”

This is important. The New Testament church atmigst
away began to set the first day of the week instéade 7' day, to
rest and be refreshed in their faith. Do you knely? Because
Jesus rose on thé tlay of the week.

We are not slaves, we are not driven to work. &k
driven to only one thing: to praise and serve Gdde is our

Father, and we are not slaves, but children of God.

And we work only because it pleases him. We at n

fallen leaves, drifting and blowing about, aimlemsd without
purpose. We are saved by Jesus Christ, have mumpasir lives
and have reason to live.

So how will you spend your Sundays? Will youtwmyfind
God in the park, walking in nature? You can dotabletter than

that. Sunday is a day to gather with God’s pegpl¢hat we may
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sing, pray and worship. If we go to church on Syndsod will
refresh our spirits, free our hearts from enslawngries, and
comfort you with his fatherly care. In this wayrslay will be a
day to celebrate: I'm free. I'm slave to no one.

May the church be that kind of blessing to youtrsd you
can be a blessing to God.

November 2, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the
LORD your God has commanded you, so that you nvaylding
and that it may go well with you in the land theRD your God is
giving you.”

5" Word: Honour your Father and Mother

Reading: Mark 10:35-45

If I were to ask you to raise your hand if you Haekn
physically or sexually abused as a child, | suspeatwe’'d have a
sea of hands showing. It is a great and territdgy®e in our time.
From what many of you have told me, when peoplgasitions of
power and authority misuse that position to abuse fpr their
own pleasure, then they bring pain in your heaat thever goes
away, and injury to your soul that never heals.

| assure you, one day it will heal. Your cripplaeatlies and
broken minds will heal. Your tortured soul willdléoo. Jesus is
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the great healer, and you will experience it, ifiyaut your faith in
him. And those who have abused their power anloaity - they
will face the one who has all authority and powand he will
confront them for what they have done. You willdaisfied that
justice has been done, and you will even be ablertpve those
who have hurt you.

Jesus taught the disciples about authority becdausg
seemed to have the wrong idea about it. JamesJahd in
particular seemed to want to have high authoritgbably because
they thought that this would give them more powet bonour. If
that is why you might want to have an important @lposition,
then you've got the wrong idea.

Jesus showed that unbelievers (he calls them itggit
think this way. They lord it over one another, mag they used
their authority in a self-serving way, to pressitlogvn honour and
dignity. But those who have authority over themitithem, so
they cannot just do whatever they want. A schagclher has quite
a bit of authority, but he or she has to answea farincipal. A
police officer has lots of authority, but he has taptain of police
over him. For fear of being caught striking a stotgl or of beating
a prisoner, they usually will not do these things.

But sometimes they do anyway. Sometimes poliigia
take kick-backs for political decisions. Sometinpslice take

bribes or do worse things. In the movie theatheset is a movie
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called “Changeling” that tells the horror story @fmom who is
tormented by the police in the 1920's in Los AngelBm told that
it is based on a true story. And sometimes, addisially abuse
children.

Do they sometimes get away with it? Yes. Wilyame
get away with it completely? No. God sees evemgitand God
will judge. Those who abuse their authority ane usfor their
own personal pleasure or gain should fear God.y The trample
the weak and vulnerable now, but God will rise aipléfend them.

Jesus teaches in our passage that God is theatdtjiodge.
He also teaches what the true nature of authaityGod does not
give people authority so that they can use it Faniselves. He
gives people authority so that we can serve pdugtier.

And nobody has shown how to use authority bettant
Jesus. God the Father gave the man Jesus greatr pmowd
authority. When he was baptised in the Jordan rRike was
ordained to a high office: Messiah. He was alseemyi great
powers to help him do the work of his office.

But what did he use his power and authority forfe
refused to use it for his own benefit. He showkdt tin the
wilderness when the devil tempted him to turn ssaioebread. He
would not. Instead, he used his authority and pdwereach the
good news, to heal the sick, to restore sight & lihnd and to

release those who were captive to evil spiritsthmend, he used
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his position to die on the cross for our sake -abise it was the
only way that we could be saved.

