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October 14, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 4:17 “As it is written: ‘| have made you a father of mya
nations.” He is our father in the sight of Godwihom he believed
- the God who gives life to the dead and callsghithat are not as
though they were.”

Faith That Saves
Reading: Romans 4
Text: Romans 4:17

Every person experiences disappointment, frustratass
of hope and despair. Every person has his ownuneas disease,
injury and disability to deal with. In one wayamother, everyone
knows what it feels like to be depressed and hapele

So the fact that you suffer is not strange. Tinestjon is,
how do you deal with your suffering?

In Romans 4, we read about a man who sufferet a lo
Abraham. But he was not alone. The people ottiwes of
Sodom and Gomorrah suffered too - just like eveeyelse in this
cursed world.

How did they cope? “Let us eat and drink, for toraw
we die.” They tried to grab as much pleasure ag tould,
regardless of whether it was right or wrong. Aheytacquired a
taste for what was wrong - they preferred what wasg, and

pretty soon, they were unable to enjoy what wastrigsod gave
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them over to their sinful desires and they werdasmesl by it.
Desperately seeking escape from a hopeless, fiingiraard life,
they become hopelessly and frustratingly enslawdbe devil.

Abraham also experienced disappointment, frusinatand
sometimes he even began to loose hope in God’'sipesmHe
and his wife Sarah suffered a lot. God had prodhsaraham
many children, and they would inherit the wholetlegvs 13 and
18).

But the years passed, and they had no childrenahS
began to get old and they really began to wonéerally, both
Abraham and Sarah were so old that it had becorysgaily
impossible to have children. As Paul says in vé&eéehe faced
the fact that his body was as good as dead—sinegakeabout a
hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb was alad.tle

Yet Abraham believed in God. If he didn’t beliehe
might as well do as the people of Sodom and Gorhatic- grab
hold on whatever pleasure he could still lay haonls Abraham
was a man just like you and me, and his flesh uhgeto do that.

But he did not. Instead he trusted in God. Baysé in
verse 20-21,He did not waver through unbelief regarding the
promise of God, but was strengthened in his faiith gave glory
to God, being fully persuaded that God had powetdavhat he
had promised He coped with his suffering by believing in God
But why did he believe? Because he knew that Gaslable to, as
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our text says, call into existence things that dbexist. He knew
the story of Genesis 1. God saillet there be liglit and though
light did not even exist, yet it obeyed. So powkid the word of
God. And God'’s promises are as powerful as hisncans.

Abraham believed that God was able to give lifth®
dead - even if they were dead in themselves, yetcsald give
them life! There is hope for you, my friends.dttes not matter
how hopeless it looks for you, it does not mattawhost in sin
you might be right now, nor does it matter thatryguilt seems
too great to ever forgive - God can overcome. Wegjlife to the
dead. His promise to you is as powerful as hisroand.

And he has proven it once and for all throughSus,
Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ died a just deathath dader the guilt
of all our sins. Yet so great was his love andpgbeer of his
righteousness, that death could not hold him. dde from the
dead.

All we need to do is believe in God - who givds tio you
and me.

Believe in him. It is all God requires of you.otling else.
Let him be glorified in you by giving you life, arwdlling into
existence things you had never thought you coule lagain: solid

hope, real joy, deep meaning, holiness of life.
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October 21, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 5:3-5 “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our suffersng
because we know that suffering produces perseveranc
perseverance, character; and character, hope.hépel does not
disappoint us, because God has poured out hisntyeur hearts
by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”

Faith Fitness
Reading: Romans 5:1-11
Text: Romans 5:3-5

Paul talks here about the hope of the glory ofLibrel.
What are some of the things you hope for when kb gomes?
We hope for a world where there is no pain anymwltere we are
healed of our diseases and disabilities, wherestige does not
happen. Of course we rejoice in our hope of tleyghf God.

But now we have tears. We live in a fallen worlthat
are we to think about the troubles we suffer? Rgwst need to
endure the bitterness until the future hope comet

No, says Paul, we rejoice in our future hope vireialso
rejoice in what we have right now - also the suiffigs we have
right now, even especially the sufferings.

Some people would say: There is enough peoplebwhm,
stab, cut or poison themselves because they getuypie from
feeling pain: “I suffer therefore | am.” That istrwhat Paul is

talking about. He does not mean that we rejoidaensuffering
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itself, but in what it produces in us. It exersigair flabby faith.
Suffering is a faith workout; it is God’s faith4fiéss program, and
God has every one of us on a program, a trainigignent that is
just right for you.

Listen to the way Paul talks about it: When yoffesuand
run to God for help, then your faith becomes stesngrhat is why
Paul says, “suffering produces perseverance.” éreqvere means
to keep going even when it’'s tough, like a runnbows on the last
mile of a ten-mile run - he feels pain, but he leeemning; he will
even try to run harder, though it hurts him mo#ad the more a
runner does it, then the farther and faster hawan He is
developing endurance or perseverance.

When we learn to persevere in the face of suffgtinen,
says Paul, we develop something else too: chara¥tu've heard
before about things that build character. Wherchildren
complain about some problem they are facing andatagscape,
then | tell them: That’s character building. Peopho live in
poverty, who live with constant trouble, fear amtertainty, they
have to live by faith - their faith tends to hawéslof character. -
Those who live in need, have to be closer to thel L&ut those
who have everything can more easily fool themselviesthinking
that they don’t need God, and they can take catleephselves.

But when we suffer, we discover how weak we arelaowd much
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we depend on God. God does that for us so thahigiet exercise
our flabby faith and build character in our faith.

And the result of all this is that we learn toyrall the more
on the future hope, the day when Jesus returnsalaodr troubles
will be over. We rejoice in our suffering becaitdeeeps alive our
hope for the future. We rejoice in our sufferiregluse it prevents
us from falling in love with this world.

We hope only because God builds faith in us thinoug
suffering. Without fit faith, nobody will see Go&o don't
complain too much when you suffer. Let us helgheztber bear
our burdens, but let us also rejoice that God canesigh about
you and me to keep our faith alive.

God bless you, my brothers and sisters, deardsi@s you
suffer. God bless you in it to endure, and may geen learn to

rejoice because of it.
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