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May 6, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Psalm 51:7-9 “Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash
me, and | will be whiter than snow. Let me heargod gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide fee from my

sins and blot out all my iniquity.”

Self Examination: Trusting Your Saviour

Reading: Psalm 51:1-9
Text: Psalm 51:7-9

You have heard, no doubt, of the story about DoixQe.
It is a story about a man who knew that there veamies
threatening the world, so he dressed up in a Kisighining
armour to save the world. But he did not know wh®enemy
was. He only knew that things were not right. Kdew that he
had to fight, but whom?

Don Quixote was slightly mad, that is, mentall\statble,
and in his confusion, he started to attack windsnbklieving that
they were ferocious giants. Attacking windmills!

The spirit of Don Quixote is very much alive toda&geople
know that things are not right. They know that¢hare enemies
threatening the lives of people everywhere, but ateothey?
Who is the enemy? What is the problem that neetie resolved?

Many people think that the problem is sicknessdiadase.

Others, poverty, injustice, immorality, ignoranddany people
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put all their energy into overcoming these probleisat they may
as well be attacking windmills. It is useless.reSthese are
problems, but they are not the basic problem. dea deeper
problem afflicting mankind.

The deeper problem is sin, and sin’s effects.

Psalm 32:1-2 saysBtessed is he whose transgressions are
forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is #rewose sin the
Lord does not count against him and in whose siginito deceit.
David wrote that Psalm. Here David says that tbesivenemy of
mankind is sin. And the man who tries to heal huiifa by
dealing with anything else first, is attacking winitls - imagining
other things to be ferocious giants when the terigant is sin.

The Lord’s Supper is for people who make no mistiak
this respect. They are the people who know thatt wiey need
more than anything else is to be forgiven. Thathat we saw last
week. The Church is a gathering of people who liaxh in the
inner parts. They know that they have sinned agane most
high God, and that this is what we need to dedl.wit

But a true believer knows more than this too. ndeonly
knows that he is sinful, from birth, sinful frometlday his mother
conceived him. He also knows that Jesus Chrisisisaviour.

David, the man who wrote Psalm 51, knew that lod G

was a loving God. God would heal him where it evat most.
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God would forgive him all his sins. He prays inse&7, Cleanse
me with hyssop and | will be clean.

What does that mean? Well, hyssop is a kind arfitghat
priests used during the worship services in theotemThe
branches and leaves of the hyssop plant had |dilsyofiairs on it
so that when a person dipped the branch in watequld hold a
lot of water. The priest would dip the hyssop piarwater and
shake it over people to symbolically cleanse théta.would also
dip a branch in the blood of a sacrifice and shia&eer the altar
and sometimes even over people to symbolicallynsledahem
from sin.

David, then, is speaking symbolically. He asksl@oa
figurative way, to shake the hyssop branch overgorthat he
might be cleansed from his sin. David urgently tgdrGod to do
that because he knew how sinful he was. He hadnitbed
adultery and he had committed murder. He knewitl@abd were
to punish him for his sin, he would be destroyelis sins were so
bad.

But he believed that God loved him and wanteatgi¥e
him. All he had to do was to confess his sin, bidavn and
admit how sinful he was, and God would heal hifG@leanse me
with hyssop and | will be clednYes, Iwill be clean. David did

not doubt it. He trusted in God’s love. If Goddives, then the
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enemy falls. Sin is overcome. Life is healed atast basic point.
And if God washes him he will be whiter than snow.

And so he prays in verse 8:ét me hear joy and
gladness. What could be better than to hear that the enehour
life is overcome? The songs of triumph, the shofitsctory, the
joy of winning is the happiest sounds of all. hknows that. He
has heard those shouts when God granted his artriyrtgph over
other enemies - the Philistines, Moabites, Edonatesother
enemies of God’s people. But the happiest soutiteisound of
victory, which God’s people sing because God hasrgthem
triumph over their sins, when God has taken aweygthilt of their
evil deeds.

So once more, David prays to God in verseHidé your
face my sins and blot out my iniguityDavid prays again, not
because he was afraid that he might not get ittdoatknowledge
that God is the source of his greatest victoryd @dl win the
battle against sin. And he prays again to give thiat victory.
Wash away my sins.