Jesus shows us the right way to use authority peaovaer.
For as Jesus says in verse 43 that the way tongssats the path
of service. To become great, you must be a servaat the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,targive his life
as a ransom for mariy
Do that, my friend. You have some position of auitly and some
power. Use it to serve your neighbour. Use ihétp someone.
Begin the process to restore authority and powenaieour and
dignity. The church can be a great blessing ton@ighbourhoods
when Christians serve. Let each of us be as Ckastants to all.

November 9, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:17 “You shall not murder.”
6™ Word: You shall not Murder

Reading: Galatians 5:1-15

About two years ago, when | first came to Strghtli
Richard Bultje was showing me around at some ofltioging
homes, and as we passed through one hallway, dearsaushed
voice, “Behind that door is a man who once murdexquerson.”

The door was closed. Some time later, | passeaghin, and the
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door was opened, and | saw him. It was the firsetl’'d seen a
murderer. I'll never forget it. I've led a shekerlife.

It makes you wonder. What kind of person woulctloat?
What does it take to rise up and kill someone? ybw think you
could do it? Well, do you know what a spider dedeen it meets
another spider? They will duel to the death, wilese escapes.
That is what it would be like between human beirifgis,were not
for God’s special kindness to man to prevent theyfprce of law.
In hell, God will take away those special kindnessed everyone
will be a fugitive from each other. No matter wyau are, you are
not just capable of killing in cold blood, but wduhctually do it
from time to time if there were no laws forbiddiihg

Do you find that hard to believe? Do you thinkatths
unlikely for you? Let me ask you this: Do you thithat you are
more meek than Moses? Moses, we are told was ¢le&ent man
on the earth. And yet, Moses once killed a maa iit of rage,
with his bare hands! Do you think that you are engodly than
King David? He was praised as the man after Godiy heart.
Yet David once arranged the murder of a man becaesganted
to have his wife.

In our scripture reading, Paul sees the passionusfler as
threatening the very survival of the church. Therch is a place
where the potential for murder is increased, nesdaed. For it is

supposed to be a community of love, but the graaeilove, the
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greater the potential for hatred - for you neveaels much as the
ones whom you once loved. It is the reason whyafrtbe most
common types of murder is the murder of one’s spocisildren or
parents. These are the people whom we have loved tian any.

The church is also a place where murder is notgassible
but a real danger. It can happen when people d#ppnding on
Jesus Christ by faith, and begin to rely on theinenner power to
be good. They don’t pray to God to give them gjtennor do
they give praise to God when they do well. Thegibea slide
down into living purely for the pleasure of thewrm flesh.

So, Paul points out in verse 14 & 15, there ary tmo
options: Either you will love your neighbour as yseif (because
you trust in God and live by the power of Jesus)yau begin to
bite and devour each other until you have beerraesd by each
other (because you did not trust in Jesus ChrtGod’s grace no
longer moves your heart).

The 8" commandment is not for strangers. It is for yod a
me. You shall not murder. We must not diminisk tives of
others; you must instead increase life by serving another in
love. Jesus especially wants to be known as “Tifee”LHe died
on the cross in order that he might give life. New must be a
life-giving community who oppose with all our powtee forces of
death. Those forces are pulsating right outside dbor, and

worse, it pulsates inside each one of us.
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You want to know where? It pulses in our he&tave you
ever been publicly humiliated by someone? What wasr
reaction? You dreamed of a way to get revenge. allVdo that.
There you will find the passion of jealousy, eneyger, hatred,
and desire for revenge. We must never allow tlegsetions to
reign in our hearts. If we do, we will do hurtfillings to others
and to ourselves.

In verse 5 Paul says,But by faith we eagerly await
through the Spirit the righteousness for which wedi Do you
long to be righteous? Do you long for the day wigen only do
what is good in God’s eyes? If you believe in 3ese will begin
to give you perfect righteousness already now. ¥alli love.
You will be free and you will use your freedom twé.

So get rid of anger. | see much anger downtolnere is
so much social injustice that people are suffefiege. There is
violence as people use each other for selfish rsaso

Let the church be a community of life in this cué of
death. Let the church shine the light of lovefarfjiveness. Try
this week to show a new side: gentleness, kindreedscontrol,
patience. Respond to your enemy with love, bechaseprobably
never experienced it before. Surprise with thedaf life and the
grace of Jesus. Then, perhaps, in the name @irdosous Saviour,
not only will you hope for righteousness, but ofheseeing its

beauty in you, will seek it too, in the name of Be&viour Jesus.
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You are not obeying the™commandment by simply
refraining from killing. You are obeying it whenoy are

overcoming the power of death by the force of land life.

