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May 6, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

1 Samudl 10:23-24 “They ran and brought him out, and as he
stood among the people he was a head taller thaofdahe others.
Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see the tha.ORD has
chosen? There is no one like him among all the le€offhen the
people shouted, ‘Long live the king!™”

Long Live the King!

Reading: 1 Samuel 10:17-27
Text: 1 Samuel 10:23-24

Men of character, people of integrity - theseiarnew
supply. One of the objectives the Church has ferim the
character of men and women to be godly, Christdikd teach
people to walk in step with the Spirit.

It is one of the express purposes of Cadets: gduiyacter,
solid youths of integrity - who speak words tha aeighty
because they will live up to their promises andakpenly of what
they know, who speak not just the truth, but sgbaktruth in love.

But people of integrity are in short supply. Weelin a
culture that is entranced by the cult of appearsr@me that
shamelessly lifts up the teen idols, and demortlzesallen angels
of yesterday; who bring precious sweet sacrificethé gods of
sport, and hang on the words of actors and acsesse

You can see the character of the people by lookirigeir

gods.
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Two weeks ago, br. Witteveen spoke about Israiesre
for a king. They wanted to be like the other nadio They wanted
a king to lead their army. They were taken by thgearance of
things. They had every reason to reject appeasaanoe hold fast
to what they could not see. God had deliveregeaple out of
Egypt - the unseen God whom no man ever has semanmee.
He had led his people through the Red Sea andbgesitr
Pharaoh’s whole army in it. He led them throughdesert and
gave them lands belonging to people more powerfdlraimerous
than they.

With the unseen God at their head, they were Safigh
him at their lead, nobody could touch them. Yeg¢ytwanted to be
like other nations. They wanted a king whom theyld see. They
wanted royalty, muscular soldiers, snorting warbesyand
machines for battle.

Samuel the prophet was their leader, a spiriesdér who
spoke for God. They brought their demands fomg ko Samuel,
and God told Samuel to grant them their request.them have a
king. They will learn to regret it. Let them firait what it means
when they refuse to live by faith.

Samuel called all the people together to a platlec
Mizpah. Samuel chose the location for selectiking carefully.
We can read about Mizpah in 1 Samuel 7:10-1White Samuel

was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistings®w near to
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engage Israel in battle. But that day the LORD ttened with
loud thunder against the Philistines and threw theta such a
panic that they were routed before the Israelitéhe men of
Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Plles,
slaughtering them along the way to a point belowhEzar”
Mizpah, then, was the site of the most recent amg great victory
for God’s people. With God as their king, they Icomiot go
wrong! They could not possibly forget what the egrs God had
done for them at Mizpah.

And Samuel drives the point home when the peopla f
all over Israel gathered here again, by tellingrti®od’s word as
he does in 1 Samuel 10:18 Hiis is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of Egypt,dahdelivered you
from the power of Egypt and all the kingdoms thgiressed
you.” But, God said, You have rejected nieYou have rejected
the life of faith because you want a life of appeaes.

Fools. We hear the same folly today: We don’t i in
heaven. We want life now. We don’t want what \aa'tsee
now. We want what we can feel and see and smélbeszathe
now. We don’t want a Saviour who saves us fromeansyuilt.
We want a Saviour who can save us from boredorodaxgnom
me we can cheer by his acting and game playing\gralgoddess

who can excite us with her body.
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Fools. Israel rejected the living unseen Godafor
insignificant, helpless king just because they wdrib be able to
see him. Sometimes God treats adults like childrean they act
like children. He granted their request. Bewdra/loat you ask
for from God - an unbeliever’s request may recainainbeliever’s
answer.

God instruct the people of Israel to present tledves
before the Lord by tribes and clans. By usinglth&od chose
the tribe of Benjamin (there were 12 tribes in @dich named after
one of Jacob’s 12 sons). From the tribe of Benjamhie clan of
Matri was chosen. We don’t know too much aboutdhes.

From this clan, Saul was chosen.

But when they look for Saul, they could not findhh So
they asked God, and he informed Samuel that Sasihwiaen
among the baggage. Recall that people had travieten far
away to come to this national assembly, and thegee tents,
sleeping bags, food and such. That is where Sasil \We as not
much interested in affairs of national importance.

But when he was found and brought forward, thepfeeo
were very impressed. Impressed by what? Bwppsearance
and indeed, he was good looking. He was very ftle adult men
among whom he stood only reached up to his shaildgamuel
says in verse 2400 you see the man the LORD has chosen?