We need to pray always. We must never stop pga@iod
to forgive our sins.

When God sent his Son to be born of the Virgin yigdre
angel said, Me will save his people from their siisThat is what
Jesus came for. He came to fight the greatedelfattyou. He
did not fight windmills. Yes, he healed peopldludir diseases, he
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restored people who were injured, he granted pdbpigs they
never had, like sight and speech, and he fed pedmpbevere
hungry. But these were only the small things. Gteat battle was
sin.

He took the guilt of our sins on him and he overedhe
guilt. He bravely bore our sins to the cross otv&g and he
suffered the punishment. He descended into Weid he was not
overcome. He overcame our sins, and then he aoadulfit is
finished” The battle was won. There remained only for tondie
and rise again. There remains still only to congpthe victory he
had begun. There remains to gather together thelpef God
into the Church of Jesus Christ, and when thenfuthber is
gathered in, he will return with the clouds of heavo take us to
himself. He will give us victory over the lesseoplems too -
over disease, over disabilities, over injusticeerdears and mental
afflictions. He will wipe away every tear from oeyes.

Jesus Christ is gathering his church togethergadleers
together those who know their sins and who knowtthey are
completely forgiven by the work of Jesus Chrishe¥ say to God,
“Cleanse me with hyssop and | will be clean. Wamhin the love
of Jesus Christ, and | will be whiter than snowWbd sin will cling
to me, even though | have done such terrible thifdey are

forgiven by the Father for Jesus’ sake.
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And we, God’s people will hear joy and gladnesemwhbur
groaning and fears because of sin are removed. irAorter that
this song of gladness might be fixed deeper inh@arts, he gave
to us the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper - to gpveach of you a
deep assurance that he has given his body anchghbhlbod for
you. But you must believe - believe that your legfgproblem is
your sins (because you have examined yourself anfitssed your
sins), and believe that Jesus is the perfect amgplete Redeemer.

Whether you come to the Lord’s Table, or must assit
apart for a little while yet, may we be blessedhiy gift of God’s

grace to the church.

May 13, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Psalm 51:17 “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a lemok
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

Self Examination: Responding to Grace

Reading: Psalm 51
Text: Psalm 51:17

Have you ever had to make a down payment on a

purchase before?
If you want to buy something, but you don’t hawéte
enough money with you, you can give a down paym#otl

become the owner because you have given the doyymnqud -
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you'll just have to give the rest of the money thati haven’t paid
yet, later. For instance, you go to Canadian fGreuy a bike.
You have $30, but the bike costs $150. You coiud the store
$30 as a down payment. The bike becomes yoursbddare you
pick it up, you need to pay the rest of the mondgpw much is it?
$120.

It has probably happened that you have paid a down
payment before. But have you ever received oneil\Wou like
to have one? You should get one today! Not frownthall, not
from the provincial or federal government, but frme governor
of the universe, from your God! He wants to give ya down
payment, because he wants to own something. dadirowns
your body (he created it). What he really wantgoisr heart.

Yes, God wants your heart. He wants all of you.

He is so eager to own you, that he gives a dowmepat.
The Apostle Paul says that the Holy Spiritasdeposit
guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemptidnhmse who
are God's possession—to the praise of his di¢gph 1:14)
However, if God can't have your heart, then helke his down
payment back. And if God takes the down paymecok,bgou’ve
got no hope, no future. Only to live out the dafgour
meaningless little life under the terrifying shadofxan angry God.

For David, nothing could be worse. But he hadred to

fear. He had sinned dreadfully. You remember Vileahad done.
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He had stolen another man’s wife, and then he hslodnd
murdered. Then he became arrogant: I'm a kingn dllowed to
do this. And he turned his back on God.

