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March 4, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke21:3 “I tell you the truth,” he said, ‘this poor wisohas put
in more than all the others.”

Rich Gifts in God’s Eyes

Reading: Luke 21:1-4

Text: Luke 21:3

Dear friends of Streetlight Mission Church, brothand sisters,
and guests,

There is a saying (I don’t know where | pickedp) that
you can give without loving, but you cannot loveheiut giving.

If you love, you cannot help but to give. Jesus dat this

widow, when she gave her two copper coins, wasigiout of her
love. When a person gives you cannot alwaysftéley love, but
Jesus knew that she was giving out of her loveybady who
loves God and his salvation in Jesus Christ wilt&eful to pay
attention to what she did. So it's a pleasure ltinady speak about
that with you this evening, because | know thatdta@e many
who love God for his love in Jesus Christ, anddiwthat it would
be true for all.

How do we understand this giving of two small cappe
coins into the temple treasury? In order to untdesthis event,
and to understand the words that Jesus spoke apaetneed to
understand a little about the context of Old Testatngiving. In
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the Old Testament, Israel (God’s people) gave @iceamount
every year: atenth. Inthe Old Testament thatthalaw. God
said that yolhave to give ten percent of all that you receive, of all
the growth that you experience. You have to gitengh to God.
That was the law.

Now, it wasn't just a hard law that was enforcétdwas a
law by which Israel was supposed to show their flogir love and
their faith. The tithe was supposed to be a jogifil God
arranged the giving of the tithe in a very spegial. When Israel
brought the tithe to God, they were supposed tagatito the
temple, and show the tithe to the priest becauseiiest was
supposed to examine the gift which the Israelits rénging, to
see if it was a reasonable, mathematical tenththiegtwere
giving. After the priest had examined it, the ptigave back the
tithe to the person that was giving it, and theyensipposed to
take it and have a large party, a great feast. Tingit have
brought some flour, meat or wine. And then they Mdwave a
really good time, a fellowship feast and a felloigsbifering in the
presence of God. So God said that when you give gift to him,
you are to do it withoy. It is not to be given in a grudging way.
When you give him your tithe, he wants it to beyyl event, a
time of celebration. And make sure you buy someeWwiThere is
no other time that God said to buy some wine, themit comes

to the celebration of giving the tithe, he wants yo buy some
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wine, because it is supposed to be a happy timé¢hid way God

emphasized that, yes, there is a law: yawe to bring ten percent.

But when you bring your ten percent, give it joyyubs an
expression of your love for him. Give it as anmgsion of your
dependence on him. God also teaches Israel iBlth&estament,
and it remains forever true, that they are onlygerary residents,
passing through as guests in this world, becawsedtth belongs
to him. The earth is God’s, and you have to ackedge and
recognize that by giving to him what he claimsh@ own. Give
him ten percent.

To give a gift to God from the money that we eard the
growth that we experience, is really important.oim Tuesday
night Bible study, the downstairs group, and in eahthe other
groups, we have finished Acts 20. At the very ehdcts 20 the
apostle Paul quotes Jesus, and he says, “Remehebeotds of
the Lord Jesus: It is more blessed to give thaedeive.” It's
really true! It is more blessed to give than toeiee.

This is something that, at a time in the Old TeslamGod
complained about to his people. In the book ofddhl, God says
to his people that they are supposed to bring hiemén, and
they’re not doing it. God complains that when theybring gifts
to him, then they’re bringing him sick animals wiitoken legs or
near to dying. God said that he was not pleasédwhat they
were doing. God taught his people that to give ldessed thing.
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For he said to his people in the very last Old d@&nt book, the
prophecy of Malachi, chapter 3:8, “Will a man robd? Yet you
rob me. But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ Inéshand
offerings. You are under a curse — the whole natfoyou —
because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tiiteethe
storehouse, that there may be food in my houset e in this,
says the Lord Almighty, and see if | will not thrapen the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much bleskatgyou will
not have enough room for it. | will prevent pefstsn devouring
your crops, and the vines in your field will nostéheir fruit, says
the Lord Almighty. Then all the nations will calby blessed, for
yours will be a delightful land, says the Lord Aghty.” God
challenges us to believe that to give to him isemgblessing to us.
It is more blessed to give than to receive.