There is no one like him among all the pedpleven Samuel is
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impressed. Perhaps Saul’'s appearance even sSiaradel’s
hopes. He could not have simply been tall andyiarte must
have been handsome and muscular. There are mehavbdhe
ability to command respect and instill confidengeleir very
appearance. There is an air to their bearingnéidence in their
stride, a look in their eye. You just want to trthleem. You are
instinctively ready to obey.

But beware appearances. Saul may look like a goay)
but don’t judge men by their demeanor, their appeee. The
book of Samuel is making a very deliberate comparlsetween
Saul (verse 24) and David (1 Samuel 16:1-7). Tdrel Isays of
Jesse’s oldest son Eliab in 1 Samuel 1&a hot consider his
appearance or his height, for | have rejected hiime LORD does
not look at the things man looks at. Man lookghatoutward
appearance, but the LORD looks at the héa&nd this is very
important. God is teaching us in this book thatnaest be on
guard against being taken in by appearances. \Wieenjudge by
appearances, then when the greatest person comess®it. In
fact, we look on the outside and reject him. Isaaid that his
appearance was so marred that we turned out ey@msratiher than
to look at him. We rejected Jesus. We judgedbyroutward
things, not by the force of godliness, holiness land.

Let us seek in one another the qualities of Chiagh, love

and hope. Let us seek in one another the fruth@Holy Spirit.
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We may be the outcasts of society, the marginalittedrejected
and despised, but in the eyes of God, we are theorees he is

pleased to use to build his kingdom, advance tug/ghnd these
are the very ones on whom he is pleased to hedpugsthat we

may become the lords of the earth, and kings oneation.

May 13, 2007
Brother Jim Witteveen

L uke 24:51 “While he was blessing them, he left them and was
taken up into heaven.”

The King Hands are Lifted to Bless

Reading: Luke 24:44-53
Text: Luke 24:51

On the Christian calendar, and in the holidays Weat
celebrate in this country, Ascension Day seemstthé poor
cousin of Christmas and Easter. In some Europeantiges,
Ascension Day is a public holiday... but then, tgeperally like to
take more holidays in Europe than we do anywawyrgtly
enough, | was doing some research on this andnidfout that
Ascension Day is a public holiday in Indonesiaalbplaces. In
Indonesia, all government offices, schools, andyrarsinesses

are closed on Ascension Day.
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But we remember the day that Christ ascended iedwdn
as a very important day in the history of the wpbdcause Christ's
ascension was one of the most important thingshtasever
happened, and tonight we'll talk about why thaars] two reasons
in particular — Jesus ascended into heaven, acdrteues to
work there... and, Jesus did not leave his pedpteeaHe is the
king seated on his throne at the right hand of ®atlhe is with us
always!

But first of all, the word “ascension” - what daesmean?
According to the dictionary | looked at, ascensiogans “to
change location in an upward direction.” Which gjt@show you
that dictionaries don't always make things cleaer!Ascension
Day, Christ went up into heaven, as his discipde&éd on. There
is something so amazing about this story that wé eaen begin
to really understand what happened. And it's dieedrhere in the
gospel in one single, simple, sentence. He parted them, and
was carried up into heaven. He ascended into heageme
confess in the Apostle's Creed, and now he sitseatight hand of
God.

And this is important because it's not like whemigth
ascended into heaven that he said, “My work is dbiogv I'm
going home. My job is finished, now we're just gpto wait until
the end of time when | take my people to join N0, it's not like

that at all. Christ's ascension was not the erfdsofvork, but it
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marked a great change in his work. This is thé feason why
Ascension Day is so important.

The Son of God came into this world for a reasdmist
died on the cross to save his people from theg. ¢fi@ rose from
the dead, conquering death, winning the victoryr dlre great
enemy, death. And 40 days later, he ascended @ateeim. But this
ascension is not like someone driving home fromkvedter he's
finished work for the day. No, this is the begirqof another
chapter in the work of Christ. It is a homecomifigarts, but a
homecoming of a great king after the most importéctory of all
time. Because to this day he is sitting at thetrgind of his father,
reigning over all things, for the sake of his pegphe church. He
is the great king, the Lord, the master, the one ishn control of
all things. When he was on earth, he was mockedaatén and
the people placed a crown of thorns on his heawlaice him look
like a fool. He was completely and utterly humiidt He was the
king — we talked about that a couple of weeks agd,he was
treated worse than anyone deserves to be treatpidl en, abused,
degraded in every possible way. But when he asckinde
received his crown. He received his throne. Evengtlivas made
right, and he was put into the position that heedess as God's
Son. He received authority over all things, in rexaand on earth.

