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October 7, 2007
Brother Jim Witteveen

Psalm 20:7 “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we
trust in the name of the LORD our God.”

We Trust in the Name of the LORD Our God

Reading: Psalm 20
Text: Psalm 20:7

When we began our worship this morning, we confiésse
that our help is in the name of the Lord, the maifdreaven and
earth. This sentence should mean more to all tfiars just saying
that it's time for the morning worship service tegn. When we
hear the same words repeated each week, it mayldaejumst a
tradition if these words are not spoken from thartie

This short sentence, this one simple thing, is wlatife
is built on. These words say who we are as peogie,we are as
the people of God. These words are a confessainmt& do not
seek our help in anyone, or in anything else, lessalir Lord.
When we say these words, we say that we can'tdueljelves.
Everything we have comes from the hand of the Ldrdese
words are our public profession of our faith.

In Psalm 20 we have a confession of faith of thet O
Testament church. Psalm 20 was a song that th@epeblsrael
sang before they went into battle. When they aeparing for

war, the people know that their only help is in Loed's name;
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their only confidence is in the Lord, and the ostisength that they
have comes from him. In the opening verses opaém, the
people show that they trust in the Lord to givekimg success.
Next the king answers: he knows now that the Laittdb& with
him. And finally the people confess their faithGod. The psalm
is like a conversation between the king, the peapid their God.
But in all of these sections, there is one thirag tinites them - this
psalm is a public profession of the faith of Gquéeple. The Old
Testament people of Israel were God's church, edalyt as God's
church, as his people, we confess the same tiBegause while
some trust in chariots, and some in horses, weitrdee name of
the LORD our God. Those who trust in chariots horses are
brought to their knees and fall, but we rise upe $tand firm
because our help is in the name of the Lord.

The people of Israel have been called togetheretet mvith
the Lord at the tabernacle. It's the morning dtlba The soldiers
are gathered, and they wait for the call to headauheir next
fight. Their weapons, their shields, their sworlsg their spears
have been made ready. The young men have beeairimg for
this moment, and they wait for the minute when thbg sent out.

With them is the king, King David, the great warrking.
His rule had begun with great victories. Firstiael defeated the
Philistines, who were the constant enemy. Thisfelewed by a

whole series of victories that made the kingdortscdel large and
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powerful. God had promised Abraham that his chkitdvould rule
the land from the river of Egypt to the Euphrates] God was
keeping his promise.

King David is a warrior king, destroying his enemithe
enemies of God's people, the enemies of God! Riagd was
showing that he was a man after God's own heagtwdsn't after
his own glory or fame; his only goal was to prdise Lord, and to
build God's people, his church. He is God's kihg,great king.
He points forward to the Great King who reignshat tight hand
of God to this very day, Jesus Christ.

After all of this success, after all of these gnaatories,
after the enemies of God's people of been defegpedmight
think that they would become proud. Success afiecess,
victory after victory — it wouldn't be hard to imag the people
thinking, “We've done all this. We have becomeeagnation,
and it's because we have been so skillful. We daeated our
enemies, because our king is the greatest kingeinvorld.”

The nations around Israel placed their trust iir tkiags,
and some of the nations around them even madelé¢aeliers into
gods. But when God's people were living by fditiis wasn't their
way. Their way was to call upon the Lord. Becahsy knew,
they fully believed, that their help was in the reaaf the Lord.
And they knew that it wasn't they themselves whoawgnning

the battles. It wasn't their victories that weeilg won.
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Everything came from the Lord's hand. They knewas the
Lord, and the Lord alone, who could deliver thefe had shown
this when he saved them from slavery in Egypt, lemtiad shown
this when the people entered the land of Cana&e. L6rd
brought down the walls of Jericho and allowed thepgte to enter
the land. He had shown them that he could becnustmpletely
to fulfill his promises.

And so the people pray to the Lord for the king hred
army. May the Lord answer you in the day of battiey pray.
May his name protect you. May he send you helpgradt you
support.

David knows that he depends completely on the fard
all of his success. His success comes from thd.Lblis success
is meant for the glory of the Lord. The wordshistpsalm are the
words of God. They're the words of the peoplescdel. They're
the words of David. Through the Holy Spirit he gdliese words
to his people. He wrote these words to make $atehis people
were focused on the right things, to make surettieat heart was
in the right place.