Now, Jesus is standing near the temple, nearehsury
box where the people come into the temple sancinahe outer
courts (only the priests could go into the templéding itself),
just inside the gates where there was the colledtox for the
temple treasury. And Jesus sees this poor widbeslfas no
husband because he has died, and she may or magv®ot
children to raise — we don’t know in this case).d¢es this widow
put in two small copper coins, a very insignificantount of

money. Jesus said, “I tell you the truth: thispaidow has put
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in more than all the others.” Jesus Christ seeghiat she did
something just so beautiful in his eyes.

Jesus Christ is about to give everything for usLuke 21
we are near the very end of the life of the LorsldeChrist. This
is the last week before his death. So this mighTiesday, and on
Friday he will die. Jesus Christ is about to giwerything out of
his love for us. And he sees his giving refledgtethis woman’s
giving because this woman only has this small arhotimoney,
these two tiny copper coins, to live on. But iast®f using it to
buy bread, she comes to God’s temple and shederipelled to
give it to the Lord. Itis a reflection of whatslis Christ himself is
about to do for us.

That needs to be reflected in our giving, too. e of
ourselves to God. Jesus was delighted in whatlishdecause
what she did showed her faith in God. She loved &u nothing
is too much to give to God. Even if | give eveigt]) it doesn’t
come close to expressing the love | have for Goddoes it fully
express my complete trust in God. | can give ahang that |
have to live on to God, and God will still take €af me. Itis
more blessed to give to God than to receive. Jéslighted in
what she did because it showed faith.

There was another man in the early Christian church
named Epiphaneus, who said that if in the Old Testd they

gave ten percent in order to show their love fod@od their
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thankfulness for his grace, then we, the New Testdarpeople, if
we were to give one hundred percent to the Loidiwaiuldn’t
come near to showing all of our thanks to God. Gunedred
percent of my income wouldn't fully express my Idee God and
my trust in him, because | rely completely on him.

God wants us to give to him in a way that shows joy
When we give to the Lord, we should do it happWe should do
it without grudging. When we give to the Lordsktould express
in some manner the faith that we have in him. Fhahat the
Lord praises this woman for: she gave everythi@gt of her
poverty she put in all that she had to live one 8kpressed her
faith. When we give, we should express joy in @ad faith in
Jesus Christ.

How much should we give? That is totally up to yae
don’t need to give ten or twenty or thirty perce@od does not
lay a law down. The era of laws is past. That peas of the Old
Testament era.

How much should we give? That is totally up to yd@ut
give to the Lord in a way that expresses faithim.hGive to him

in a way that shows your joy in Jesus Christ.
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March 11, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 21:28 “When these things begin to take place, standnap
lift up your heads, because your redemption is orgwear.”

Your Redemption Is Drawing Near!

Reading: Luke 21:5-28
Text: Luke 21:28
Brothers and sisters, friends of the Streetlightt€h Community,
The day of the Lord is coming near, and we nedtkto
ready for the appearance of Jesus Christ as hasatpon the
clouds. To remain alert and awake is a diffichibg for us. Jesus
very often warns us that we need to stay alermeez to keep on
thinking about the fact that Jesus Christ is coming
The Lord Jesus Christ started this chapter talkingut
that. He says that things are going to happent'llyead in the
newspapers about world events and things thatagedmning in
creation, but there are also things that you wewén have to read
about because they will happen in the sky, in @maatn the
world. Things are going to be happening and yaureapond to
those things in one of two ways: you can eitheob®e afraid and
say, “What's happening? | won’t survive thig¥ you can put
your trust in God and find comfort. Jesus Chriahtg on the one

hand, to warn us, and on the other to comforths.warns us that
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we need to be alert because he is coming backebalso
comforts us, saying that we should not be aframbiathe things
that are going to happen.

Now in the verse of our focus, verse 28, Jesus thays
when these things begin to take place, stand upifanig your
heads. Take a position of confidence. Standiftijugd your head,
don’t be afraid, don’t be cowering, don'’t try talki and don't
crawl into a hole. Stand up! Be bold! Lift upwdace because
Jesus Christ is coming, and you can look for h#$n, when should
we do that? When should we stand up and havattitisde of
boldness and be looking for Jesus Christ, askMfhéere is he?”
Right now!

