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March 4, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 2:9b “In the middle of the garden were the Tree of Life
and the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.”

The Tree of Knowledge

Reading: Genesis 2:8-17
Text: Genesis 2:9b
Brothers, sisters and friends of Streetlight Church

Genesis 2: 9 says that God made all kinds of teegsow
out of the ground — trees that were pleasing teetfeeand good for
food. When the Lord God planted the garden, heenadickinds of
trees. We hear often these days about people arecadot for the
environment. For example, people that love thatgoll grove
forests of the west coast - | can sympathize vhighfeelings of
these people because forests are extremely bdadufifiere is
nothing so magnificent as a towering tree or aneamidviaple.
These creations of God, as with all he createdyengbeautiful in
their own way. This also means tlyaty being created by the
hand of God, are beautiful. We know that humandpeare the
image of God. With this fantastic dignity, we areen wonderful
abilities so that we can solve problems that weared with in
our lives giving glory to God and not ourselves.

In verse 9, we read that the trees that God creeted

very beautiful. Not only were the trees beautifuglso says that
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the fruit of those trees was also very lovely. fdmily and | went
this past Friday to visit the art gallery in Hamiit(which is free
on the first Friday of the month, by the way). Tiées a small
section dedicated to still life art, which includesntings of a
bowl of fruit on a piece of canvas. That is a gobdice of things
to paint since there are few things as beautifibo& at and with
so much opportunity as a bowl of fruit. So God médo that the
trees were beautiful, but also the fruit was vesgutiful.

Now, in the middle of the garden there was alss tilge
called the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evilemember as
a child, 1 used to wonder why God planted that thege. Maybe
it was a bit of a mistake because if God had naedbat then
there would never have been evil in the world. Hafitt that tree,
Adam and Eve (and with them the whole world) waubd have
sinned against God, and there wouldn’t be all tbeltle that we
are experiencing in this world - the trouble ofedises that we may
suffer from, handicaps that may limit us, etconty God had
planted the Tree of Life and not the Tree of th@Wledge of
Good and Evil, things would have been much betBart that is a
child’s perspective. As we mature and think al&otl’s creation,
we come to realize that the Tree of Knowledge obd&and Evil is
actually at the heart of having a relationship v@ibd.

And so this morning, we are going to focus on the

significance of the Tree of the Knowledge of Goad &uvil in our
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relationship towards God. What does this meand Wants a
particular relationship with us. God created ukigiimage so that
we can serve to his glory in all that we do and/¢wship him.
Now, | can cultivate a relationship with my computécan get
my computer to glorifyne | could program it so that every time |
turn it on, it will print a sheet that says “Paugnan is the
smartest man in the whole world. He is the strehgerson in the
whole world and is better than anyone else.” Bggithis mean
my computer loves me? No, it doesn’t because ¢ mavdeep
relationship with it. So whatever it says in peaits me is
meaningless. In the same way, God didn’t wantéate us to be
simply programmed to serve him. He wants us teshiprhim and
sing his praise because our hearts are filled ith God wants
us to love him because we want to and choose ve $&m. For
instance, let us use the illustration of a mardedple. The wife
says to her husband, “My dear husband, why do gee ine?” He
says to her, “I love you because you were the wmgan in the
world left, so | married you.” Do you think she wd be happy
with that answer? No! The way a relationshipase should
develop is that when she asks that question, redyémad should
reply, “I love you because you are the most delighewel in the
whole world and there in not another woman like gouong ten
thousand. | know God created you just for me anelight in

your love.” This is the kind of relationship Godmts with us.
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God says to us, “Why do you love me?” Do we loww®ecause
we have no choice? No. We love him because wé twaand
choose to.

Therefore, God planted a tree called the Treeef th
Knowledge of Good and Evil. Through this tree, maruld be
able to demonstrate his choice for God. God wamad against
eating from the tree, but it was still man’s choi¢éu can either
obey or disobey God. If you choose to obey, thaiae is
motivated by love. If you choose to disobey, stadws that you
love only yourself (which is hatred for God). Tinee was also
especially delightful. Of all the trees in the dgm, this tree was
the most attractive to Adam and Eve. We see iat&enesis 3:6
that Eve saw that the fruit of the tree was gooddod and
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gainiisgom. God
created this tree to draw Adam and Eve to its,fant the only
thing that would be able to stop them from eattngauld be love
for God and an obedient heart. God created ihabwe would
have a way to demonstrate our love for him and gieeper in our
relationship with him.