But there's one more thing — these words are oudsvo
We aren't gathered this morning with an army at#aely to head
of for battle against the Philistines. But we'red@ people, just
like the people who originally sang this song. Am&lcan sing

these words as our own words. God gave us thes#swm remind
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us that in everything we do we depend totally on.hEvery day
is the day of battle in the life of a Christianveley day we're at
war, against Satan and his helpers, against oursowmgainst the
forces of evil that are constantly attacking useiy day we need
God's support.

The people of Israel asked that the Lord would rafver
the sacrifices and burnt offerings of their kirgnd every day we
can place the same request before the Lord, utoch fuller
way - because the final sacrifice has been offeyade and for all,
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. céfecome to the
Lord in the name of Jesus Christ, and ask himitaaemember his
final sacrifice on the cross.

We are completely dependent on God; everythingave h
comes from the hand of the Lord. We confess tleaheed the
blood of Christ, which has washed us clean fronoaitlsins. Only
through Christ can we come to the Lord in prayed e sure that
he will hear us.

We can have a total and complete confidence thdtv@ib
hear our prayers, for the sake of his Son; that\swe end our
prayers by saying that we pray “in Jesus' name!”

We can have the same confidence that the peopéeasfi
had. We can speak of the battle having already s, because
the great battle, the battle against sin and Satsalready been

won. When we were dead in our sins, God madeivs aith

Streetlight Ministries Page 8



Christ, in his great victory on the cross. Thalfiweapon, the
weapon that defeated Satan, was the weapon ofdke af Christ.
Christ's victory is our victory; this victory wasow, for us!

So the people confess their faith. They compare
themselves with the nations around them. “Soma truchariots,”
they say, “and some in horses, but we trust imtdrae of the
LORD our God.”

Perhaps the best-known Bible story that speakbariats
and horses is the story of the Exodus, and the'd deliverance of
his people from the chariots and horsemen of Phaaad his
army. Over and over again the chariots, and hakP&araoh are
mentioned in Exodus 14.

All of the latest technology was set against thepte of
Israel. We don't know a thing about chariots aishke today, but
in Bible times, they were the greatest, most poweveapons that
an army could have. Today we could say, “Somé tnusnks,
some trust in bombers, but we trust in the Lord.”

But God says, “I will gain glory through the chas@nd
horsemen of Pharaoh.” So all of the wicked arntip¥othe
people of Israel into the sea, but God steps irst Re makes the
Egyptians' chariot wheels fall off. Then he comd®Moses to
stretch out his arm over the sea so that the wateutd flow over
the chariots and horsemen of Egypt. And finalky thariots and

horsemen are covered by the torrent of water, ane 0f them
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survive. But Israel travels through the sea ongitound, and
when they see the power of the Lord, they fear dnnch put their
trust in him. The people of Israel were being tawavery
important lesson by the Lord on that day — donttyour trust in
human power — don't put your trust in chariots hoses — put
your trust in the Lord!

Trusting in chariots, trusting in horses, trustinghe
power of man instead of in the power of the Almighs like
going back into slavery. It's like going back tgyft after you
have been rescued from the godless enemy. Sostartrchariots
and some in horses, but we trust in the name df@RD our
God. They are brought to their knees and fall vireitise up and
stand firm.

It is the LORD who wins the victory. It is the LORvho
fights for his people. There is no strength in bens or military
might. There is strength in faith and in trustinghe Lord for
everything that we need. Our only help is in taee of the Lord.
The Lord wanted King David to trust in his chariated horses, the
chariots and horses of faith, and not in human bogipower.

When we are wealk, it is because we forget aboypdiner
of God. We so easily forget, we so easily falbititinking that we
are going it alone. But we can be strong in thedl.and in his

mighty power.
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Who do you trust? Where do you place your confiéén
Israel was freed from the power of Egypt. Butltloed knew that
they would be tempted to return to Egypt, to loolEgypt for help
instead of to him. We have been freed from sia,dévil, and
death in Christ, freed to serve the Lord. But ealso tempted to
look to our own “chariots and horses” for help, védver they may
be. Today we look at ourselves as being indepénrdea rely on
no one but ourselves. Or we trust in physicalghinh money, a
good job, security, financial stability, the goverent...

But trusting in anything or anyone other than tloedis a
sure ticket to one thing, and one thing only, drat ts slavery. It
is only in trusting the Lord that we enjoy perféetedom; anything
else is rejecting the freedom that the Lord hasmiws, and going
back to Egypt.