November 30, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:18 “You shall not commit adultery.”
7th Word: You shall not Commit Adultery

Reading: Proverbs 6:20-29

In verse 27 & 28, the writer of Proverbs comparesusl
desire to fire. He asksCan a man scoop fire into his lap without
his clothes being burneti? Imagine a homeless fellow under a
bridge - it’s bitter cold, and he cannot get warhhe builds a fire,
and still, he cannot drive out the deep chill. Headecides to scoop
burning pieces of wood and coals up onto his |lapirig that at
last this will warm him.

Would that work? Perhaps, but he makes more gnabl
than he solved. He will not only burn his clothiest himself!

So is fire a bad thing? No. It's a great thinihis room is
nice and warm because there is a fire burning & Streetlight
furnace right now. Hopefully you have one in ydwome, too.

But it can hurt you badly if you use it improperlydow many
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houses have burned down because people have sbeaters
badly, have burned fire in stoves or fireplacesaigig?!

So what about sex? Is it a bad thing? No. Sewt a bad
thing at alll On the contrary, God created us &sial beings to
make life rich. Imagine life if you did not have raother and
father. What would family life be without both bhers and
sisters? What would school have been like if tiveeee no girls
and boys there? What would life be like if peogié not fall in
love and in a loving relationship, feel great dedor each other,
emotional, social, spiritual and sexual desire?

But sex becomes a bad thing, just like fire becmdad
thing, when it burns where it should not burn. aodla very clear
limit on sex when he said in th& 2ommandment,You shall not
commit adultery A person who has sexual desire for a married
person, is being very foolish - it is like somedryng to get warm
by heaping burning coals on his or her lap. Pravé&27-29 tells
us, “Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his cksthbeing
burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without hit feeing
scorched? So is he who sleeps with another maifés mo one
who touches her will go unpunishéd

But the commandments often give us an example.c&lie
apply the commandment much more deeply in our livese
listen to Jesus’ teaching from the Sermon on theulo In
Matthew 5:27-30, Jesus saididu have heard that it was said, 'Do
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not commit adultery.' But | tell you that anyonbBonooks at a
woman lustfully has already committed adultery vhgr in his
heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, goigeit and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one part of ybody than for
your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if yoight hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it awayis Ibetter for you
to lose one part of your body than for your whotelyp to go into
hell.”

Jesus describes sexual sin as a sin we commitiakpec
with our eyes. We see things, and it arouses $éselings in us.
You see a pretty woman, a handsome man, and yoht rfegl
desire in your heart. That is like fire burningyour lap.

So it is clear that God wants us, not just to dwsleeping
with a married person, but also to live pure andsth lives. He
wants us to have pure hearts, to use our eyekedrito our minds
what is undefiled.

That is very important when there is so much effieto
delight the eye, sexually. A trip to the grocetgre confronts you
with cheap magazines with pictures of scantily dtats; a walk
down the aisle of a video store can be a walk afrghbecause of
the types of material you can rent; but to clickoothe internet is
the biggest danger ever.

When you allow yourself to enjoy these sinful tienthey

always hurt you. They can weight your consciencd plague
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your prayers. They can damage your real life iahips with
other people. And they can become a form of siabgr which
you need it again and again, longer, worse, meguintly.

Sexual immorality is cursed by God. It is unfaithess.
John describes the forces of evil in the book ofdRaion in the
form of a prostitute. She is unfaithful, and slsesimen for her
own pleasure, drawing them to herself by her selealty.

But John also calls the church a bride. She wednite
because her chief beauty is her faithfulness, ypant devotion to
her husband. And for this, she is loved by thei&avJesus
Christ. A bride is one who enjoys her husband, asgually.
There the fire burns warmly, but it imparts warnmdhd drives out
the chill. Sex can be pure, good, even spiriti@hen it burns in
the hearth, it will cause a man and woman to poagad for this
unique and wondrous gift.