However, Eve ate the fruit of the tree, and theamdilso
ate of the tree. Ouir first parents fell into small their
descendants after them. As a result, we were timw of
paradise, out of the presence of God. We failede¢kt. But, God
wanted a relationship with us and would not allbig bne failure
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to stop that relationship from developing. We witieeones that
he loved and desired. God was even willing to deaanly Son
into this world, so that he would suffer the punigmt that we
deserved. Jesus Christ was tested just as wetestesl in the
garden to see if he would choose the right thimgnghough we
always chose the wrong thing. Jesus loved hisefaimd so he
demonstrated his love for God by not doing the #wilgs that he
was tempted to do. Hebrews 5:7-10 sdysring the days of
Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers andipes with loud
cries and tears to the one who could save him fieath, and he
was heard because of his reverent submission.oédth he was a
son, he learned obedience from what he sufferedamst made
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvdtioall who obey
him and was designated by God to be high priesterorder of
MelchizedeR. Jesus, by being faced with temptation and
overcoming itJearned obediencthrough what he suffered.
Brothers and sisters, may we learn obedience awl igrthat
relationship of love with God.

We also read in Hebrews 5:9 that Jesus becametinees
of Life for all those who hope in him. We read abtwo trees in
Genesis 2:9 — the other tree is the Tree of Lifkeis tree also had
very beautiful fruit, but that fruit was only to lbaten by someone
who had already proved that he loved God. Aftenéses 3, never

again do we read anywhere in the Bible about tlee ©f the
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Knowledge of Good and Evil. But the Tree of Lifemnentioned
again in the last book of the Bible, RevelatiorhisTbook brings
us back to the garden of paradise, and the oppbyrisronce again
presented to eat the fruit of the Tree of Life.eOthe eons of
time, this tree becomes even more beautiful, grgwu different
fruits and grows on both sides of the river thdtag/ing from the
throne of God.

Even though we had failed in paradise, we areadtii to
eat the fruit of the Tree of Life. How is this gdde? Because
Jesus Christ passed the test and learned obediieater that he
could give us the right to eat from this tree. dugh Christ, we
still have an opportunity to show that we love Gieddemonstrate
our love. In this coming week, even today, we Wwéldrawn to
evil. Perhaps the Devil will attack us in a veowerful way. It
will seem so pleasant and harmless to commit thieseand do
those evil things. In these situations, we willgieen the
opportunity to show that we love God. We can S4g!" | will not
do that and displease my Father, who has done sh foume.”

How deep does your love for God run in your heaifRat
will you do when you are faced with temptation?t ue love God.
Let us obey God. In true obedience, let us ldagrbeauty of
living in a relationship with him. You can overcertemptation,
by the grace of God, which is given to you by theySpirit. Let

us pray often that God will give us richly of hipifst that we may
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obey him, and learn obedience through what we saffd deepen
our relationship with God.

Amen.

March 18, 2007
Rev. G. van Popta

Genesis 3:6-9 “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and alsoatds for

gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. Shegdse some to

her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Themryes of

both of them were opened, and they realized theg waked; so
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverorghémselves.
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the@od as he
was walking in the garden in the cool of the dang they hid from
the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But®RD God
called to the man, ‘Where are you?”

Where are you?

Reading: Hebrews 10:1-10
Text: Genesis 3:6-9
Brothers, sisters and friends of Streetlight Church

Where are you?

You might think, "Well, that's sort of a silly gsteon. I'm
right here, sitting in church.” But that's not whanean. When |
ask, "Where are you?", then | mean, "Where areiyqour life
with the Lord?" Do you believe in him? Are youldwing the

Lord? That's the question that comes to us thisimg:
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Where are you?

This morning we are going to hear about how thel l®od
asked this question of Adam; and then of his Sum]brd Jesus
Christ; and then, finally, of each of you. We réeme in Genesis
3 about how Adam and Eve, our first parents, hadlsfyed the
LORD God. He had given them all the trees of thelgn for
food. They could eat from all of the trees, excapt: a tree in the
middle of the Garden called "the Tree of the Knalgke of Good
and Evil." God said that if they disobeyed him atel from the
tree, they would die.

Maybe you know the story. Satan came into thdeyam
the form of a serpent. He convinced the womamytthie
forbidden fruit. He said,Y'ou will be like God, knowing good and
evil." Well, that was too good to miss out on—to lxe l5od!

She took some of the fruit of the tree and at&hie gave some to
her husband, Adam. And he ate. Then their eyes agened.
They now knew the difference between good and alitjght.
They knew that they had done evil and were fillethviear. They
tried to hide behind some fig leaves. They tretitle from God
and from each other.

