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September 2, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 2:1-4*You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass
judgment on someone else, for at whatever pointydge the
other, you are condemning yourself, because youpaiss
judgment do the same things. Now we know that §jodigment
against those who do such things is based on ti&shwhen you, a
mere man, pass judgment on them and yet do the thamgs, do
you think you will escape God's judgment? Or do ghow
contempt for the riches of his kindness, toleraamue patience, not
realizing that God's kindness leads you towardmngpee?”

To Know God, you must Know Yourself

Reading: Romans 2:1-16
Text: Romans 2:1-4

Last week we learned about how some people become
slaves to sinful patterns. Paul pointed in paldicto the
enslavement of homosexuality. We even talkedla Bibout it
during question period. So, how did it make ycel feward
people who are helpless before their addictionlagesd to their
sinful ways? Would you say that you are more eghs than
they? Are you a better person?

The Apostle Paul wanted to make sure that we dyat't
that feeling. When he finished talking about thpseple whom
God ‘gives over to the sinful ways that they déshie saw clearly
that we might say: Well that’'s not me. I'm a rightis person. I'm

a Christian. I'm better than them. No, says Payibu also are a
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sinner. Hence Paul says in vs.Ylotl, therefore, have no excuse,
you who pass judgment on someone else, for at vérgbeint you
judge the other, you are condemning yourself, beegou who
pass judgment do the same thifigs

The Lord Jesus spoke often and passionately ahigutHe
once told a parable that nicely illustrates thenpaihich Paul
speaks about in our passage. Itis found in LiB-14: “To some
who were confident of their own righteousness ao#téd down on
everybody else, Jesus told this parable: ‘Two mentwp to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other atdbector. The
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'Galkahk you that
I am not like other men - robbers, evildoers, aeldts - or even
like this tax collector. | fast twice a week andega tenth of all |
get." But the tax collector stood at a distance.wbuld not even
look up to heaven, but beat his breast and saidd,Gave mercy
on me, a sinner." | tell you that this man, ratkign the other,
went home justified before God. For everyone wiadtekimself
will be humbled, and he who humbles himself wikkalted”

Was God the Saviour of that man? No. Jesus sadich
not go home justified - he was still in his sif3id that man
understand who God was? No, he thought that Gedsameone
he could make a deal with: If I do this good thitigen God will
have to reward me. What was his basic error? itHaat know

himself - that he desperately needed God’s gracause as a
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sinner, he was going to eternal hell.

You and | need to be less like the Pharisee, ane i@
the tax collector. He knew who God was (a forgyvimerciful
God) because he knew who he was (in great neextiady and
forgiveness). The two points are closely conneetgdu will
never know God till you know yourself. A proud amarepentant
person will always worship a false god.

Don't ever look down on another person becausenjitu
lose your relationship with God. When you look d¢ogn another
person and condemn him for his sin, then you comdgmarself,
because, says Payldu who pass judgment do the same things
The only difference is that you might not be givesmr to the
sinful pattern. When you see a person lockedawnesl to sin,
don’t look down on him. Pray for him, love himjeyre for him.
You may have to warn him. The church may even bave
excommunicate him, but don’t look down on him asuijh you
were a better person.

Beware of judging others in pride. You will nstcape
God'’s judgment by your righteousness. You can esbape
God’s judgment by Christ’s righteousness. You camscape by
lifting yourself up. You need to bring yourselfwlo to your
knees. You have time; God is tolerant and patigttt you. In his

kindness he has not called you home yet, nor calheeind to this
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world. His tolerance, patience and kindness towardare meant
to give you the opportunity to repent.

It is only those who are on their knees whom Gdbraise
up in glory. He grants them eternal peace and fég.forms their
hearts to be as his children.

If you know yourself to be a sinner, the doorpeed to
us and you can enter the courts of God’s presemtesee your
God. He holds out his arms to you because heus iyather in
Jesus Christ. And because you are his child, belaas for you,
to raise you up so that you might walk in his ways.