So let us be the bride of Christ. Let us strivddé faithful
to God, and pure in our minds. Let us pray forgpecial power
of the Holy Spirit in a sexually supercharged styGithat we might
remain the bride of Christ, and as such, bring aenebrighter

witness into our world of salvation by God love.
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December 7, 2008
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:19 “You shall not steal.”
8" Word: You shall not Steal

Reading: Mark 12:41-44

The 8" commandment saysYbu shall not stedl. The
passage we read from was chosen because it has wathd this
commandment. | hope that you see the connectiothdyend of
this sermon.

The Hebrew word for “steal” is a rather unique @orin
the original it has to do with stealing a persowot stealing
property. You shall not steal a person. Now thay seem a little
strange to you, but to the first people to hear the
commandments, it was not strange at all. They kakwbout it.
Stealing a person was a big problem in the anevenid that Israel
knew; it was a very significant thing in their lst. Do you
remember the story of Joseph and his brothers#plitss older
brothers hated him so much that they were readkiltohim.
When Joseph came to visit them far from home ong they
threw in him a pit, intending to kill him there.uBwhen Midianite
traders came by, guess what they did? They sohdike a slave
and he was taken to Egypt by these traders, amdtsa wealthy
Egyptian.
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Some 40 years later, Joseph’s whole family mowed t
Egypt, became a nation, and eventually Pharaoh rakes of
them all. They were sold into slavery.

God hates traffic in human bodies. The enslaveroktiie
African peoples by several European nations inl#@0-1700’s is
a stunning sin against direct and indirect teachimgthe Bible,
and a shocking act of evil against our fellow hurbamgs. God
hates slavery. He is the God of freedom. Whegdvwe his people
suffering in Egypt, he liberated them.

The 8" commandment forbids at root that we should steal a

person because this is the devil's own work. lwisat Satan
wanted - to steal Adam and Eve from God in Paradi$e hated it
that they were devoted to God. With smooth, dédeitords, he
lured them into a trap, and stole them, body and, $Stom God.
Adam and Eve, and all their children (that inclugesi and me)
became children of the devil. We were a stolerpfgeo stolen by
the cunning evil of the devil.

God hates slavery. He is the God of freedom. Whe
saw human beings, created to be his image, fonatéllowship
with him, he laid a plan for liberation. He seig Bon Jesus into
the world to free us, body and soul, from the poafethe devil.
We had been stolen. Those who believe in Jesus lbeen freed

from slavery; the shackles of iron chains are bnoke
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Now God wants us to live for him, not because aeetto,
but because we want to. He wants us to give g8slas a joyful
offering of love and thankfulness to him. He wamésto live with
him in eternal friendship, and he will bring usard place where
those who would steal our bodies and hearts will lovger
threaten that friendship.

Now anything that we might do that is not devotedim
is an act of theft. We rob God. We owe him ouediv If we
instead use our gifts (life, health, money, strengtomputer,
creativity) to do evil things, we have deprived Grddvhat we owe
him.

So when Jesus was sitting by the temple, watclaisg
people put their gifts for God in the box for tieeniple treasury, he
was absolutely delighted when a widow gave two venyall
copper coins, even though it was worth only a faacof a penny.
Many people were giving very large sums of money, that was
not as important to God as what this woman gave.

That is important to me. Every week, Hilco, Bahd
sometimes | too, help count the money collectedSomdays.
Some people put in twenties; it is not unusualketeive fifties, or
cheques worth much more. But God sees each peamy,
sometimes, those pennies are worth more to him dhahe bills
and cheques, because they were all that some peagl® live on.

Yet instead of using it for themselves, they gave God.
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When you give all that you had to live on, theruyare
giving all that you are and all that you have. fTisawhat God
wants from all of us. It is the response of a per&ho is free,
living in the joy of Christ and his salvation. Ggdve all that he
had, his most precious Son for you. If you warglationship with
him, then you need to be like this widow, prepai@dive all that
you have, and all that you are, to God.

| don’t mean that we all need to become poor. alVeeed
to dedicate our whole life to God, every day, evargute. Let us
not devote ourselves to sinful activity. Let uvate ourselves to
worship, praise and thanks to God. Then we witl m® guilty of

stealing.