But when | think about this passage, it says, “Wihese
things begin to take place,” and | wonder, “What trese things
that should be taking place?” There are some Wwimk that
“these things” refers only to the verses 25 andl24, there will be
signs in the sun, moon, and stars — whatever tigittrhe. Maybe
eclipses, or maybe changes in the patterns okihe smaybe the
North Star no longer a constant point. Who knowatkmnds of
things that might be? People who look at the stemsd know
better perhaps. On earth, nations will be in astyand perplexity
at the roaring and tossing of the sea. So peottiléevterrified
because the sea is rising and falling. That bringges to mind

which are not hard to imagine. We think of thenesmi, for
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instance, and the terrible devastation that haphesreother
things, such as the talk these days about globahing and the
rising of the sea, and the swallowing up of hugeipis of the
ocean coastline. People are upset about thatn Mk faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the wdddthe
heavenly bodies will be shaken.” That would bearazing thing:
that the stars no longer have the same patternpareuhto the
night before or compared to the year before; on@es comets
appear in the sky and people become very agitétedt ahat. Last
week there was what they call a lunar eclipse,@auple get all
worked up about that as well. Yes indeed, nataribe earth
easily become anguished and perplexed at natungjstithat
happen in the universe that we live in.

Jesus says, “When these things begin to take stad
up.” I think, though, that when Jesus says, “Witase things
begin to take place,” he is not only talking abiase things that
we read about in verses 25 and 26. The naturastiss and the
shaking of the stars and the tumults of the sesaron, these are
the last things to happen before Jesus ChrisGdmeof Man
(another name for Jesus) comes on the cloudxffglbry and
power. | think, however, that “these things” thaist happen
include more. It includes all the things descrideeljinning at

verse 5.
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Jesus Christ is warning us in verse 34, a litlerajur text.
He says, “Be careful, or your hearts will be weidjldgewn with
dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of lilesus Christ is
warning us against allowing these things to hagpears — that we
would be drawn away into dissipation. Now, | h&wadmit that |
wasn’t quite sure what that word meant. | hadrssef it, so |
looked it up, and it means to become too wrappeit tipe pursuit
of pleasure. So, dissipation is pursuing pleasamenuch. It's not
a bad thing to do things that are pleasant. Bidipiation means
overly indulging in pleasure — just seeking pleastself and never
being satisfied. So be careful, or your heart$ valweighed down
with dissipation, you will become so preoccupiethvihe pursuit
of pleasure that you will forget the more importdmbgs and you
won'’t look for the return of Jesus Christ. Watch or your heart
will get weighed down with drunkenness, againstaotihe Bible
often warns. Becoming addicted to alcohol andbeng
addicted to other things that take away your a¢esdrhave the
effect that you're no longer aware of what you'cend), and no
longer aware of the things that are happening atgon. Taking
substances that change your awareness becomesape @&®m
the world that we live in. Jesus Christ warnsaugatch out that
we don’t make that a pattern. Your heart can gagked down
with dissipation and drunkenness and the anxiefiéfe. Your

heart can so easily become so worried about thitfidsmvalk
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down the street, I'll get mugged — and therefore gon’t dare to
go outside. There are all kinds of anxieties thpérson can
develop. And Jesus Christ says we may not all@sélthings to
happen. We may not become so wrapped up in thgghaf this
world. That's also why Jesus said in our passaljeen these
things begin to take place.” The point is thaudesays that he
doesn’'t want us to become so wrapped up in thisdabat we
stop looking for his return.

There are so many things that are happening tioalgh
remind us that Jesus is coming on the clouds ofdrewith power
and glory. We need to be waiting for him, becatise're not
waiting for him, we may not be able to do what ee3§ says. In
that verse it says that we will be able to starfdreehim.

So what are the things besides those mentioneerges 25
& 26 which we saw already? Well, if you look batikere are
actually seven things that Jesus draws to ourtaiterto look for
these things.