But after he had suffered deeply in his spirityéy@ented.
He confessed his sin. He was totally broken-hdaate he
begged for God’'s mercy and forgiveness. He knewifthe were
not forgiven, he would loose the down payment.h&prayed to
God, ‘Do not cast me from your presence or take your Sqliyit
from me”

For the Holy Spirit is our life. Remember, hehe Lord
and giver of life. Without him we’re spirituallyedd. But when
he is active in our lives, we get a little bit ofiat it will be like in
heaven. He is a down payment. He begins to wipddars away.
He begins to heal the madness of sin. He begipsrity our heart
and to renew a steadfast spirit - that is, he makegsant what is
right and the ability to actually begin to do He plants the joy of
salvation and sustains you with a willing spirit.

That is the grace of God. He wants you that baélg.will
have your heart.

So how do we get the down payment? By receiviag h
grace. God is moving in this place, walking amasgdistributing
his grace to you. Humble your heart and offeo ihim. Do not be

proud. Do not resist him. Confess your sins;dweiin his
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gracious forgiveness for Jesus sake. And youradkive a richer
measure of his Spirit. He will never leave you.

We receive that down payment of our heavenly jbogmv
we listen to the preaching and accept God's gratteawbelieving
heart. We receive that down payment when we wétties bread
broken and the cup of the Lord given. We recena tliown
payment when we eat the broken bread and drinkeotup.

This is a day of God’s generosity. Open your haad

receive rich gifts from our gracious God.

May 20, 2007
Rev. Doug Vandeburgt

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and theoGalticomfort,
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we camfort those in
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves haveikeckfrom

God.”

Comfortin all your troubles

Reading: 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Text: 2 Corinthians 1:3-4

This morning God’s word will speak to you ab@oimfort
in all your troubles As we listen to God’s word about comfort
let’'s begin with understanding what the waamfortmeans and

afterwards we’ll talk abowll your troubles.
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What does it mean ttcomfortsomeone? Literally it means
to give strength to someone. The wlod meansstrong. By
giving strength to someone you lessen their geellose of the
troubles they face.

Now | have a question for you. Have any of youws&d or
learned the first question in the Heidelberg CatrnR That
guestion isvhat is your only comfort in life and death®s a
Christian what is the only thing that gives yowestth in your life
and even in the face of death?

Does anyone remember the answer? The answeans °
not my own but belong...to my faithful Saviour J€3usst.” The
only comfort of the Christian is to belong to JeQImsist.

Why is belonging to Jesus Christ a source of conifior
your life? Because no matter what is happeningunr life, even
when you are facing troubles, the Lord Jesus ikinwgrfor your
good. He is with you and me in the midst of ooubies and no
matter what difficulties or troubles we face he stoestop
working for our benefit. He is on our side anduses his power
on behalf of all who believe in him. And that, detd, is the
greatest source of comfort any person can ever. have

Now | want you to look at what Paul says in 2 Ctimians
1:3. He writes, Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the @ adi

comfort...” Before we confess that it is God who comforts you
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all your troubles | want you to notice why he congo/ou. He
comforts you because of Jesus Christ and becaissm ihis
character to comfort. He is the Father of commpassHe is the
God of all comfort. Because he is compassionaiges
comfort. Itis in God’s character to comfort. Heve are
reminded of the words of that hymn we will singeafthis sermon:
Great is Thy Faithfulnessthy compassions they fail notvhy
does the compassion of God not fail? Why doeswuayas comfort
us in all our troubles? Because in Jesus Chrigt tiee Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort.

Paul had experienced that in his troubles. Thatwg he
says in verse 4who comforts us in all our troubles...Paul tells
us in verse 8 that he had suffered troubles irptbeince of Asia.
There he had been under great pressure. Wheregaihat word
troublesyou need to think of pressure. Trouble is thalifg that
things are closing in on you. Trouble is thatifegkthat you are in
a tight spot. Paul had that feeling in Asia. Hesvbeaten because
he was a missionary and because of the beatingschred he
thought he was going to die. He sayadéed, in our hearts we
felt the sentence of deathi...

In all that trouble he experienced God’s comfaie
experienced that comfort that comes from knowindgj laelieving

that the Lord Jesus was his faithful Saviour. Hewk that even if
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he did die that would not be the end for God raikedead. So he
set his hope on God who delivered him from hishites.