January 4, 2009
Pastor Chris Bosch

Deuteronomy 5:20 “You shall not give false testimony against
your neighbour.”

9™ Word: You shall not give false testimony

Reading: Zechariah 8:1-3, 14-19; John 14:1-7

Order in the court! The honorable judge Blackwood

presiding. Let the first withess please come fodv&ood. Place
your hand on the Bible - do you swear to tell tfugh, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?
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That's a familiar scene in courtrooms across thed.la
There is a court-case in a courtroom, a judge,cansed, lawyers
or, advocates, and there are witnesses. The scaypde familiar,
at least to some of us.

Those witnesses are very important. They can nuake
break a person. Truthful withnesses will benef tdause of justice;
lying, false witnesses will not. They can ruin @rgon’s
reputation. Worse, they can see to it that andanbperson is
condemned.

In the ninth commandment the Lord God say&u shall
not bear false withess against your neighbbitte doesn’t just
say, “you shall not lie” but, “you shall not gival$e witness!”
That's broader, deeper, more far-reaching thangoaiprohibition
against lying.

With this commandment the Lord God said to His peop
“I am the Lord your God who brought you out of tlead of
Egypt, the house of bondage. You shall not bekse faitness
against your neighbour!” He said, “You shall lotre truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.”

Now long ago, in Bible days, court cases were maided
behind closed doors and in front of a judge or @slg Then, a
court case was decided by a group of elders ostideghe gate of
the town. Those elders served like a jury and yewase was

handled publicly. In those days there were no lasyeWe can
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understand how important the testimony of the veises would
be.

The Lord God insists that everyone love the tragigak the
truth, and walk in the truth. It is no wonder thatinsists on it, for
He Himself is the God of truth of justice and righthe Bible says
that ‘righteousness and justice are the foundation ofuf) élis
throne” (Psalm 89:14). There is not even a suggestibn
falsehood in Him. God is not a man, that He should .lie
(Numbers 23:19)

He wants to see evidence of right and truth. Nst ju the
lives of His own people, whom He placed in a sgdeeiationship,
called a covenant, with Him. He wants the world&now the truth
and to live it. Earlier we sang Psalm 15. In thaalm David
asked God this question, “Lord, who may dwell iuysanctuary,
(that is, in heaven)? Who may live on your holYI?hi The
answer? “He whose walk is blameless and who ddest Vs
righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart lzesino slander
on his tongue, who does his neighbour no wrongcasts no slur
on his fellow man” (vv.1-3) (no slur, no bad-moult) saying
shameful things about your fellow man).

But now, what is this truth that we are to loved dive?
Someone (Ursinus, one of the co-authors of the dfladg
Catechism) has spoken of it this way: Truth isria fourpose by

which we always embrace true thoughts and opiniohe speak
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and defend the same because of our sense of dMeykeep our
contracts and promises and avoid in our speakirgyekind of
deceit - for the glory of God and the safety of neighbour!

The opposite of truth is falsehood and the reasod liates
that so much is because falsehood is the workeoti@vil himself.
The Bible says that when the devil speaks, he f@sthat is his
native language, for he is a liar and the fatheliesf (John 8: 43-
44). What does that devil do but promote the fhi¢ toe lies in our
society? He laughs when he sees and hears pemgdmigg, lying
not only before judge and jury but talking evil beh someone’s
back.

And there is a great deal of falsehood today. Oaen
newspaper, hear a news-broadcast and you heasahlhigh and
low places. Officials are accused of corruptioh,cmoking the
books.” There is falsehood in marriage, in industrThere is
falsehood in what is spoken and what is deniedd #e Lord God
hears it all and sees it all - those works of teeild- and He is
angry.