But that wasn't enough. For when they heard tBBD
God walking in the garden in the cool of the dagytran in fear.
They went and hid among the trees of the garddrey Were
afraid because they had disobeyed the commandrh@ucb
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They were like little children who hide when theyokv they have
done something wrong. When they hear mom or d&y, hide
because of a guilty conscience, and because of Tdat's how
the man and the woman acted. They hid from God.

If we had written this story, perhaps at this pewe would
have had God destroy Adam and Eve and start atl d@eeate
another man and women who would obey him. Whodbldme
God if he had done that? No one. But that's n@itwsod did.
Instead, he came down into his creation. The kalgl, came
down into the unholy mess. The perfect Creatagredthis ruined
creation.

So often God acts in surprising ways - in ways e
would not even dream of. Here too, God acts ioraptetely
unexpected way. He comes looking for man. Goavkwbat had
happened. He saw the woman eat some of the fabifidit and
saw the man eat some of it. He saw their despattgmpts to
hide. And he came to them. And when he cameggénden,
they ran and hid. Perhaps we would expect the L@RD to say,
"If that's how you want to be, fine!", and theri@éave. But again,
he did something very unexpected. He called fenth He called
to the man;Where are you?"It's not that he didn't know where
they were. As we sang in Ps. 139:

Where shall | go from your Spirit?

Or where shall | flee from your presence?
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If I say, "Let only darkness cover me, and thetlegftout
me be night," even the darkness is not dark to §munight is
bright as the day; for darkness is as light wituyo =~ Adam and
Eve could not hide from God. God knew they wedirtg behind
the trees. And yet he called out to the man: "Wlsee you?"

God saw the sin and the misery into which man haxdged
himself. He saw that man was now in the gripspaitsial death -
that he had made himself completely miserable.t fifaa had
chosen the side of Satan, God's enemy. Yet ewmn God did not
give man up to the devil. When God called the ntla first thing
God wanted was for man to acknowledge his sin aisdm

That's the first thing the Word of God does - showshat we are
sinners. It takes some people a long time to Ggcw the fact that
they were sinners. They make excuses for thed sind that's no
wonder. Look at Adam. Even when God called hiomfhiding
among the trees, he didn't fall down before Gogepentance,
confessing his sin, and asking for forgiveness.stdeged making
all sorts of bad excusesl hid because | was nakedAnd then:
"It's all the fault of that woman you gave me."

Many of Adam's children imitate their first Fathérhey
make excuses for sin. They blame it all on othénssband, wife,
parents, church community. They don't want to ke
responsibility for their own foolish behaviour. aBhe it on some

one else - that's easy! But the children of Adamo wpen their
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ears and their hearts will not act in such a ridiaa way. They
will repent. They will say, "Lord, | have sinnddygive me my
sins." As | said, the first thing God wanted toid@alling the man
was to bring him to a confession of his sin andnhissery.
However, this call of the LORD is also the caligphce. Contrary
to everything man deserved, to anything that mardcexpect -
God, in his grace, called him. God refused todeaan lost for
eternity in his sin and in his alienation from Gdde came to man
who, stupidly, were hiding from Him. We see hére grace, love,
and tender mercy of God. For itis only as God esto us and
calls us to himself that things can ever begingavell again in our
lives. As God calls to us, he tells about the whgalvation.
About salvation through his Son, our Lord Jesussthr

And what a Saviour we have! We have a Saviour who
saves us from the power of the devil and throughm/iwe have
the complete forgiveness of all our sins. He cantiengly to
rescue Adam and Eve, and all their children - giigted - from
their sins. We read from Hebrews 10 and therays swice that
Jesus Christ came willingly. When God the Fatlafied upon
him to make sacrifice on the cross for our sinentbesus said:
"Here | am, | have come to do your will, O GodHé did not run
and hide. He did not make excuses. He came ahitheliFather's

will.
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Jesus was very conscious of how his heavenly Fatdte
sent him to do his will, already from his youth.h&v he was
twelve years old he said to Joseph and Mdpyd you not know
that | must be in my Father's house?ter in John 6:38 he said to
his disciples;l have come down from heaven, not to do my own
will, but the will of him who sent meAgain in John 8:29,He
who sent me is with me; he has not left me alamé,dlways do
what is pleasing to him.Tn John 17:4 the Lord Jesus said in
prayer to the Fathe't] have accomplished the work which you
gave me to do."