This war against evil is very real, but our coefide can be
real as well; we don't have to trust in a powee like power of the
chariots and horses of Egypt - they were useletisiface of the
Lord's mighty power. Our King is Jesus Christ, vgits on a
throne at God's right hand; God placed all thinggen his feet,
and he rules everything for the sake of his people.humbled
himself, and he was made king. And today, alorty tiie people
of Israel, we can be confident in the Lord who suteaven and
earth. Because while some trust in chariots antesa horses,

our help is in the name of the Lord, the makeredJen and earth.
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October 14, 2007
Pastor George van Popta

Genesis 12:1-9 “The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Leave your
country, your people and your father's househottigmto the
land | will show you. | will make you into a greaation and | will
bless you; I will make your name great, and yod kel a blessing.
| will bless those who bless you, and whoever cuysei | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessealtin you.” So
Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot wesith him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when he set amfiHaran. He
took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the posgass they had
accumulated and the people they had acquired iarland they
set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrivedeth Abram
traveled through the land as far as the site oftkat tree of
Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites imetfee land.
The LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To your oifgpl will
give this land.” So he built an altar there to ti@RD, who had
appeared to him. From there he went on towardhilleeeast of
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on thetveesl Ai on the
east. There he built an altar to the LORD andedatin the name
of the LORD. Then Abram set out and continued tovthe
Negev.”

The obedience of faith
Reading & Text: Genesis 12:1-9

Central to the Christian faith is obedience towhieof God.
On the one hand, we reject a religious moralisncivisays that
you can earn points with God by obeying Him. Oadkher hand,

we reject a religious apathy which says that ag Esyou believe,
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it does not really matter how you live. Becauseanesjustified by
faith and not by works.

Yes, we are justified by faith alone. But trugtas never
alone. True faith is always accompanied by obedienf there is
no obedience, there is no true faith.

We see that in the life and story of Abraham. aklam had his
moments when his faith faltered and he did dumigshi He was
not perfect and some of the stories show thatouple of
blemishes on his life. And yet, father Abraham great example
of faith and obedience. | say "father Abraham"duse of what
Paul wrote in Gal. 3: Understand, then, that tivalse believe are
children of Abraham. If you belong to Christ, thgyu are
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the pron8sethose who
have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the afidaith.

He believed the promise of God.

When we first meet Abraham, he is 75 years ol rtidme is
still Abram. God changed his name later. He hgahsall his life
in southern Irag. He lived there with his familyish was steeped
in pagan idolatry. He had livestock, servantsjfa.wHe was
married to Sarai (later called Sarah). Sarai veageb. They were
old people and had no children. This was a haalitygor them.

If they were not to have children, the name of Abraould die

out. His inheritance would go to his brother's fgm
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God broke into their lives and called them todically
different life. Abram is told to pack up and madeethe land God
would show him. Would you want to make a move tikat at 75
years of age? Moving is bad enough at any agaldet at 75.
Abram was rooted and established in his commurtity.was a
very wealthy business man with many social and ceroral
connections. This was not like a young man todiagisg a
backpack on his shoulders and heading off to seevtrld for six
months.

Do you know what God was doing through Abram?wds
bringing his salvation to the world. He chose Abfaom among
all the people and nations of the world. If yoakdack at ch. 10
you see the table of nations - many nations of jecibyat spread
out over the earth after the great flood. In chwk have the story
of the tower of Babel which shows man in rebellagainst God.
From all those nations and people living in reballagainst God,
the LORD chose Abram, and through him to bring &t to the
world.

All the peoples of the earth would be blessedubhoAbram. It
is through Abram that God brought the messiahLoud Jesus
Christ, to the world. Jesus Christ was the seesboam. All who
believe in Christ are, in Christ, the seed, thédcén, of Abram.
God's promise to Abram was that his children wdaddike the

stars of heaven, like the grains of sand of therde®elievers are
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that innumerable throng. Because, in Christ, veecaildren of
Abram, Abram's call to faith calls us to faith aslk There is that
call to leave that comes to each of us. To follwvist in faith.
To go where Christ directs us. Leaving costs.

Abram was deeply embedded in his life in Irag.e Thll to
leave it all behind must have caused Abram someusereflection
and contemplation: "Leave my nice life and coutehind?" At
that time Iraq was a great country, not a war Aikeeit is today.
We, too, are called to leave behind the thinghefworld. We
tend to get deeply embedded in our culture. Todrdormed to
the world. To love the world. The Lord calls u# to be rooted in
the world. He calls us to be rooted in him, tooiyp roots out of
the dirt of the world and to wrap them around Géde you, by
faith, rooted in Christ? Where are your roots? at\ére you
rooted in? Are you, by faith, rooted, embedded;lmist alone?
Are you a worthy child of Abram? Are you a persdfiaith as
Abram was?