But thanks be to God - He sent His Son Jesus Chtist
the world. He died, for sinners, who are ashanfeth@r lies as
well as all of their sins. He died and He paid saeameful words
of those who nevertheless believe in Him - whowhtbemselves
on the mercy of His court and who cry, “O Lord fiej Forgive

me my lies, big and small, my truthless, faithlegsrds, my
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crooked deeds which hurt my neighbour; my sly baituated
falsehood which | hid from my neighbour but canhate from
You!” Yes, thanks be to God for sending His Sdor-not only
did he pay for my sins so that these are coveredibyplood. He
is, as we read,The way and the truth and the life

There are those who today are heard to say, “Giét!a
What do they mean but, “Live it up! Do, say, thirwhatever
your heart desires. Don't bear false witness agaipour
neighbour? Why not, everyone else does, so whyjaintthe
crowd - you’ll even enjoy it!” But that is not &f not a real life.
For it is lived outside of Jesus Christ and sudifieais headed for
disaster - for hell and for God’s condemnation. t Buing and
walking in the truth means that you want to live thay Christ
Jesus wants you to live. It means that you loven Mind your
neighbour.

Living in that love means you will not want to hasmaur
neighbour (1 Corinthians 13). You will do him ogrno wrong.
You want to be, or you are, a Christian, and Gians are on a
different path than those who are on the side & tkevil.
Christians love the truth, the whole truth and maghout the truth.
For they know God’s command¥bu shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart and soul and mind, and yaerghbour as
yourself” That means they will surely love the Word of d>dor

that Word is God’s own testimony. It tells us saam about His
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faithfulness - how He keeps His Word even whendis people
often turned their backs to Him.

It also tells us what he expects from us: love wile
truth. Don'’t just say, “I don't lie,” but at theame time gossip
about your neighbor; “I love the Lord, but | surdathat guy!”

If we love all the truth that God has made knowmigadhen
we’ll want to have Jesus and His city of truth,udatem, in our
sights. Then we can’'t be misled by the devil orsbyne serpent
who'd love to keep our eyes off the Lord and Hisrd/oThen we
need to keep in mind that the Lord is working veayd to gather
His people, that one day they will live in peaceal am security.
That day is coming, for God has promised ¥vduld they realize
the good of those promises? Would there be cdiebsaof love
and truth and peace?(Zech. 8: 19).

Then what were God’s people to do but to speakrtitg
to each other and to give sound judgments in tbeints. How
were they to live? Not in plotting evil against itheeighbour and
not loving the false oath. For, said the Lord,Halte all this.” But
who and what does the Lord love and what does He twasee?
Many people, including Streetlight people, who Idke truth and
speak it openly. People who do what they can tardywand
promote their neighbour’'s good name.

This is what the Lord had his servant, the apd3tier says
about it in his first letter, ch. 3: 8-12:Fihally, all of you, live in
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harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love raghers, be
compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil witha insult
with insult, but with blessing, because to this yeere called so
that you may inherit a blessing. For, ‘Whoever lddove life and
see good days must keep his tongue from evil andigs from
deceitful speech. He must turn from evil and dodgdie must
seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the hoedon the
righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayeit the face of
the Lord is against those who do Vil

I know, and more important, the Lord knows thastls
hard. That's why the Holy Spirit was poured oiithat’'s why He
has given us this wonderful instrument called pray¢hat we
might ask Him to work that desire for truth and geeand right in
our hearts; ask Him to make us strong to standnagéhe lies of
the devil; to know right from wrong, truth from $ighonesty from
deceit.

What does it mean but that you and | must “settgplarist
as Lord” in our hearts (1 Peter 3:15). In that was may reach
out to our neighbour. This week, when our Bibledgts begin
again we can say to others, “Come with us, to leaane about
this one great God and Saviour, to study His Weodthat we may
know more about Jesus Christ, the way, the truththe life.”

Then one day we will stand before the Great andi@le Judge of
all of mankind. But then we will not need to beaad. For by
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grace, through faith we will inherit His blessingeven that
glorious blessing, of eternal life for those whdides in Him and

walk the path of truth, now and forever.

January 11, 2009
Pastor Paul Aasman

Deuteronomy 5:21 “You shall not covet your neighbor's wife.
You shall not set your desire on your neighborissecor land, his
manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, otramg that
belongs to your neighbor.”