Come to your senses. Realize this: God’s kindness
tolerance and patience with you is meant to leadtgaepentance.
Repent of your sins; confess them. God will ggamit full

forgiveness, and then afterward he grants muchhmare.
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September 9, 2007
Rev. George van Popta

2 Timothy 4:10a"“for Demas, because he loved this world, has
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica.”

Demas
The Fall of Demas is a Warning Not to love the Wahd Forsake
the Word. We see Demas":

1. Earlier commitment;

2. Perilous affection;

3. Lamentable fall

Reading: 2 Timothy 4
Text: 2 Timothy 4:10a

From time to time as you are driving along thedtogu
see a small memorial. You see a cross on the $ithe ooad, on
the shoulder or in the median. The cross is covertddflowers.
Perhaps a piece of paper with some writing onpinsed to the
Cross.

When you see that, your breath catches. For yowkhat
someone has died there in a motor vehicle colliditsa rather
somber thing to see such a memorial. Someone whbéden alive
and well, active and busy in life, is now dead.Saanemorial is
also a warning - to drive carefully. The roadsadangerous
place.

This evening's text is a similar memorial. It coemorates

the death - the spiritual death - of Demas. Ouattreatches when
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we read these words. Demas had been alive andbwsl,and
active. And then, he was dead, spiritually. Thid t this
memorial - is a warning - a warning to live cargfulhe world is
a spiritually dangerous place.

1. Demas’ Earlier commitment.

We know very little about Demas. Besides here in 2
Timothy, he is mentioned twice in the New Testambath times
by the Apostle Paul. We first hear of him in CalP&ul concluded
the letter to the Colossians with a list of gregsifrom his fellow-
workers. Paul wrote his letter to the Colossiansifee Roman
prison. In Col. 4:10 he mentioned that he was isgor. He was in
prison for the gospel. A man called Aristarchus waggil with
him. In the vv 7 ff he mentioned several men whoergipportive
of him. And then in v. 14 he wroteOur dear friend Luke, the
doctor, and Demas send greetirigs

He mentioned Luke and Demas in the same breath. We
know from the book of Acts that Luke was very intpot to Paul.
He travelled extensively with Paul and was verypsupve of him.
At the end of his letter to the church at Colo$sementioned
Luke and Demas together. Demas must have beerknail in the
churches for Paul said that Demas, along with Leket greetings.
From Rome to Colosse was 1500 km as the crow fied.yet

Demas was known there.
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The second time we read his name is in Paule [t
Philemon. He wrote this letter around the same amithe letter to
the Colossians. In v. 23 & 24 Paul wrot&paphras, my fellow
prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. gindo Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workerBitl you hear
that? "Demas and Luke, my fellow workersTbgether with
Epaphras and Aristarchus, who spent time in jaihaul - for the
sake of the gospel; and along with Mark and Lukeony we know
travelled extensively with Paul spreading the gbsgdeng with
those faithful men who continually put their livess the line for
the sake of the gospel, Demas was a fellow workEaal.

Because he was a fellow worker of Paul, he shar@aul's
calling. What was Paul's calling? What had Cluégded Paul to
do? Acts 9:15 & 16 state the substance of Paalling. The Lord
said there that Paul was his chosen instrumerdry the name of
Jesus Christ before the Gentiles and their kingsbefiore the
people of Israel. Part of Paul's calling (v. 1@&swo suffer much
for the Name of Christ.

Demas shared in that work of carrying the Nam€laiist
Jesus before Gentiles and Jews, and to suffer fouthe sake of
Christ.

Paul wrote about his calling in 2 Cor. 5 & 6. 1 %ff he
wrote: “And he has committed to us the message of recaruarili

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as thoughware
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making his appeal through us. We implore you onsthrbehalf:
Be reconciled to God. ...... 6:As God's fellow workezaurge you
not to receive God's grace in vain. For he salsthe time of my
favor | heard you, and in the day of salvation lpeel you.’ | tell
you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the afasalvation.”