Christ is busy. He is not idle. And the amazing¢his, he's is
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doing all these things for his peopfer those who love him and
believe in him.

Many places in Scripture tell us what Christ isndpiight
now. Romans 8:34 tells usChrist Jesus, who died—more than
that, who was raised to life—is at the right harfidsed and is also
interceding for us

This is why when we pray, we pray to God the Fathéne
name of Jesus Christ — Jesus Christ intercedassferhe is the go-
between between God the Father and his peopleJdhi 2:1 we
read ‘But if anybody does sin, we have one who spedke to
Father in our defence—Jesus Christ, the Righteaus"O

So Jesus, having gone up into heaven, speaks Eather
in defence of those who believe in him. Insteade#fing the
sinfulness of his people, he sees Christ - Chafrntls those who
believe in him! And he continues to do this urttistvery day!

And finally, Ephesians 2:4-6 tells usBUt because of his great
love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made ugealith Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—it isdmeg/ou have
been saved. And God raised us up with Christ aatesl us with
him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesu’s

So there is a way that we can say that God haadire
raised all of his people from the dead, in Chffstm being dead
in their sins, they become alive! And God has aksated his

people with Christ, so that they reign with him!
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So that's one part of Christ's ascension into heaveisn't
the end of his work, but the beginning of a new pahis work.
But there's another side to his ascension, jushpsrtant, and we
also see that in the text that we're looking & #viening. He
lifted up his hands and blessed théthuke 24:50)

So he didn't leave earth without giving somethmgis
disciples, to the men he had called to lay the dations of his
church. And what he gave them was this: he blesad. This is
the second thing about his ascension that's sortemgoHe gave
them his blessing, and in ten days, on Pentecestiduld give
them his Spirit, the Holy Spirit, to help them to tthe work he
wanted them to do. He did not leave his peoplealaithout
help. He's still working in heaven, at the righbtiaf God, but
through his Spirit, he's still working and active @arth too.

He told his disciples, You are my witnesses. Yothie
ones who are going to have to get the word outawbat
happened. This is news that changed the world. i$msws that
affected everything, the central event of histothis is the good
news, the gospel — Jesus has died, he has risbashescended.
So these witnesses, the disciples, were import&ater and James
and John, all of them. They had to build, and tt@yldn't do it on
their own — no one can. They needed the blessitigeafisen Lord

to do what they had to do. They needed the HolyitSpi
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You can see it in Peter. If in some way we couldena
“before” and “after” picture of Peter, you wouldesivo very
different people. Before — he denies Jesus. He tthiregs without
thinking, he's impulsive, and he speaks beforédnimks. And after,
yes, after... he's a leader of the church. Helaspired author of
two books of the New Testament. And all becauselaft Jesus
gave to him. It says in the passage that we regether that he
opened up the minds of the disciples so that tbeydcunderstand
that all of Scripture points to him. Because withitheir minds
being opened, they simply could not understarigt.now that
their minds are opened, they can see it clearlgyTdan
understand why Jesus came, why he had to die, @ihgde, and
why he was ascending.

And he tells them that he sends the promise oF#iker
with them. And the promise was very shortly goiadpé fulfilled
— they would receive power like they had never epeed before
when the Holy Spirit was poured out on them.

Jesus has become the great king, and in his lov@do
people he lifts up his hands to bless his discipieg great king is
not some kind of dictator sitting on high. He i®ang king, a
king who cares for his people, a king who takeg cdihis
subjects. He blessed the disciples. He gave therddlly Spirit so
they could be his witnesses, and today we haventitia¢ss on the

pages of the Bible. And he blesses his people tddayas
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ascended into heaven, but he is with his peoplaydwuntil the
end of time. There is no greater blessing thanllessing from
the ascended Lord and king, Jesus Christ.

In the last two verses that we read together wesearthe
disciples' reaction to everything that had happeri@tien they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with gjept And they
stayed continually at the temple, praising God
And that should be our reaction as well. Let usshigr him. Let us
live our lives with great joy. And let us continlygbraise God, for
what he has done!

May 27, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

1 Samuel 11:6 “When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God
came upon him in power, and he burned with anger.”

The Spirit comes upon Saul in Power

Reading: 1 Samuel 11
Text: 1 Samuel 11:6

We are always interested in ‘before’ and ‘aftdropos -
usually of people who have had cosmetic work dongho have
lost a lot of weight. The ‘after’ shot is alwaysiam better.