In verse 6, the disciples have commented to hinutthe
beauty of the temple, at the top of Mount Morialhe middle of
Jerusalem. It is a beautiful white, shining stbnéding and it's
massive, and it’s high and it's glorious and itreeaf the wonders
of the ancient world. The disciples point at iigdalesus says — and
here begins the warning — these are the thingsribat happen:

“As for what you see here, the time will come wimex one stone
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will be left on another; every one of them will theown down.”
The entire temple structure will be leveled, Jesays. Not one
stone will be left upon the other. The destructbderusalem and
the destruction of the Temple, are coming. Of sewre know
that that did happen. It happened an awfully lomg ago, almost
2000 years ago in the year 70 A.D. The templermshlem was
destroyed by a Roman army because of revolt arelli@ibin the
land of Israel.

Now the second thing that must happen is in verse 8
“Watch out that you are not deceived. For manyedme in my
name, claiming, ‘Il am he,” and, ‘The time is neadb not follow
them.” Jesus warns many times about watchingaruafse
teachers. There are so many false teachers imdHd, and we
need to be discerning. We need to be able to kaeiw/true and
what is false. And when we don’t know, we shoidll.aWe
should talk among ourselves: is this a good teashis this a
false teacher? There are many people who areitegieise
things, and Jesus warns, “Do not follow them.” v8e@n we see a
false teacher doing amazing signs and wondersatbatlearly
those of a charlatan, or clearly are just tricking people for
money, then we should say to ourselves that isig@that Jesus
is coming and he told us to watch out for this.

Verse 9 warns, “When you hear of wars and revahstib

They say that in these days there are more wanseer before.
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We live in terrible times of warfare. When you habout wars,
about soldiers being killed, about bombs goingmfharketplaces,
about civil war that’s so violent and barbaric,rthkink about how
Jesus warned us. He said that these things mpigeha Look for
him on the clouds. Remember, he’s coming! Doiwpdooking!

In verses 10 & 11, He said, “Nation will rise againation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be greatrejuakes,
famines and pestilences in various places, anflfearents and
great signs from heaven.” Again, nation againbnaand then
bigger: coalition against coalition, kingdoms agaikingdoms. It
makes you think of the world wars that happenettiéntimes of
our parents and grandparents. We know about estleg, about
famines and pestilence, and when there’s no rajmeare and the
fertile fields do not produce crops and peoplevetan death
because of it. When we see these horrible thiagpéning, and
when we read about them in the newspaper, therhadd
remember that Jesus told us these things woulddmapiywhen
these things begin to take place, stand up anddiftour heads.”
Look to the Son of Man. He’s coming! It's a warginmake sure
you are ready.

Verse 12-19 is a large section describing the patsm
which is going to fall upon the followers of Jestimse who call
upon the Name of Jesus. They will be drawn torabses, they

will be forced to stand before judges, they willdzeused falsely,
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they will be thrown into prison, they will even pat to death.
Jesus says, “Do not worry about that time, whatwlusay, for |
will give you words. You will be my witnesses.”ndl sometimes
the greatest witness that you will give is notuwhmess of words
but the witness of the death of one who is williogake a stand
for Jesus Christ. There are many who have beetyredrfor the
faith and who have given testimony by their vergttis. When
persecution rises up, then remember how Jesusisaleat these
things have to happen. Don't be afraid; don’t drao a hole.
Look at the skies. He’s coming on the clouds iw@oand glory!
Then verses 20-24 describe for a second time the
destruction of Jerusalem. Armies would surrourgddity and it
would be a terrible thing. It's really another wafysaying what he
spoke about earlier in verse 6, when he said thiadme stone of
the temple will be left upon the other. But ins&6 he was
talking especially about the temple. Now in ver2@f4 Jesus is
talking about the city, and therefore the wholaaraand the
desolation of the whole Jewish people. They wadadrucified
on crosses along the roads to their major citietheyhundreds and
even by the thousands. So we read in the hisfatyeadestruction
of Jerusalem and the Israelite nation in 70 A.Deyfwould be
crucified, they would be sold as slaves, they wdiddilled, they
would be put in the galleys of the ships of the RorBmpire, they

would be sent to the mines and be worked to déatlet Terrible
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things would happen and Jesus warns about thad. JAsus tells
the Christians at that time not to crawl into aghalot to be afraid
when these things happen, because he has toldttiagmaould
happen. They come before his return.

And then, finally, come verses 25-27 which we hseen
already. So Jesus speaks about seven things. &dhem
overlap.