As Paul's fellow-worker, Demas functioned as an
ambassador of Christ, appealing to people, impipitiem to be
reconciled to God. Not only was Demas a fellow veorsf Paul.
But, as 6:1 puts it, he was a fellow worker of Gidé.proclaimed
the time of God's favour and the day of salvatible had done
work similar to what Paul said Timothy was supposedo, as we
read in Il Timothy 4:1-5.

Demas was committed to the work. He was part®f th
team. He helped to roll out the maps and chart thesctions. He
was at the cutting edge of the church, breakingeyp ground for
the gospel. Taking the truth where people had nlegard the
name of Jesus before. He was there when eldersappmnted
and congregations were established. He helped iasytre
churches. He witnessed great miracles. Heady daysting
times!

We live in circumstances different from those @nias.
We are not fellow workers of an apostle like Demwas. Not
many of us are called to travel throughout the diatlthe bleeding

edge of the church. And yet there is a common elenhe our
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own time and place, office and calling, we areezito be
committed to the Word of God, the gospel of thed_desus Christ.
That's what characterized Demas: commitment tgdspel of
Christ.

Are you, in your daily life wherever God has pldg®u,
wholly committed to the Word of God? You, younggmar, are
you committed to the gospel of your Lord Jesus SEhrAre you
committed to the Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed engbspel?
Friend: are you committed to the Word of God? Dbgsvern
your life? Does the Word of God function in yode® In the life
of your family?

Love the word. Love it like Demas did at the first
2. Demas' perilous affection.

Sadly, Demas did not keep on loving the gospelqtie
loving the word and started loving the world. Lély Paul wrote
that Demas loved the present age.

About 5 or 6 years elapsed between the lettePaaf to
Philemon and Colosse Church and his second lettEintothy.
Paul was released from prison. He got back to woekching the
gospel and establishing churches. But then he wasted again.
He also wrote Il Timothy from a prison. He was backail. 11
Timothy is his last letter. Shortly after he wrdtiés letter he was

executed by order of Emperor Nero.
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Some time in those intervening years - probaldgelo
the time Paul wrote Il Timothy - Demas had falleridve with the
present age. He heard the talk, the music, thentaugHe saw the
fine homes. Oh, the world: it had fashion and stgleasures and
excitement. There was intellectual stimulation.e&@ar
opportunities, wealth, money, fame, approval, atnege. Demas
was captivated by all the neat and nice stuff betd in the present
age.

Yes, he had heard Paul preach about the comingHsge
himself, as Paul's fellow-worker, had even taughers about the
coming age. He had urged people not to place lioge and love
in the things of this age but to look up on higiClarist seated at
the right hand of God. He had beseeched and pexdymbple to
prepare themselves for the kingdom of God which eesing.

But then, Demas' love for the coming age waned and
faltered. Love for the present age grew. The sek@iong the
thorns in Demas’ life. As Jesus said in the Parabtbe Sower:
The one who received the seed that fell amongibms is the
man who hears the word, but... the deceitfulnesseaftiv chokes
it, making it unfruitful.

The seed of the Word of God fell among the thamns
Demas’ life, and the deceitfulness of the thingghefworld
choked it.
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You are always drawn towards whatever or whomguoar
love. Isaac loved Rebecca and was drawn to hevbJaged
Rachel and did whatever he had to do to get heysdlare
beautiful stories.

Samson loved Delilah and had to have her. Dawiddo
Bathsheba, and acted crazily and almost went dragzguse of his
illicit love for her. Those are sad stories. Bogissof stories
illustrate how you drift towards what you love.

Be careful what you love! You will go to whatewsu
love. If you love this present age, you will turouy back on Christ
and the coming age. You will gravitate towardsttiiags of this
present age. The arms of this present age will aogbyou. And
suffocate you.

When you love someone, you want the love returned.
When a guy falls in love with a young lady, he veathie love
returned.