The chapter of the Bible we read from presentsitistwo
pictures, a before and an after - before Saul wasted with

power by the Holy Spirit, and afterward. The diffiece is huge.
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The ‘after’ picture is much better than the ‘befgreture. And so
it will be - because it is the difference of Peot&c

In chapter 11, we find Saul back on the farmvdrse 5 we
read that Saul is coming back into town (Gibeatgrat hard day’s
work on the field, guiding his oxen along. You kawe wonder,
what is Saul doing? Is he a king, or is he farmBetall how he
was chosen by casting the lot to become King, antember how
when he stood up, the people were really excitedlse he was
tall and handsome. They shouted, “Long live thegKi

Saul was the king they wanted. And they needed Sa
They needed him now! They knew it, and Saul shbalke
known it. 1 Samuel 12:12 sayBut when you saw that Nahash
king of the Ammonites was moving against you, galte me,
'No, we want a king to rule over us' - even thotighLORD your
God was your king.

Now look at the situation. Jabesh Gilead is ya @it the
edge of Israel’s territory. It is vulnerable to aders. And it
happens that a certain Nahash the Ammonite attaaksaptures
Jabesh Gilead. Nahash is not a very nice manis Eéarbarian,
like a pirate of the Caribbean. He will let thepke of Jabesh
only if he can gouge out the right eye of every nmathe city.

The people of Jabesh ask for and receive 7 days, Iftahash the

Butcher.
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So elders of the city send out messengers to ewaiy
town in Israel asking for help. They also sendes$enger to the
town of Gibeah where Saul lives. Why didn’t thagtjsend a
message to their king? Why not ask for royal dgbwce? That is
what they got a king for, is it not? But now netihat when the
messengers from Jabesh came to Gibeah, they ditghbaway
send to their honoured son, Saul. No, they gotltiers of the
town together, and it is only because Saul notsmadething
strange was going on, and pried some info fromighibeur in
town, that he got any idea at all about what wasgyon!

Something is not right here. Saul was king inlgmel. But
he wasn’t doing any of the things that a king stald. He was on
the farm, working the land. Hard working, but doing the right
thing. That wasn't his job any more. And foreigarriors were
terrorizing the people of Jabesh because Saul atadaing his
job.

Think about that. If you don’t do your work, yoatronly
make other people suffer who depend on you, butypowmself
become irrelevant. People will quickly ignore yemd try to get
along without you. If you don’t reach out a lovingnd of
friendship and help to other believers, then thea will soon
becomes irrelevant to people. If fathers and mrstrend brothers

and sisters do not work together in love, then @sisoon are left
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behind and you don’t even talk to your parentsygars. That is
true for many of you, isn’t it?

There is a lot of neglect out there. So many [eeape
called to do their duty toward one another, butmthey don't do
their work, we suffer terribly.

That is the before picture. That is life outsikde Spirit of
God. Saul without the Spirit of God is useless.

Now, look what happens in our text, verse 8¥hen Saul
heard their words, the Spirit of God came upon imrpower, and
he burned with angér.Suddenly Saul is very enthusiastic. He
must have known what was happening in Jabesh,dwhe is
angry. lItis holy anger - righteous wrath. Inandhe did not sin.
His anger made him do what he was supposed todisteuld
have done long before. The Holy Spirit came upomdnd
suddenly he had the courage to be the king he éax talled to
be, been anointed and ordained to be, acclaimddjeyitand
shouts to be. He was a king. But only the SpiriGod enabled
him to be what he was.

He took a pair of oxen he was leading back hontewim,
and he chopped them in pieces, sending one piez@ctomajor
region by the hand of a messenger, summoning thg af Israel
to him at Bezek, a town near to Jabesh. Whatmorse. Fear
from God fell on every soul in Israel. They featedlisplease the

king. So they came - 300,000 of them and moresyTharched

Streetlight Ministries Page 18



against the Ammonite invaders, and routed thenwa#t a victory
to tell of.

That is the after picture.

Which picture do you like better?

That is what you need to be. The Spirit of Gaat tame
upon Saul has now been promised to you. Jesust@nomises
that whoever belong to him by faith shall receive Holy Spirit.

It is not a Spirit that enables you to do strarigeds, like speak in
tongues, or like Benny Hin, to do all kinds of nalles . The Spirit
gives you the power to be what you are.

What are you? If you belong to Jesus Christ, y@ua
child of God. Can you act like one of God’s chéid? Not on
your own. But if the Spirit of Jesus is on youuy@an. You can
love as Christ loved. You can give of yourselfCdsist gave.

You can lead, you can serve, you can teach, yoleean, you can
listen, you can comfort, you can admonish, yousansorry, you
can forgive. You can do all things through Chwtio strengthens

you.
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