The apostle Paul speaks about suffering, aboustohgial
and testing. The apostle Paul says that we halxetbves of
turmoil — wewill live lives of turmoil. He writes to the Romans,
“We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” Qfurse we rejoice
in Jesus Christ returning and bringing glory witimiH But then
Paul adds, “Not only so, but we also rejoice in suffering.” We
also rejoice in the famine and in the earthquakelsiathe
warfare. We rejoice in the betrayals that we elgpee and the
persecutions that we endure. We rejoice in theisibf the stars
in the sky and the tumults of the seas. We algiceein the
disasters. We rejoice in our suffering, Paul saygomans 5,
because we know that suffering produces perseverand
perseverance produces character and charactergeotape.
Jesus Christ says that suffering makes us hop#erfdg keeps us
alert until the return of Jesus Christ, when attlas glory will be
unfolded for us and given to us. It is so imporfan you to be

instructed by the warnings of Jesus. Itis so irgya for all of us
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to be in tune with the things that are happeniogiad us, so that
we may be reminded by these things that our Savsotwming.
Jesus has such a beautiful way of expressingetsdys, “Stand
up, and lift up your heads, because your redemionawing

near.”

March 18, 2007
Mr. Jim Witteveen

Luke 22:17-20 “After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said,
‘Take this and divide it among you. For | tell yowill not drink
again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom®b6d comes.’
And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gdo them,
saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do thisremembrance of
me.” In the same way, after the supper he tooktipe saying,
‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, whiclpagired out for
you."”

The Lord’s Supper and the Lord’s Suffering

Reading: Luke 22:17-20
Text: Luke 22:17-20
Good evening, everyone!

We sang a very appropriate song before the mesabget
standing in the power of Christ (“In Christ Alone”And the
passage that we read together has everything wtbdavhy we
stand in the power of Christ. The words of thespge that we

read together are probably familiar to all of ydhis is my body
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which is given for you, and this is the cup whistpoured out for
you. I’'m sure most of you are familiar with theserds if you
have either seen the Lord’s Supper being celebratatlyou have
participated yourself if you have done professibfaih. And
soon, the Lord willing, we may be starting to cesb the Lord’s
Supper here at Streetlight Church, and that’s atdressing.

But what does it mean? What is this passage gelig?
What do we learn from it? The first thing we neéedlo is, we
need to look at what was happening. We know tlaeling is “The
Last Supper”. You may have heard of it becauseetisea famous
painting called “The Last Supper” by Leonardo da¥.inBut what
was the last supper? It was a very special mehitamas part of
what was called the Passover celebration.

Jesus had sent his disciples into Jerusalem taafipldce
where they could celebrate the Passover togetheter and John,
the disciples that he sent, found the room andgvegbthe meal,
and the passage that we read together tonightidesavhat
happened during that meal.

In order to understand what’s really going on hexe need
to know first of all what the Passover was and whateant to the
people. The Passover was a Jewish celebratiorit et all the
way back to Exodus. In Exodus God delivered happefrom the
land of Egypt. After the exodus he commanded tteeaelebrate

the Passover, and every year they celebrated.cdlebration went
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like this. At the first Passover God commandedpideple of
Israel to kill a lamb and to prepare it in a finaal before they left
the land of Egypt — before God delivered them. oBethey ate it,
they had to do something very strange: they hadke the blood
of the lamb and put it all around the doors ofitieuses. It was
very important, because God was going to judge EgVpe
people of Israel had been in Egypt for 430 yeard,@od was
setting them free from their slavery. And God wasg to judge
the Egyptians by destroying all of the firstbornlesan Egypt —
every firstborn son, every firstborn animal wasngpio be killed
in this judgment by God. It was a terrible judgrinieom God
because of the way the Egyptians and their kirgPtimaraoh, had
treated the people of Israel. But while it wasrible judgment
for the people of Egypt, it was a great blessinglie people of
Israel. They were going to be delivered from tiséavery! They
would be set free! God made it so that they cgoldo the land
that he had promised them, the land of Canaans& o had
put the blood of the lamb on their doorposts wdddspared. God
would see that blood all around the door, and heldvoass over
the place where those people lived. And that's wimas called
the Passover celebration. The firstborn in Israel would liaed
the whole nation of Israel would be delivered fregypt. Then