Yes, there is a great cost in believing in Chaisd following
him in faith. You need to give up everything. Bistyou give up
the things of this world, you get so much more—axelin the
kingdom of God.

Abram believed God's promise as you see them h&$. He
believed that God would make him into a great matibat He

would bless him; that He would make his name gaedtmake
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Abram a blessing; that He would bless those whssielé Abram
and curse those who cursed him; and that all tbplpe of the
earth would be blessed through him.
He obeyed the command of God

His faith became evident in his obedience. daptured in the
first words of v. 4So Abram left, as the LORD had told hie
banked everything on God. God spoke promisesAdanam
obeyed with the obedience of faith. He took hiev@arai and
moved to the land of Canaan. At 75 he embraceshabeginning.
It is important to know that Canaan was not emptgmvAbram
moved into it. It was a highly developed land colked by
powerful tribal nations. It was full of peoplet hlad its culture and
religions, and powerful armies.

When Abram obeyed God he moved into someone'sybetk
He travelled through the land—completed a surveyt were.
The Lord said: "Abram, | am going to give this tauy offspring.
Not to you, but to your offspring." There was ralgee for
Abram. He lived out the rest of his many yearmtiMn tents.
These tents were not Wal-Mart specials, but stiéy were tents.
He was a resident alien for the rest of his lif€smaan. The only
land he would end up owning was a grave plot.

Do you think maybe that Abram was disappointetl?h&t?
This is what you are giving me? I'm to live in ssmme's

backyard? I've got to live in tents? And it's affspring that is
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going to get that land? Not me, but my offsprinfffere's just one
problem: | don’t have any children. I'm 75 and wife is no
spring chicken either. How does that work?" Qirse we do not
exactly know what Abram thought. But we know whatdid. He
believed and obeyed.

Are you a worthy child of Abram in this regard?e\Want
instant gratification, don't we? If we obey, wenwvaverything to
be good and well and nice, right away. That isfaibh.
Remember the definition of faith, Hebrews 11:1\Nbw faith is
being sure of what we hope for and certain of wiraido not see.
This is what the ancients were commended fope is banking
on something you don't see right now. Father Abdaimot
complain. He did not say, "What? What kind of dedahat?" In
spite of everything he saw, in spite of his expae he trusted
God; he obeyed his commands.

God calls us who are children of Abram throughi§thio obey.
To trust and obey. Obeying the Lord may make Yié@icomplex.
It may imply that you need to break off relationmhthat are very
important to you right now. That you need to gatyroots up out
of the things of the world. You may need to giyestuff that is
very important to you. We all have to leave oowarpey. Pick up
roots, and move on. Oh, not physically. God do#scall many
of us to leave physically. In fact, he calls tlastvmajority of us to

stay put here where God has placed us. But he usiio leave
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spiritually. To make a new beginning and to bedfarmed in the
image of Christ. To leave the things of this présge behind.
Not to bank our hopes and dreams in the thingsatbitd offers,
but to live by faith and out of the obedience dfffa
He worshiped the LORD his God

And to worship the LORD our God. Abram traveltadough
the land. He built a couple of altars, and worghipthe LORD.
He believed in God, he obeyed God, and he worsHigua.
Faith followed by faithful obedience leads to wopsh

Worshipping means giving your life to some-one-thing.
You worship whatever you have given yourself taou\give
yourself to whatever you think will make you happgou bank on
the promise of whatever you let tempt you. Efgeou think
booze or drugs is going to make you happy, yoivk gourself to
it. You will worship it and let it control yourfe. But eventually
it will disappoint because you are banking on lidise lie that
worldly things, or sinful things, will satisfy. Ahthey never do.
Perhaps you say, "l can't do it. | can't give ypsim. | am
embedded so deeply in sin that | can't pull mysagt anymore.”
Or you say, "l can't let go of the things of thisnd. They are so
important to me. | cannot let go."

Oh, yes you can. At least, a child of Abram caiou can do it

in Christ. You can break with sin in Christ. Ycan let go of the
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things of this world, in Christ. God who beganced work in you
will make you the image of Christ. All out of geac

Sometimes we think that whereas we are saveddngegwe
need to persevere by our own efforts, but thatsrne. Both
being justified and being sanctified are out ofcgralf someone
asked me to write a piece of music worthy of J.&IB I'd say, "I
can't do that." But if the spirit of Bach camdit@ in me, then |
would be able. For us to be like Christ by our qaver and
strength is impossible. But if the Spirit of Chialsvells in us, then
we will be Christ-like.