The Father gave the Son a task. And the Sort,did i
willingly. He didn't hide like the first Adam didHe said,'| have
come to do your will."He did the will of God by becoming one of
us. And as one of us, as a true man, the LorcsJ#idithe will of
God by being obedient to his Father in all thingle offered up
the obedience the first Adam did not and was olm¢dieen to
death on the cross. While he was on the crossotie not enjoy
the very relationship he had come to restore. dteecto restore
harmony between God and man. While he hung oortiss, he
himself could not enjoy that harmony. The relasioip between
God and the Lord Jesus was thrown into disharmdinlyad to be
in order for the relationship between God and usetoestored.
The Lord Jesus had to suffer total alienation asgon from God

- for us to be received again into favour. And ikavhy God did
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not answer when the Lord Jesus cried from the aossf the
deep darkness that had descended upon him, "My @w&te are
you?" "Why have you forsaken me? My God, wheesyau?"

God did not answer. Why did God the Father netam
his Son? This was all part of the task the Fatlaersent his Son
to do so that the Son might redeem for his Fatlpsogple. There
were really only two possibilities. Either abandeiam and Eve,
and all succeeding generations - the whole human-réorever, or
abandon his Son. Either remain in heaven, takeladt what
Adam and Eve did there in the Garden, close thesdofcheaven
and let the darkness descend upon mankind, or tlesgoors on
his only beloved Son, and leim suffer in darkness. Well, in his
grace and love for us, God chose to abandon hisJesns Christ.
There at Golgotha, Jesus Christ was left for aliewrs by his
Father. The Lord Jesus suffered that for us tleatnay have life.
There at the place of death, we receive life. Egéng life in
Paradise, the heavenly and eternal Eden. Christeftaalone to
call out:God, where are yquso that we would never need to call
that. So that the broken relationship between &watlus would be
restored.

The last thing | want to tell you about is howday, God
calls each of us to himself. Because of what thel LJesus Christ
did on the cross, God has come looking for you.isHeoking for

you by way of the preaching of the good news ofa#n. In the
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preaching of the gospel that you hear on Sundagd,dBmes to
you and he callsWhere are you?'Those words of God come to
each of you personally, individually. You cannateh Don't try
to hide from God. He wants you to come to himaithf and love.

The LORD asks, "Where are you? Are you goingstem
to my voice? Are you going to respond in lovette Iove | have
shown you? Are you going to follow my Son Jesussth'
That's the question: "Where are you?" It will bere again this
evening. Tomorrow the question will still be theM/here are
you?

Are you walking in the ways of the Lord? Do yowé
Jesus? Are you following him? What are you doifere are
you headed in life? Where are you going? Arewidh the
LORD or with the world?

Answer God with the words of our Lord Jesus Christ
guoted in Hebrews 10Here | am, | have come to do your will, O
God" Do not be afraid to go to the LORD. Do not be idfta
give your life to the God who calls you to coméntm. Do not be
afraid, no matter how great your sin. God dodsmt anyone
away. If he calls you, would he then turn you awdyeave your
fear behind and respond to his question in love.th® apostle
John said at the end of 1 Johri'Bhere is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to ddwgiinishment."

The Lord Jesus has borne the punishment we deseAmatiso the
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reason for fear is gone. There is only reasotofce. For
answering the LORD God's question, "Where are youith a
firm and confident answer which says, “Here, LORBlease,
forgive my sins for Jesus' sake. Accept me, feudesake. Fill
my life with your Holy Spirit, for Jesus' sake.”

Amen.

March 25, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 3:7a “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and
they realized they were naked;”

Adam and Eve’s eyes are opened — to their shame

Reading: Genesis 3:7-13
Text: Genesis 3:7a
Brothers, sisters and friends of Streetlight Church

Today we come to the third lesson on the fall Bitbas
described in Genesis 3. We have and will in the feav weeks
spend a lot of time on this topic. | hope thisgloet discourage
you. lItis only by looking sin directly that wenl the beauty of
grace in Jesus Christ. In the same way, many balefelt the
wonder of Christ’s victory over sin and death whiesy stand at
the grave-side of a loved one. When we look asvgirealize just

how great is God'’s love for us.
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But sin is deceitful. In chapter 17:9 of his bptile
prophet Jeremiah says thdihe heart is deceitful above all things
and beyond cure. Who can understantl i the time of writing
this, he was quite depressed about what sin wag)doithe world
in which he lived — that's why he says it is beyaunde. But we
know that that isn’t really true, don’t we? Thafsi human heart
canbe cured by the grace of God. But sin remaingitfet It
promises so much, but never delivers. It disagpais, and
violates and hurts our relationships with God andreighbours.
It also pollutes our own hearts, making us feeltgaind dirty.