God commanded that this would be celebrated eveay. y
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This is what Jesus and his disciples were celetgatBut
this time it was a special Passover, because itheakast
Passover. They were looking back in history tovgkat had
happened to God’s people. But at the same tineg,\itere
looking forward, to see what God was going to tide can see
that by what Jesus said. He said, “Do this in mabrance of me”
— not in remembrance of Egypt, but “in remembraofome.”
These are important words for us to remember. sJkedd his
disciples that he wanted to eat the Passover nm#athvem before
he would suffer. He knew exactly what was goingappen to
him, and you have heard about it: God would tusrblack on
Jesus when he suffered on the cross; Jesus wallthéewrath of
God, the absence of God. He would cry out, “My Qug God,
why have you forsaken me?” and there would be swan This
is what he was about to suffer. He knew that he gezang to
suffer more than anyone else has ever suffereddyedad more
than anyone will ever suffer, and now he tellsdiggiples, “Do
this in remembrance of me”.

So what were they remembering? What do we remeéimber
And what does “remembering” mean? What we are nepeeing
is this: Jesus is the new Passover lamb, thePassover lamb.
Remember, the blood of the Passover lamb was pundrthe
doors of the houses in Egypt, and when God sawltwe he

delivered his people. He set them free from skavétow we do
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this in remembrance of Christ and of his suffermgl his death.
By the blood of Jesus his people are set free.ttBsiisn’t
freedom from slavery in Egypt; this is freedom frelavery to sin!
We are freed from death, from hell and eternal glumient. This is
what Christ commanded his disciples and us to rememNow
when God sees his people, he sees that they hawenzshed,
cleaned in the blood of the lamb Jesus Christ. @s$ed over the
houses in Egypt and saved those people, and needsxhis
people whose sins are covered in the blood of J&hktist. So this
is what we remember when we celebrate the Lordfgp8&uand
every time we gather together for worship. Thiwleat we should
remember every day.

But what is this “remembering” all about? Someisf
have a better memory than others. Some of ustfargere we put
something, and | think of myself. At night, befdrgo to bed, |
take off my glasses and | put them somewhere, lzerdthe next
morning | can never remember where | put them!l lsave to
spend time in the morning, after | get out of Hedking for my
glasses, feeling around because of course | ce@’+sll because |
can't remember where | put them. But this is hetkind of
remembering that Jesus is talking about. He’'deitmg us to
have this in the back of our minds somewheres thiich deeper
than that. We need to think more along the lifdRemembrance

Day, November 11, when remember past wars and sahdiers
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have done for our freedom and the freedom of othérsthat day
there is a special ceremony, speeches, paradestlardspecial
events. On that day, we don't just say to ourgel¥@h yeah, |
remember what they’ve done.” No. It's a remembeawhen we
celebrate what the people have done for us, when people give
thanks for those who have suffered and even dieds, and for
what they have done.

So again, it's not just something that happensassp
through your mind. It is deeper than that. Thithie kind of
remembrance that Jesus is talking about. He 82gshis in
remembrance of me.” Itis a command, not sometthiagis
optional. Not, “You may do this in remembrancerd,” but,
“You must do this in remembrance of me.” He sé he is
going to suffer and die, to feel God’s anger agasirg to be nailed
to a cross, and God the Father is going to turt&ék on him.
Jesus knows that all of these things are goingppén, but yet his
concern is with his disciples. He’s telling therhat/they need to
do, even though he knows that he is going to suffe is not off
by himself somewhere. He is giving them instrutsi@about what
they need to do. He says that they have to rememaethis
bread and drink this wine. He tells them that ¢ha® symbols of
his body, which was broken for them, and blood,cwas
poured out for them. This is something that weusthaever

forget at any time during any day of our livesisithe most
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wonderful, important, incredible thing that has relveen done for
any of us in any of our lives. Christ’s sufferiagd Christ’s death
mean something so important that we need to cekeliravery
day of our lives. It means that we can live togethith God in
our lives in this life, and we can live togethetiwod forever in
the world to come.