Believe in Christ. Put all your hope in him. Thgou will
obey. Not in religious moralism, but in the obettie that comes
from faith. You will leave behind the things ottlworld that
disappoint and leave us empty. You will leavdlibahind and
worship God.

Your life will flow from faith - to obedience> to worship.
You will be captured by God's grace. You will etyond a
superficial Christian life of sinning, saying yoreasorry, sinning
again, and saying you're sorry again. You will mow to a life of
worship. Because faith that leads to obedienadsl&aworship.

God is calling you to leave the sinful city. Pufl your roots
and leave.

What is he calling you to leave behind as youwfall

Christ? To what is calling you to say, "Good byefdu know.

Streetlight Ministries Page 19

As you look inside your heart, you know. Whosenpise are you
banking on? The promise of God? Or of the woflom are
you going to obey? God, or the world? Whom ane going to
worship; to give yourself to? In whom are you gpia sink your

roots? In the world? Or in Christ?

October 21, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 24:58b 'l will go,” she said.”
The Marriage of Isaac

Reading: Genesis 24
Text: Genesis 24:58b

Abraham is alone now. Sarah is with the Lord.rakiam
must now pay attention to the future of his onljjd;his son
Isaac, for Isaac had grown up. Who would be hfsvilt must
not be one of the women of the land because theg wevorthy
to serve as the mother of his grandchildren. Ttesocof Sodom
and Gomorrah had proven that.

So Abraham sent Eliezer to the distant land whéeckead
come, where his kinsmen lived. There he wouldageife for
Isaac. Eliezer was a trusted, wise, and godlyasgrvn Abraham’s
household. He promised Abraham he would find & fof Isaac.

He travelled to that land, and when he came tadiva he was
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looking for, he asked God for direction. He saidd, “The
woman who brings water for me and my camels, lebkghe one
| must bring back.”

Well, that very thing happened. Rebecca gaventate
Eliezer and for his camels. He knew then thatiist be the
wife for his master’'s son. He took out some jeweind gave
them to her. Rebekah was so excited, she ran tmie# her
family. Laban, her brother, went out to Eliezed amvited him to
his home. When he got there, Eliezer was immdgiateited to a
feast. But Eliezer would not eat. Instead, hd,s&will not eat
until I have told you what | have to say.”

As Eliezer gives his account, he uses godly laggua
Abraham had said that God would send his angeldabielaim to
give him success in seeking a wife for Isaac (Js 4@ prayed
God to help him make the right choice (vs 42) ahénvhe had
made his choice, he thanked God for his blessi@y (4

Given this context, what could Laban and Bethuel
(Rebekah’s father) say, excepthis is from the LORD; we can
say nothing to you one way or the other. HereeabdRah; take
her and go, and let her become the wife of yourtenasson, as
the LORD has directed.(verse 50-51)

But Laban and Bethuel were tender with their betbv
Rebekah. They said, “Let's call the girl and askdimut it"(vs
57). Sothey did. The final decision was hers yDu think it was
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an easy matter for Rebekah to know what she stdn#tdYes, it
was quite clear what God’s will was. But wasas$¥ for her to do
it? Of course not. She had to leave the homepfriother and
father, her brother Laban and all the rest of harify. She had to
go far to the west, to the land of Canaan. Shé&did's will, but
she never saw her family again.

So why did she do it? Certainly not because shed
Isaac. She didn't even know him. No, she wentbse it was
clear to her that this was God’s will. She wasaade and
spiritual young woman. She would obey, even ifwbeld feel the
consequence of it for the rest of her life. SheiMde just the sort
of woman Abraham wanted for his son Isaac.

And that is how it should be for us all. God khssen us
to be the bride for his Son, Jesus Christ - hesdidven without
asking us. He chooses those whom he will bringrwself. But
in the covenant, just as with Rebekah, God gives ciice. He
shows to us the way we should go, the life we ghbw as
Christians. Do you want to live like this? Areuyready to give
up the world that you might be Christ’s bride?

As Abraham sent Eliezer, God sends the Holy Sphfi
asks, “Will you be my child? Are you preparedéave this world
for the promise of a better world? Are you willitlive by faith,

and not by sight? Are you willing to trust in God¥ill you
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believe in his love, as Rebekah trusted in Isaav’s, and more, as
Jesus trusted and believed in the Father’s love?
We must learn to walk with the Holy Spirit as kads us
to Jesus Christ. Let us learn to obey becauspigtghe right
thing to do. Love the Lord God for Jesus sak&k@sekah did and

you will be blessed forever.