Can you say what Paul says? Paul said God comfgiits
all our troubles. Can you say he comforts youlliy@ur troubles?
Your troubles and my troubles are different fronulRatroubles.
Paul was troubled because he was an apostle. &\feoaapostles
but as Christians we still face troubles don’t we'2ad the
bulletin today and | see people with health trosblesee people
having troubles because of where they live. Maythers of you
have troubles because someone you know is sickodied.
Maybe you have troubles in your relationships witiher people —
people you live with, family members or friends.ajbe you have
troubles because of a particular sin or the sttengptation to sin.
Maybe you have troubles related to money. Thezesamany
different things that we can call troubles or hargs or difficulties
in life. Troubles are not just things on the odesbut they are also
on the inside — in our mind and in our soul. Wdaade troubles of
some kind and Satan uses so many of our troubleyg take away
our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

But whatever your trouble God the Father comfoas
the Lord Jesus Christ. | want you to notice thatlBays he
comforts us irall our troubles. Do you see the woral? There is
no trouble that will separate you from God'’s lovihere is no

trouble too big for God to deliver you from. Théseno trouble

Streetlight Ministries Page 15

too great so that he cannot comfort you. He cotsifgsu in all
your troubles. Trust in him beloved. Believe imh | am weak
but he is strong, yes Jesus loves me. Put youe imopim for in
Jesus Christ the Father has promised you thabimgassions do
not fail. Great is his faithfulness!

And if he is your comfort in all your troubles thgau have an
important job to do. Do you know what that job iBaul says it
this way, ‘so that we can comfort those in any trouble with th
comfort we ourselves have received from Gddod comforts you
so that you can comfort others. | will say thatiag- God
comforts you so that you can comfort others. Taathat Paul is
doing as he writes. He is comforting the Corintisiavith the
comfort he has received. That is what | am daimg thorning as |
preach to you. For the comfort | am telling yowatdl have
received from God through Jesus Christ in the nofigte troubles
in my life, and yes ministers have troubles just leveryone else.
And what Paul did and what | am doing for you Gallscyou to
do for one another. Do you want to comfort somdartbeir
troubles? Then point them to the one who has cdedgou in all
your troubles. Then together we can give praigeedGod and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of assjpn and the

God of all comfort.
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May 27, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 6:14-16 “So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make

rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and othis is how you
are to build it: The ark is to be 450 feet long f&ét wide and 45
feet high. Make a roof for it and finish the aokwithin 18 inches
of the top. Put a door in the side of the ark anadke lower,
middle and upper decks.”

The Ark

Reading: Genesis 6:9-7:10
Text: Genesis 6:14-16

You have heard before, of ‘the silent killer’.idtan
expression that was invented by the Canadian HedrStroke
Foundation to describe the danger of stroke. Itdoean to alarm
anyone, but a person can suffer a stroke suddediyvéhout any
warning. If you don’t know the small signs thateof precede a
stroke, your chances of survival or of recoverydme much
smaller. When you see the signs, you should gdtaakattention
immediately even though the signs seem so small.

There is another great danger hanging over theahuace.
Those that do not take warning will not recovesanvive. People
should take warning and make necessary changes.

This great danger hanging over the human radeis t
judgement of God. And there are many signs by wiod is

telling people everywhere that his judgment is cagniBut the
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terrible fact is, more people pay attention towaening signs of a
stroke than of the wrath of God.

Jesus warned that the day of God’s judgment woorhaec
upon the world like a thief in the night. Manyyafu know what it
is like to have someone steal things from you. fhief perhaps
came without warning. Jesus describes how surppseple will
be in Matthew 24:36-38 N\to one knows about that day or hour,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, byttbalFather. As
it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at thenaagy of the Son of
Man. For in the days before the flood, people vesatng and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up toetiday Noah
entered the ark; and they knew nothing about wiratldvhappen
until the flood came and took them all away. Tikdtow it will be
at the coming of the Son of MarmAnd in Luke Jesus extends the
comparison to another time in Luke 17:26-29ust as it was in
the days of Noah, so also will it be in the daythefSon of Man.
People were eating, drinking, marrying and beingegi in
marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Ttherflood came
and destroyed them all. It was the same in the dayot. People
were eating and drinking, buying and selling, piagtand
building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and@utained down
from heaven and destroyed them”allhe point is driven home in
verse 30 It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man

revealed’
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Now, it would not be fair if God judged the worldtiout
first warning people beforehand, would it? A jucduld warn
people well ahead of time that certain actions bellpunished. In
the days of Noah, God had clearly done that. Eahat our text
tells us.