In ourselves, we are forgetful people. We are @rion
forgetting. I'm not talking about where we put g@lasses at night
before we go to bed. I'm talking about forgettimgat God has
done, not thinking about it, putting it in the baxfkour minds and
not having it in the front of our minds at all timeln our
sinfulness we forget. We lose our focus. We aokihg
everywhere, but we are not looking to God. We tlkeép our
eyes on Christ of ourselves. So Christ is tellisghat he has
suffered, died and poured out his blood for uswNe is giving us
this sign, this sacrament, so that we can alwalgbrate how he
has set us free from slavery from sin, from deathfeom hell. So
he says that we must remember and believe bedasigedcious
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ was poured out foomplete

forgiveness of all our sins.
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March 25, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Luke 22:62 “And he (Peter) went outside and wept bitterly.”
Peter Deepens Christ’s Suffering

Reading: Luke 22:54-62
Text: Luke 22:62
Good evening!

| think that if | were to ask you to raise your dao let me
know who here trusts in Jesus, everybody wouldipuheir hand.
We’'re here because we are Christians. To be Giwisteans to
be people who trust in Jesus. The question ndkugs is trusting
Jesus an easy thing? It's something that our gassfascripture
certainly teaches us. It helps us to understarettven this is an
easy or a hard thing. Our passage of scriptutly teaches that it
is a hard thing. You are challenged to put yousttin Jesus
Christ. Is he your saviour? Will you say to hinyield myself to
you, Jesus, in order that you may save my life’s hot an easy
thing.

The passage of scripture which was read descri&s h
Peter said three times, “I do not know this mah.doesn’t come
out of nowhere. It comes in a context that is fudlfor us to

understand so we can see why Peter says this.

Streetlight Ministries Page 25

In Luke 22:34 Jesus had already foretold that shimegt
terrible was going to happen. There we read Jeswsier as part
of a discussion and a debate, “| tell you, Peteiote the rooster
crows today, you will deny three times that youwnoe.” So
earlier on in the evening Jesus had said that Reteld deny him
three times. It would be before the rooster cr@eshat would be
very early the next morning, on Friday. Peterspanse to that
was, “Never, Lord! | will never deny you! | willever say, to
help myself or to save myself, that | do not kn@asuk. | will lay
down my life for you.” That’s not what we readlioke 22, but in
the parallel passage in Mark and in Matthew, thatiat Peter
says. As a matter of fact, in Matthew it even gags all of the
other disciples said the same, “We will never dgoy. We will
stand beside you through thick and thin. We wili pur trust in
you, and we will defend you.”

Jesus had foretold this while he was sitting wigh h
disciples in Jerusalem. (Last week you heard asagesabout
Jesus eating the last supper with his discipléét¢r that meal,
Jesus left with his disciples and they went togarden of
Gethsemane. There Jesus prayed. In the gardeetb$emane,
Jesus struggled in prayer for a long time, askingd @ give him
strength for the task he must do very soon. Aed thudas came
to the garden of Gethsemane. He came with sojdigtts temple

police, and he kissed Jesus on the cheek. Thaas@sal to say,
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“That's the man, arrest him!” So the soldiers @ested on Jesus
and arrested him. Peter drew his sword and heks#ituone of the
soldiers and he struck off a man’s ear as he taetkéfend Jesus,
his Lord. “I will stand by your side through thiekd thin. | will
defend my saviour,” is what Peter was saying.| 8Sédve you,
Lord!” But Jesus said, “Put your sword away, Pétnd Jesus
picked up the ear off the ground and healed the nknput the
ear back on the side of his head — a fantasticamiran act of
mercy in a very dark moment.

Well, Jesus was arrested by the soldiers, andvwasiall
that the disciples could take. Each of the 1liplies fled, and
Jesus was left all alone with no defenders. Adllibld talking of
the disciples — “We will never forsake you” — ioopen to be
hollow and meaningless because now they've alhiefi
Beginning in verse 54 we read that the soldierzeskedesus and
led him away, and they took him into the househefhiigh priest.
Peter followed at a distance. He followed far egioaway so that
no one would be able to connect him to Jesus,lbsé@nough
that he might see what was happening. Now thetigues, what
did Peter finally do? Why is Peter following alorgnd what is he
doing there in the courtyard of the high priesinsing around a
brazier, with a fire going, keeping himself warneis? What he
wants is to find a way to save the saviour. Hetwém protect
Jesus. He had tried to protect Jesus by takingiswword and
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defending Jesus, and now when Jesus has beerulbr¢aken
away he thinks, “I'll follow along, | have to doething!” He is
looking for an opportunity, and he is sitting iretbourtyard.