October 28, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Genesis 25:32 “Look, | am about to die,” Esau said. ‘What good
is the birthright to me?™

Isaac’s Children

Reading: Genesis 25:22-34
Text: Genesis 25:32

Jacob and Esau were twins, born of the same wamame
same day. Like all siblings, they fought. Buids different with
these two. They fought all the time. They fouglheady before
they were born, while they were still inside thaiother's womb!
And they never stopped after that. For there wgeat tension
between them. At birth already, Jacob fought téiisg but Esau
won. Esau was older than Jacob, but not by mii¢ttat meant it
would be really hard for Esau to always be betsster, stronger
and smarter than his younger brother. He woule t@work non-

stop to always remain on top, as every older brothiédo.
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Esau had to work hard at it, not only becauselJa@s so
near in age to him, but also because God was ddams Just
before the twins were born, God had told his parémit the
younger would be greater and the older would skive

Esau had come to hate his younger brother Jatbbugh
they were twins, they had nothing in common. Theye like
black and white; Esau was first and Jacob was dastwas a
hunter and the other a home boy; one was daddy sbd the
other was momma'’s boy; one lived for the pleasheesould have
now; the other hoped for the pleasure he could a@»d. This
last matter is the one that mattered most, anddiguour story.

Spiritual values do not just pop out of nowheféey
express the deepest held convictions that rebeabbts of our
being. They say who we are. When Esau despisebléissing, he
spoke from the core of his being, from the conwitsi that had
been forming since his earliest youth.

| challenge you to give this matter your attentiBe
careful how you think; take care of what values fioid, that is,
what you cherish and what you despise, becaussra smoment
in your life you will be pressed, as Esau was: Da yeally hold
these values? What are you willing to give uphsd you might
have what you want?

When something grips your heart, you will do aimyghto

have it or keep it. There are countless men wihe lgaven up
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everything for an illicit sexual affair (see Prober5). There are
countless men and woman on the Hamilton streetswithdo
anything to get a fix. Drugs are expensive, andrder to get the
money, they will break and enter, they will attaeid rob, they
will murder.

Esau was gripped by a desire to have food. Whathe

willing to give up in order to have it? Here helwes were pressed

hard. Was he willing to give up future joy with &to have the
passing pleasure of good food and a full stomadbhihger
pressed him to choose which values mattered mdsitrto The
right as first-born belonged to him because helvean first. That
meant that the promise of God to Abraham, along e wealth
of his father Isaac, would go to him. How much kdievalue
God'’s promise to bless him and make him the soofrtéessing to
the world?

He says to Jacobl.bok, | am about to die! What good is
the birthright to me? He is exaggerating, of course, but that is
what the desires of our heart are like: “I carvelwithout it! |
need a drink now. It doesn’t matter why, but | tarix now.”

Esau sold the future to buy the present. He thad
birthright of eternal blessing to purchase a mognpleasure of
food. What insanity drives us to act that way? ai\ffosses us to
do such stupid things? Look at the value of Esaxthange: Me
ate and drank, and then got up and’lé#ts 34). That was it. He
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got up and left. Brief is the pleasure of sin, arfahite is the loss
we suffer because of it. Later, Esau realized poeat his loss
was, and he begged his father to bless him, babukl not (Gen.
27:38).

My dear brother, sister, and friend, set JesussCipon
your heart and pray that he may be the fullnesglgfour desires.
Jacob desired the blessing, and to have a relatpmsth God.

He never stopped looking for an opportunity tothat blessing
from his brother.

But understand this: If you cherish a life witlsuJs, it will
cost you. It cost Jacob his pot of stew. Lateribwould cost him
nearly his life, as he must run to save his lifa(ts another story).
It may cost you all that you have too, maybe yamy\ife.
Countless are those who have died rather tharveoug the
Saviour Jesus. Are you prepared to pay the cdselaving in
Jesus Christ? For if you have him, you have anritédmee that is
kept in the safest place in all creation: with Gdidwill never be
stolen; it will remain spotless and as beautifuv&en you first
received it.

So examine your heart. Where is your treasureany
of you consider making a public profession of yfaith, and soon
after that, to come to the Lord’s supper: examiogrheart. What

are your values? What do you cherish?
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Rejoice in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the o&ieloving
Father in heaven. And give yourself to him. ThHoitgnay cost

you all that you have, you will not regret it.
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