10th Word: You shall not Covet
Reading: Philippians 4:2-9

Nearly 2000 years ago, there was a man named Awytino
Egypt, in the great city of Alexandria. He triedry hard to live a
righteous life, but try as he might; he found & &nd of each day
that he had done things wrong and sinful. Onelaagiecided that
he would solve the problem of sin. He would moué a the city
into the desert. He told nobody where he was goiHg headed
SW into the trackless desert, found a nice santlychig a hole,
lay down in the hole, and began a routine of gmtiexercises that
he would maintain for the next 50 years. There m@sody there
in the desert for him to kill, no parents to dispbeo possibility of
desecrating the Sabbath day, no women to commiteagwvith,
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and because he took a vow to speak nearly no whedaas in no
danger of using God’s name in vain, or bearingefalgness.

Sinless perfection would be easy, Anthony thouglt
here in the desert. But Anthony discovered thanam the desert,
he could not triumph over sin. On the contraryfdiend that his
struggle against sin was just about as hard, aatl b failed
miserably every day. He discovered that if he el mind and
imagination wander into sinful patterns; he wouldctime so
polluted that he would feel farther from God thaere

And his mind and imagination did wander into sinfu
patterns. Always. They never stopped. The hanéetried, the
more difficult it became, even out here in the desdde could
leave behind the evil city, but he could never é&bhehind his euvil
heart. His heart was evil, and he needed to hieedetl by God’s
grace from the sin that was rooted deeply there.

Many people make the same mistake as Anthony. nWhe
tell a person that Jesus will save them from tlog@ment their
sins deserve, then they say: “But | don't sin.” eyhreally believe
that. A number of people have said simply thay tthenk that |
don’t sin. But I do sin. A lot. Like Anthony theermit. And so
do you.

The 10th commandment makes that clear. This
commandment does not forbid an action, or a deedrden,

bowing to an idol, cussing, murder etc.), but aetygd thinking.
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We are not allowed to covet or desire what we dbaite. We are
not allowed to dream about things that don’t belamgs. A man
should not to dream about having sex with a worhahis not his
wife; and a woman should not dream about a man iwmot her
husband. Of course you're not supposed to staal yeighbour’s
ipod, but dreaming about stealing it is just asipa@od’s book.

Maybe at the end of the day you can say that ydo'td
break any of the commandments in what you did. iBuyour
thoughts, in your imagination and in your heart ydid. We
always do. Anthony the Hermit found that out tes Hiitter
disappointment; there is no escape from our sihkdrts. No
matter who you are, you need Christ, and therenarespecially
righteous people. We are all woefully lost in sfimot because of
outward deeds, then because of pride in our haddiction to
lustful thoughts and desires, pleasure in sinfeladrs. They are
all deep expressions of hatred for God.

But | praise God for this commandment because seri
God does not just want us to obey him in our deleelsyants us to
obey him in our heart. Outward obedience to the saould be
only a reflection of inward obedience - rooted Ine tpassion of
love. Pure deeds are only possible for people tdne a pure
heart. To the pure in heart, all things are pure.

But you see God did not just forbid us to thinkilev

thoughts, or desire what we are not allowed tolde.instructed us
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about thinking good thoughts. In our passage, Rdisl us what
we should think about. Of course we should natktlaibout things
that are disgusting, polluted, condemned or wroiye should
think about things that are right, pure, lovelymacble, excellent,
praiseworthy. Think about such thingsPaul writes.

Get your heart pure. You can do that in the jasy as well
as in the desert. You can do that here in chuant, you can do
that in your bedroom too. Are you thinking pureght,
praiseworthy thoughts right now? Keep it up, evemen you
leave here, and get home.

For God wants to change you with the gospel yoar he
tonight. He wants to change your heart. He waotbe the
fullness that fills you, the passion that driveaiythe power that
moves you. Jesus Christ has purchased you withlb@l - your
body and your heart. He wants your heart and yauod. If you
believe in Jesus, then he will have it. And yoll experience life
in its fullness.

Oh, what a day that will be when | no longer thsikful
thoughts, when | no longer am driven by sinful pass or drawn
down by powerful addictions. Oh what a day whenhagrt and
mind are freed from the power of sin.

But you can patrticipate in that day now. Thinloatbthese

things. If you believe in Jesus Christ, he wil@giyou the power
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to do it. And if you do, then you will have notsjuthe peace of

God in your heart; you will have in you the Godpefice himself.
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