God came to Noah and commanded him to build & grga
ship, called ‘the ark’. It was enormous: 450'long5'wide x
45'high. Engineers have calculated that the sloiplavhave a
displacement of 40,000 tonnes. The whole thingmade of
wood. Just the skeleton of the ship would takerssrmous
amount of work, but then just as much work wouldrgo the
planks of wood that had to be fastened to the satebthe decking
(three levels) and a roof.

We don’t know what kind of technology they hadrett
time, but they probably did not have computerizagrsills.
Perhaps they didn't even have sawmills at all. t Tk@ans the
trees had to be cut down by hand, and then thé&plkamd beams
had to be cut with saws, by hand, or with axesadmts. How
many people do you think worked on this? Four. ddabt, the
women were hard at work too, because it does reoh $kat
Noah'’s sons had any children. So how long do pmktthis
would have taken? When you calculate the numbens the

genealogy, and when you consider the words ofibl@oks like it
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took 120 years. 120 YEARS! That is almost as lan@anada
has been a country!

So what Noah was doing would definitely have beeom
well known. Not only because it was a fantastychlige project
that would have required tremendous engineerints sknd
cutting edge technology, but because it was beapgjed to
something that to many appeared very strange, leizarre. He
was building this enormous ship in the middle diedd. What
purpose could that serve? “It will never floatégple said. It was
huge and incredibly heavy. How would he ever e tdomove it
to water?

People naturally thought that Noah was a nut-céserazy
man. So they asked him, “Why are you doing thiaiNb Don’t
you see you are far from the sea?”

Then Noah would speak and tell them that God wgsya
with the world, that God was going to judge the @nd that
everything would die. Noah would tell them thatyttwere being
very wicked and God was deeply grieved by theis,silence,
selfishness, and lack of respect for their creator.

Did that bear any fruit? No. Not even a littie lNobody
listened to Noah. Nobody repented and admittedtiiey were
sinning against their neighbour and against theid.Ginstead,
they made fun of Noah. And worse, they mocked hiated him,

despised and persecuted him. Peter calls Noateacher of
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righteousness”. He preached by his actions, bgdnemitment of
his life. That great big boat dominated his wHdk= It was
everything. It consumed him and his wife and hre¢ sons and
their wives. But he built it because God commantedto. He
built it because he was a man of faith as desciibétebrews 11:7
— “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet sieholy
fear built an ark to save his family. By his faitt condemned the
world and became heir of the righteousness thatesooy faitH.

Now, do you know what happens to preachers of
righteousness? Abel was a preacher of righteoasr@ain could
not bear it. He killed his brother. Recall hovindaescribes it in
1 John 3:12 -Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one
and murdered his brother. And why did he murderhiBecause
his own actions were evil and his brother's weghteous.

And that was what Noah was. Therefore, he wagusbt
rejected; he was despised, hated and probablyqueesk Jesus
was not just rejected. Because all his deeds rigeeous and
those around him were evil, they could not tolehate so much as
to live. They killed him, the preacher of rightsoess.

The world today is poised for destruction, notiater but
by fire. We are Noah to our generation. It is duty to witness to

our neighbour. We don’t need to do it first oflajl our words, but

by our life. Just as Noah committed his whole texise, 120 years

to building the ark, so you must commit your whidfie and your
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work to God, as a thank offering, an act of lovetfe God who
loved you in Jesus Christ.

And when they ask you why? Do not be afraid. Yiaue
been anointed with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit ekds, to speak of
Jesus. You might seem like an oddball, and yommsitment to
Bible study and the Church and works of Christ@relas strange
as building a huge ship far inland. But God whibg/ that your
choice to serve him by faith was exactly the rigjimg. Do it for

love of God, and for love of your neighbour.
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