What is really interesting in this passage is ihitls us
that Peter was close enough that he could actsedylesus as he
was on trial in front of the religious court, tHeders of the people.
They are standing around the brazier, and thegyreg to keep
warm. These are cold nights, and it's not very footable. In the
light of the fire, a servant girl says, in the meldf a group of
people there, “I know that man, that's one of teege that was
with Jesus.” Well, Peter’s thinking, “I'm here gave the saviour,
and | can't let a little thing like this woman repozing me get in
the way of the big task | have. And so here’s ezasion where |
can tell a lie and it will be all right.” So heysa*“l don’t know
what you're talking about.” In verse 57 we rea8t he denied it.
‘Woman, | don’t know him.” The woman had spokenthe
people but Peter speaks directly to the woman:ofi&n, | don't
know him. | don’t know Jesus.” And the light okthire flashes
and someone else says, in verse 58, “You alsorer®fothem.”
Well, Peter has already decided on his coursetairacHe’s got a
big job, he has to save the saviour. He has alredd one lie. He
is committed; he has to follow it up with anotheeo “Man, | am
not!” Peter replied. Two people have said, “Hek®bke one of

the disciples.” And now a third person comes fodrvand he has
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different evidence. He recognizes Peter’s acdebetrays the fact
that he comes from the north, from Galilee. Vé&8eays, “About
an hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly thiewelwas with him,
for he is a Galilean.”” “Man, | don’t know what yve talking
about!” Peter has already made up his mind thatshhow he has
to deal with these things. He has a big job tosddje has to put
out the bush fires, all these things that are mgiti the way. He
must tell these lies in order to keep them fronmtyyto prevent
him from saving Jesus. And then, just as he waaldpg, the
rooster crowed.

Here is the amazing thing. Verse 61 says, “ThelLor
turned and looked straight at Peter.” And therePstiddenly puts
things together. The rooster has just croweduslkead said,
“Before the rooster crows, you will have denied three times.”
The weight of what Peter has done comes upon kereliton of
bricks, and he is crushed under the realizationltedas denied
the Lord three times. He had said, “I will starasiole you, | will
not deny you.” Jesus had said, “You have to fruste.” Peter
would not trust Jesus, Peter wanted to protect Asa result he
ended up denying him. And when Jesus looks at,Peteely
there is a look of pain in the eyes of the saviaaknowledging,
“Peter, you just denied that you ever knew me thirees.”

Thus Peter has made the burden of Jesus Christicgio m

heavier now. Not only have all the disciples alwared him and
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fled from him, Peter, as the leader of the dissiptegarded as a
spokesperson for them all, is now the one who Says\ve never
known this man Jesus.” And Jesus must go on. i go on,
continuing to love these people. He must go onddfed the
ultimate sacrifice of his own life on the cross floese people.
When Peter sees the Lord Jesus looking straidhitrathe
remembers and he realizes all these things and dlfieourse,
Peter flees. He runs away. “He went outside aeptWitterly.”

Is putting your trust in Jesus easy? It's not eaRy say, “I
give my life to the Lord Jesus Christ” is perhapes hardest thing
you'll ever do. For what do we want? We wantag,sJesus, I'll
take care of you. I'll protect you.” We don’t wao give our
lives into his care. That is not the natural thingt we would do.
We want to protect him. And quite often it's omyough a
painful process such as Peter experienced, thastaive realize
that we can't save Jesus. We can’'t save ourseliies.only hope
we have is to say to God, “God, | have sinned agaiou. | am
empty of all expectations in myself. Please Gaggane. Allow
the blood and suffering of Jesus Christ to be cieffit for my
sins.” That can be a very difficult thing. Eaateof us must
come to that discovery. Each one of us must leaput his trust
in Jesus Christ.

To be a Christian is not an easy thing. It isrofievery

painful thing. It will bring you to tears. But tee a Christian is to
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experience fantastic riches in the love of God pdudown through

Jesus Christ, the one who saves us.
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