Let me ask you a question. What do you thinkdlf jove
the present age, do you think it will love you back

| can tell you, it will not. The world will not ke you back.
Satan, the god of this present age, will not love pack. You can
give up your morals, your reputation, your virgynior the sake of
your love of the things and ways of this life andrla. You can
hurt your parents, your family, your friends. Yaancsacrifice all

your parents' hopes and dreams for you. You caifisacyour
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own hopes and dreams. All because of your lovéh@mvorld. But
the world and the devil will not love you back. Twerld and the
devil will only laugh at you, and kick you in yoteeth.

Now here's another question. If you love God imdtef the
world, will God love you back? Will God love youdsise of your
love for him? Not really.

Are you shocked? Surprised? You shouldn't be. dbes
not love you back because you loved him. No, Geddoyou first.
Love starts with God. We would never love him iftred not
loved us first. Remember what Paul wrote in Ronfafisand 8
“You see, at just the right time, when we weré gtilverless,
Christ died for the ungodly. ....God demonstrateohis love for
us in this: While we were still sinners, Christdifer us.” And in
1 John 4:19 we rediVe love because he first loved us.”

God loved you from before the foundations of theld:
God loves believers and their children. He seafebtcnfirmed
his love for you when you were baptized. Chriseldyou so
much that he died to reconcile you to the Fathed Aow, all he
wants for you is that you love him back. Don't Idkies present
world and age. If you do, you will die in its deap@mbrace.

3. Demas' lamentable fall.

Paul said that because Demas loved the presenhadad

deserted him. He forsook him. Abandoned him. Left im a

lurch. Paul was in prison under the sentence ahdéand Demas
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deserted him. Left for Thessalonica, some 850 kiayaas the
crow flies.

Others had left Paul (cf. the rest of v. 10): Cezs and
Titus had both left. But Demas hddsertedPaul. It is only of
Demas that Paul used that wodéserted

To make clear how strong a word Paul used henaigitt
be good to know this is the same word Christ usethe cross.
When, at midday, Christ was plunged into the das&rier three
hours, then he called oMy God, why have you forsaken me?”
The Son of God was completely abandoned, desédtteds that
feeling, that sense of abandonment, that Paul eqmed.

When Demas deserted Paul, he abandoned the Word of
God. Paul was an apostle of Christ, sent out bys€ith the
Word of God, the gospel of salvation. Demas dedartech more
than an old man in prison. He did much more thandea
convicted man to his fate of execution. He forstakmessenger
of Christ. He threw away the Word of God. All besawf his
great love for the present age.

Do not desert the word of God. Do not desert theah,
the messenger of the word of God. Today the apostbuirch has
the apostolic calling. To desert the church isdeeit the Word of
God.

There are those strong warnings in Heb. 10 against

deserting the church and the word of God:
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Let us not give up meeting together, as someratfeei
habit of doing, but let us encourage one anotheand all the more
as you see the Day approaching. If we deliberdtelp on sinning
after we have received the knowledge of the tnuhsacrifice for
sins is left, but only a fearful expectation ofgatent and of raging
fire that will consume the enemies of God. ... & tkeadful thing
to fall into the hands of the living God.

Don't become a memorial to death. Don't beconeedite
of those roadside markers that remind the peopkendrby that
someone died there. Don't be like Demas who des#reeword of
God. Remember how much God loved you so muchhihaent
his son to die for you.

Remember how much Christ loved you: so much that h
suffered and died for you on the cross. Today, thed~ather, and
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit continue teelgou. Love
God back. Don't love the world. Don't desert theriiV@on't be a
Demas. Don't be a roadside marker. Rather, love Gad

yourself in His embrace. In his warm embrace yollilive.