Eating from the fruit of the Tree of the KnowledgfeGood
and Evil offered three things to Adam and Eve. ustook at
Genesis 3:6 -When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was
good for food’ so the first thing it was offered was nourishmen
“and pleasing to the eyeso the second thing it offered was
pleasure, being a very delicious fruiant also desirable for
gaining wisdont so the third thing it offered was wisdom, a
wisdom so powerful that if you had it you would bee like God.
The last part of verse 6 sayshe took some and ate it. She also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, aredeh” By
doing this, they sinned against God. Genesis §&ya Then the
eyes of both of them were opened, and they redlmsgdwere
naked;” Did they become like God? No, instead their ayese

opened and they saw how shame-filled they had becdrhey
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realized that they were not wearing clothes, amttiealy this was
intolerable. So they had to cover themselves figtheaves.

How did this sin deliver on its original promise¥2rse 7
makes no mention about whether or not they foungisioment in
the food or found pleasure in eating or looking.att only says
that their eyes were opened. The nourishment Eagpre were
only ways to tempt them into the sin, but they gaothing to
Adam and Eve in that respect. In regards to tlsglem that was
offered, in a sense they did become like God feir thyes were
opened. Genesis 3:22a sapsitl the LORD God said, ‘The man
has now become like one of us, knowing good ahd’ efiihe us
refers to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as theye speaking
within the trinity when God said this). God ackredges that
man sought to become like God by eating the famt in a sense
this did happen. Man now had the knowledge of gaoutlevil.

But there were two ways to come to the knowledggood
and evil. Man could have been tempted and thercowee that
temptation. That experience would teach them ifherence
between good and evil. That is the way Jesus Géxserienced
life. In his human nature, he had to come to axtedge of good
and evil, and to become like God. He came tokhawledge by
seeing good versus evil in those temptations.

The other way was for man to become wise was to be

tempted and then choosing to do evil. In this way come to
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understand evil versus good, therefore gaining kedge. Even
though you come to the same knowledge, you leamait
completely different way: You learn it by becomiagictim of
evil, not a victor over evil. The knowledge confiesn beneath
instead of above. This is what happened to AdasnEae. They
became like God, but the in the most contemptildg.wrheir
eyes were opened and, instead of seeing how wandenfas to
stand beside God, they saw how shameful it wappoge him.
Verse 8 say$Then the man and his wife heard the sound of
the LORD God as he was walking in the garden irctied of the
day, and they hid from the LORD God among the toééise
garden.” Adam and Eve had to hide from themselves, edutr ot
and the Lord God because of their shameful sirts&/8-11 say
"But the LORD God called to the man, 'Where are?/dde
answered, 'l heard you in the garden, and | waaidfbecause |
was naked; so | hid." And he said, 'Who told y@t {ou were
naked? Have you eaten from the tree that | comnthgde not to
eat from?"™ And then verse 12 describes the next level of
depravity as a result of sinning against G8@he man said, 'The
woman you put here with me - she gave me somédryaitthe
tree, and | ate it." Adam was shifting the blame away from
himself - blaming God for putting the woman withmhand
blaming Eve for giving him the fruit. He refusedéccept

responsibility for his actions. Then Eve doesdame thing in
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verse 13 "Then the LORD God said to the woman, 'Whahits t
you have done?' The woman said, 'The serpentwigtaie, and |
ate." She shifted the blame to the serpent.

Since Adam and Eve came to a knowledge of goocksihd
by falling victims to evil, they become deceptigelfish, and mean
spirited. They were promised much, but were dieappd; they
violated all their relationships and they were fetling so dirty.
This is the effect of sin.

Thanks be to God that there is one person thatedahis
earth who came to a knowledge of good and evil\astar instead
of a victim - our Saviour Jesus Christ. Chrigboaverful man,
faced so much temptation and hardship and yet ves$ m
compelled by his love for his Father. Jesus wasqa under
terrible temptation by his own dear apostles (ngRetter). Christ
was betrayed by his own disciple. He was arrestebabandoned
by the rest of the disciples. People who shouleghaved him
turned against him and cried out for his bloodeyrktripped him
naked, nailed him to a cross. He was under poWwetaptation to
blame those around him for they way he was berajed, to turn
away from them and condemn them to hell. But &rgv
temptation he said "No. | will do the will of myather. | will love
him and these people.” And so he endured thegradrcovered

my shame. He was given all authority on heaveneanth. He
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enjoyed the resurrection over death. He was nfaglpitige of the
whole earth.

Brothers and sisters, sin is a deceitful thirtgalways
disappoints, it always violates, it always makes gioty. Facing
sin and overcoming it is something each one ofamsdo by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Holiness is the victayer sin, no
matter how big or small. Let us pray for the HS8lyirit to give us
the power of Christ's victory, that we may livethe glory of God
and overcome the Evil One.

Amen.
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