September 16, 2007
Brother Richard Bultje

Romans 2:17-29'Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely
on the law and brag about your relationship to Gioghu know

his will and approve of what is superior because @ instructed
by the law; if you are convinced that you are alguor the blind,
a light for those who are in the dark, an instruatothe foolish, a
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teacher of infants, because you have in the lavethizodiment of
knowledge and truth - you, then, who teach othdwsjou not
teach yourself? You who preach against stealiogjodi steal?
You who say that people should not commit adultéoyyou
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you reimples? You
who brag about the law, do you dishonour God bgkirgy the
law? As it is written: ‘God's name is blasphemstbag the
Gentiles because of you.’

Circumcision has value if you observe the law,ibybu
break the law, you have become as though you hioldesm
circumcised. If those who are not circumcised kibbepdaw's
requirements, will they not be regarded as thotgly tvere
circumcised? The one who is not circumcised plajlsi@and yet
obeys the law will condemn you who, even though lyave the
written code and circumcision, are a lawbreaker.

A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, isor
circumcision merely outward and physical. No, ainsaa Jew if
he is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumansaf the heart,
by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a manaise is not
from men, but from God.”

Do you want to look good for God or People?

Reading: Luke 16:19-26
Text: Romans 2:17-29

When you think of God and how God sees you; do you
want to look good or bad to God? What does it takeok good
for God? We read the story of the Rich man andatiaz  While
the rich man lived on earth, he looked quite gobe.lived in a
big house, had fancy clothes and a big family. nitbe way Jesus
told the story, the rich man also knew who God & went to

church.
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How did Lazarus look? Lazarus had sores all oieebbdy
and laid in the gutter. Lazarus would probablymmte been able
to go to church on a regular basis.

Who looked good in the eyes of man? The rich maio
looked good in God’s eyes; good enough to be briotagheaven?
Lazarus did. Why did Lazarus look good to GodtdBse
Lazarus loved God and believed God’s promises.

Why do you think Jesus told that story about Lagaand
the Rich Man? To teach us that it is not what pebpve or look
like to the world that counts. What really mattisrsvhat is on the
inside of a person. That is the place that Gadadly interested in.

A person can put a mask on and pretend to be s@neon
they are not, but God can see who a person reallGod can see
if you love Him and believe in Him or not. To umsiand and
truly believe this is a great blessing. | hopeheafcyou
understands and believes in your heart, your itiarghts and
desires.

In the story of the Rich man and Lazarus, many lgeop
would have thought God loved the rich man and lekithall.
People would have thought Lazarus looked as if &g on the
outside looking in. People would have thought Gugt not
really love Lazarus because he had such a badBif¢.in reality
the rich man’s heart was far from God and Lazahnesirt was
close to God.
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You see, appearances can be wrong.

The passage in Romans we read together dealsheith t
same idea. The passage talks about those whiheaikelves
Jews. Do any of you consider yourself a Jew hatayt? Do you
know what the word Jew means? Those who praise @dtht
does it mean to praise God? Praising God is mbisjaging praise
songs, it is wanting to honour God in all your lifd/anting to
show and tell God and others how much God meaysuto It is
showing that you love God.

Paul, the writer of Romans, starts this passagbyoff
saying, “if you call yourself a Jew than you wowent to do what
pleases God.” He means that if you call yoursetiigle who
praise God (for that is what being a Jew is) tHewsit in all
areas of your life. He is challenging those peeyte have the

Bible and claim to want to praise God to do whairymame says.

In the first chapters of Romans, all the peopléhefworld
are split into two groups: those who have the B#rld claim to be
people of God, and those who do not know the Bibl€od in a

clear way.

Here in this passage we read together, Paul (theraf
Romans) is saying if you have the Bible and callrgelf God’s
people, you have to have a heart that loves Gdek pEople that
Paul was writing to must have thought that, bec#usg where

Jews by nationality, their sins were washed awalthair lives
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automatically were pleasing to God. They thougbtause our
baby boys are circumcised, we are in with God aade
automatically good enough to go to heaven.

With this way of thinking, the commandments of God
not looked at to show us that we are sinners aed teehave our
sins washed away. Paul, the writer of Romans te#m and us
that that way of thinking is wrong. No one canabgpecial child
of God with his or her sins washed away by jushgdhrough a
ceremony or looking good on the outside or beint giaa special
group. In fact, a person has to admit they arggootl to have
their sins washed away. A person has to admitdioeyot deserve
to be part of God’s people to be part of God’s peop

Let me give you an example that | hope will help yo
understand what | am saying. If a person reguigols to AA
meetings, will he or she automatically be clean stog drinking?
I think you know that is not true. Just showingwip not do it;
the person has to have a change in attitude, aptowe of the
principles of the program. That person has tcebelithat his or
her drinking is wrong and they cannot stop with@od. This
takes a change of attitude towards drinking anat tiagural
abilities.

In the same way, if you go to church and get baptithat
ceremony or simply going to church does not meanhybu are

born again. Showing up at church and doing thiet tigngs are
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good to do, but they will not wash your sins awag anake you
right with God. Your insides have to be affectgdahat the Bible
says so that you believe what the Bible says. @y will your
sins be washed away. Only then will you look gom&od. Good
enough to go to heaven.

Paul, the author of Romans, is saying that bei@@stian
is much more than going through a physical cerenuorgytting
through church services. To be a Christian orragrewho wants
to praise God means you have to have a heartavas IGod and
desires to praise God.

This begs the question; were you born with a hbatt
loves God and desires to praise God? The Biblg sagh person
is born sinful and so when each of us was bornhearts were not
wired to praise or honour God, but to go away fi@od and praise
the things or pleasures of this world.

That is why Paul in verse 29 says our hearts nebé t
changed. Something has to happen to us on traeiisiorder for
us to really praise and honour God. If you pretenpraise God,
God will not consider what you are doing as pradthm. He will
not consider what you are doing as good at all.

But how can our insides be changed so that ouregesi
change and we begin to love God and praise God tinerheart?
This change can only be done by the work of GodHibly Spirit.
God the Holy Spirit works in people’s hearts witle Bible.
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When a doctor works on a heart, he or she usesimshts
to make the heart better. The doctor can onlyhfimgs that are
physically wrong with the heart and his instrumearts all
physical. God the Holy Spirit works on hearts with physical
instruments but with a Spiritual instrument, thélBi He works
the truths of the Bible into a person’s heart s that person
believes the Bible. What are the truths we nedzkteve? That is
a long answer but | think John 3:16 is a good sungm&od so
loved the world that He gave His one and only Sorthat
whoever believes in Him will not perish in hell hatve eternal
life.” To get a better understanding of the truthshefBible,
please keep coming to the Sunday services anditie udies
we have here at Streetlight.

You might ask, when does God the Holy Spirit warlour
hearts? When we do two things:

1. When we pray to God; asking for the Holy Spirittork in us.
2. When we take time to get to know what the Biblessay

How would you know if God the Holy Spirit were wang in
you? When you start to trust what the Bible sdy@uaJesus
Christ and this knowledge brings you comfort artesire to thank
God in prayer and praise. When this happens toymucan be
certain that the Holy Spirit is working in your lmea

| am not saying you have to know everything or have

doubts, but when yostart to trust what the Bible says about Jesus

Streetlight Ministries Page 22



Christ, your heart is changing. Itis when youtdiabelieve that
Jesus Christ came from heaven to this earth téodigour sins and
that Jesus rose from the dead and is now in hgaregraring a
place for you, that your heart is being changethieyHoly Spirit.

Praising God does bring about a change of hearthbluHoly
Spirit brings this change by working in you to trushat God says
in the Bible. Praise is only a by-product of tirawege the Holy
Spirit has done. When God the Holy Spirit is chag@ person’s
heart, that person will begin to praise God. Retyamnpraise is
not just singing praise songs, but showing thatlgea God and
want to honour Him and wanting to show and tell @ad others
how much Jesus Christ means to you.

I hope each of you sees the need to praise GtidnK that you
would agree that the praise God loves comes fram lyeart. Is
that the praise you want to offer God? | hope tyast that you
can truly praise God only if the Holy Spirit is vikarg in your
heart. So | hope God the Holy Spirit will workeach of you and
that you will pray for the Holy Spirit to work inoy.

Each of us should continue to ask the Holy Sgoritvork in
our hearts so that our praise will continue to leaging to God.
That is what the last statement in Romans 2 isrgl&bout. When
someone is truly praising God, he or she can oalthdt because
God the Holy Spirit is working in him or her. 1by have
difficulty praising God through the week, ask thelyHSpirit to
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work in your heart. God tells us that he loveshsaprayer. If you
have trouble praising God in your homes or at warwith your
friends, then ask God the Holy Spirit to work iruyoRemember,
praise is just not singing praise songs but showmglove God
throughout the days of the week. It is wantinghiow and tell
God and others how much Jesus Christ means to you.

God loves it when you admit to Him that you haveaed
time praising Him and want God the Holy Spirit tork in you
more and more so that you can praise Him bettebatidr. In
fact, when this is your desire, you are looking@djtm God. May
each of us admit that we need improvement in tl@a and ask

God the Holy Spirit to work in us more and more.

September 30, 2007
Pastor Paul Aasman

Romans 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith
apart from observing the law.”

Faith Alone Will Conquer Our Pride

Reading: Romans 3:21-31
Text: Romans 3:28

It should be coming clear to you that one of theiba
reasons Paul wrote this book is to make us hundfiered God.
Pastor Doug pointed out last week that every mauithbe

silenced before God. That is the function of #h&:Ilto humble us
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so that we know we have sinned. We need to |eabow to
God’s majesty and say to him that we can make aimel we
deserve nothing.

What a good thing that would be, if every one ohere
were to become humble.

For let me ask you this: Do you like arrogant ge@pDo
you like people who think they are entitled to peges others
don’t have? Do you like people who look down om ymd think
they are better than you? Of course not. | liatea. For itisn’'t
true - the next person is not better than you.okcpman may not
think himself to be a better person than a streetgn, because if
he does, then he can beat him or throw him indke if he
wanted.

But it’'s not true: Nobody is better than the neie all are
created equal, the image of God. And we all haaime sinners,
and damnable in the sight of God.

Have you had enough of boastful people in yoe®liiGod
has had enough too. God says nobody has anytoigiaast. He
says so in the Bible. Romans 3:9 saysge“we any better? Not at
all'” No, I'm not better than you (though I often thiham), and
you're no better than me (though you often think yoe).

Our passage puts an end to boasting, once aradl fat
least to you who have faith in Jesus Christ. Bays in verse 27,
“Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On vphniaiciple? On
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that of observing the law? No, but on that oftfd{tvs. 27)
Boasting is excluded because we can’t earn thé togéven
breathe or live. Remember, God’s law silencesithele world.
Totally silences. Nobody has the right to ever linymore. We
have all sinned against him and the function ofiéleis to show
us that.

But only Jesus Christ can teach us to be hunmtey?
Does he beat us into humility? No, he humblesyusiblove.
Out of love, he overcomes our sins. Even thougte \es
enemies, he died on the cross to pay for our stadvation came,
not by anything we have done, but only by what & dione.

Paul says in verse 23-24ot all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, and are justified freely bg grace through
the redemption that came by Christ JeSMge were justified
freely by his grace. Freely. Remember the soRggely receive
Jesus Christ, freely receive life from God, anelyeeceive
salvation without price. Freely receive it by fait

You don’t need to do anything. God has dond.it\alith
his love, he has overcome our sins. All we neeatbtes believe.
It is like opening your hand and receiving God’# gf mercy in
Jesus.

God'’s love humbles us. Let us humbly accept JEsuist
and put our faith in him. You will receive the m@secious thing,

life itself, without charge. God will give it tooy. And as you
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receive it, give it freely. If I can be saved bgd3 grace, then
anyone can. Boast to others about how great Gowgésfor you

was, because though you sinned so much, yet hd yave
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